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HEY PASTOR! HOW DOES YOUR GARDEN
GROW?

Thanks for your interest! I love to garden! How does my
garden grow? Well that’s still a great mystery on a
number of levels! I put the seed in my garden pots, and
I water and fertilize. But you know honestly, I am like the
man Jesus spoke of in a parable when he said, “The
kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on
the ground. 27He sleeps and rises night and day, and
the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how.” (Mark
4:26-27)

Why? I ask myself, is it that I plant certain seeds and
they didn’t grow? And I plant others and they are
producing more than I can use up. And I certainly did
not plant the weeds but they are doing very well thank
you! I treated the seeds all the same. I took the same
care with each and yet I get different results. That too is
a great mystery!

That too is the great mystery in the kingdom of God
when I think about. Why is it that God’s Word when
planted produces different results. I have no control
over that (for a control person –this is very troubling!)

In terms of kingdom growth, Jesus pulls back the curtain
a little on that mystery. He taught His disciples that the
Kingdom of God grows by the power of God’s Word.
God’s Word has power all to itself, just as the seed has
power – we call that power in the seed “germination.”
We call that power in the seed “the Gospel” in the
Kingdom of God.

He also pulls back the veil a little with regard to the
results that are produced when the Word of God is
shared. In the parable of the sower Jesus explains that
there are many factors in our world and in us that
causes these variable results. Sometimes, there is a
hardness of heart that simply will not allow the Word of
God to take root, at other times it the concerns of this
world that choke out the growth and at other times it is
the work of the devil himself that beats people down and
he is always at work planting his own evil into people.
And what is more it is likely that all three conditions
conspire to try to thwart God’s plan for the salvation of
all people. We have no control over these conditions.
(Mark 4:1-20)

But none the less, what all those parables also
tell us is that there comes the harvest day. And

that is good news. Because in spite of all the trials and
troubles the Word of God does produce fruit, in fact so
much fruit that Jesus says the harvest is plentiful but
the laborers are few. Wow! Now that you put it those
terms the power of God’s Word is awesome!

What Jesus says is important for us. We believe Him
when He says that the power of God for the salvation
of all people rests in His Word. And if that is true then
it is quite certain that we will need the Word of God to
be put into our flesh. If I never planted any seed into
my garden pots, I would only have dirt or useless
weeds growing up.

But I did plant seed into my garden pots, I didn’t know
what result it would produce but I planted in the hope
that it would produce some good vegetables. If I didn’t
believe that, I wouldn’t have put seed into the garden
in the first place.

Friends, if we do not believe that God’s Word is God’s
sole means of saving people, if we don’t believe it to
be The power of God for the salvation of all people
then I suppose we would not bother with His Word,
and we certainly would not be passionate to share His
Word with anyone. God save us from such unbelief,
help us to believe in Your Word, rekindle in us a
passion to join you in bringing the Gospel to those who
have never heard it. 

Even though I have little knowledge of how each of the
seed types germinates, etc. I have vegetables growing
in my garden now! Thanks be to God!

And the good news is that Kingdom of God continues
to grow even though we don’t understand how.
Friends, trust the Word of God, it is the power of God
for our salvation and for the salvation of the whole
world.

And what is more, see yourself as a good seed and
allow God to use the Word He planted in you to bear
fruit in the lives of those around you. Let him plant you,
His living Word into the lives of those who do not know
Him.

Well, that’s great Pastor but what I was really asking is
how is your garden growing? Oh?! AOopsAYou
mean those two pots of tomatoes outside?! Well, if you



want some cherry tomatoes I do have a few. Let me
know and I can get you some, but don’t ask me about
carrots this year. Not a single seed germinated! May be
next year! How about you? How does your garden
grow?

INTENTIONAL INTERIM PASTOR’S REPORT

Greetings all, in the precious name of Jesus Christ. 
The Intentional Interim Ministry Task Force met once
during the month of July to review and edit their work on
the vision statement. The final work on this statement
was completed and the text is being edited to reflect the
final changes. A final review will take place at its August
meeting before the document is sent to the Parish
Planning Council for review and at its August meeting.
In addition, the Task Force has been completing work
on its final report and is hopeful that this document will
also be ready for presentation to the Parish Planning
Council at its August meeting.
Following the tabling of the documents with Parish
Planning Council the Task Force will be seeking a
meeting with the Council to discuss and review the
recommendations of the Task Force at the end of July
there are four months left to my contract with the
congregation as Intentional Interim Pastor. There is still
much work to be done until that time.
In the Fall the congregation will need to start
preparations to receive a settled Pastor. This will include
a review of the Office of Holy Ministry to help the
congregation better clarify this Office which God has
instituted for the benefit of His people.
In addition, I hope to have President Schaeffer to meet
with the members of the congregation in order to re-
build the congregational relationship with the
District/Synod. Further announcements will be coming
in this regard.
The congregation can also expect to be involved in the
next phase of the Intentional Interim Ministry which is
the Call process. The steps in this phase include
conducting a search for potential candidates, entering
into negotiations with a candidate, calling, installing and
beginning the startup phase.
All the documents produced by the Task Force are
available on-line through the congregation’s website.
Keep check back with the website for updates.

In Christ,
Pastor Robert Mohns (IIP)

PARISH PLANNING COUNCIL UPDATE

July and August are typically slow for PPC activity as
many of us on council find ourselves busy enjoying
summer! In June, several members were unable to
make a July meeting work, so we decided that we would
not meet again until August. On July 2nd Michelle and I
were blessed with the birth of our son Ethan Burton.
Thankyou for the thoughts and prayers, I’m also
thankful that he came at a time when my church duties
are very minimal! Coming up in the next couple of

months we will certainly get busier; we will be forming
a call committee and searching for a settled pastor
while our Intentional Interim Ministry winds down.
Reports and meeting minutes remain available in the
narthex for anyone looking for the latest information
from PPC, or simply ask me for a copy. God bless,
Tyler Rodgers - Chairman

God bless,
Tyler Rodgers |Chairman

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN FUN GOLF

Our 3rd annual UN-tournament will be held
August 19 at 2:00 p.m. at Indian Hill. There
is a sign up sheet in the Narthex.  We will
be playing best ball and the cost is only
$20.00 for 9 holes.  For information feel
free to talk to Rita Boltezar or Irm Kuhn.

REGISTER FOR FALL JUNIOR CONFIRMATION
CLASSES

Invitation to Register for Fall junior
confirmation classes. We are
accepting registrations for junior
confirmation for the Fall. An
information session is planned for
Wednesday, September 6th at 7 pm.
You can pre-register your young
person now. Please leave your name, student name
and contact information with the church office.

WHOOP- UP CELEBRATION SERVICE

Whoop-Up Celebration Service will be held on Sunday,
August 20th at our 10 am service. What better way to
get your family whoop up celebrations started than by
joining together as the body of Christ in a time of
celebration, giving thanks to God for His bountiful
provisions for our body and soul! We are excited to
have the musical group Cripple Creek provide the
musical support for this service. We invite the
members and guests of the congregation to dress up
in their Western finery for this service!

PUERTO PENASCO MISSION TRIP

In November,
a team from
Immanuel will
t r a v e l  t o
P u e r t o
P e n a s c o
Mex ic o  t o
participate in

a mission project. This year, the Castro family (a three-
generational family of 6) will receive a much needed
addition to their existing dwelling plus renovations and
furnishings as funds allow. We look forward to working



together with interested volunteers from Penasco, as
well as locals who will assist with the build.
Arrangements for travel and accommodations for
Immanuel's team are currently being considered.
If you have interest in being part of this mission, please
contact one of the committee members: Darlene Stein,
Sherry Fruson, or Pastor Rich or email me at
shirleymasnyk@gmail.com.
Please note that our annual Pie Auction fundraiser will
be held on September 17th so mark your calendars. We
appreciate your baked goods and your bids. Thank you
for supporting this mission effort.

In His Service, 
Shirley Masnyk

GOOD READS FROM IMMANUEL’S LIBRARY

The Secret On Ararat
Biblical scholar, archaeologist,
professor, and hero for our times
Michael Murphy is in pursuit of one of
the most mysterious and sought-after
of all Biblical artifacts, Noah's Ark. As
Murphy undertakes his death-defying
quest to ascend Mount Ararat, he will
discover dramatic revelations of
Biblical prophecies and be drawn even
closer to the most terrifying evil about to be unleashed
on all mankind.
With The Secret on Ararat following close on the heels
of Glorious Appearing, the fastest-selling Left Behind
novel ever, Tim LaHaye will further prove to be one of
the most fascinating and popular storytellers of our time.

C We had 66 children enrolled in Vacation Bible
School; proceeds from the Thursday evening
closing service were sent to Lutheran Bible
Translators, specifically Nizza Project.

C On July 9th we
welcomed three
new members to
our flock - Evelyn
and Baynish Bassett; Bradford Brown.

C We had 73 submissions for members “favorite”
hymns and songs.  These will be incorporated
into our worship services.

C New faces have participated in the worship
team: Emily Laidlaw, Horst Mueller, Elsie
Roeder.  We thank everyone who is part of this
special music ministry!

A DIFFERENT APPROACH TO RECRUITMENT 

Jesus in Luke 10:3 (NIV) said, “Go! I am sending you
out like lambs among wolves.”

How different this is from much of our recruiting
techniques this day and age. We tell people that it is
not so awful, that it is not that much trouble, that it will
not take all that much time. Jesus told them to go
because he was sending them out like lambs among
wolves. 

Often we operate under assumption that people are
motivated toward that which is pleasant and away from
that which is painful. If this were true, I would assume
that offering people blood, tears and sweat would tend
to de-motivate them. Yet, more motivating words were
never spoken. Moreover, when Jesus sent the
disciples out as sheep among the wolves, they actually
got out of their chairs and get into the work!

At the core of all society’s problems is sin. Our
Godless world offers despair, fear, anxiety and
hopelessness. The human soul has a disease and we
have a cure. We have God’s solution. We have a
hope, a peace that passes understand, joy and a
glorious future! We have the gift of salvation won for all
on Calvary. 

We have been task with an extremely important cause-
- the Great Commission-- to share this Good News
and to make disciples of all people! As Christian we
care about people and believe there is no greater joy
than knowing the Savior, no greater hope than what
we have in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Jesus said Go! You and I have been invited on to the
battle field. Will I be inconvenienced? Most likely! Will
this take much of my time? Will I have to give up some
of my enjoyable leisure activities? Yes there likely will
be time commitment! Yes I probably will have to forego
leisure activities from time to time! Will this cost me? It
might.  Will it cause me frustration and present
challenges? Most certainly, we are saved sinners and
the devil likes to use what he can to create barriers
and challenges!

An invitation provides us with the freedom to accept or
decline or it’s not an invitation. We must always
remember the gospel is about grace.  Guilt is not good
news. If you are not free to say no it is slavery, not
Christianity. Our loving God leaves people with a
choice.
God has a purpose for Immanuel and has given
Immanuel within its body of believers all it needs to
fulfill His purpose. We have many able, skilled,
talented and capable people in our congregation. 
Please consider doing a personal inventory, ask
yourself the following questions: 
C What am I doing to serve God and His

Kingdom?
• How am I offering myself to God as a living
sacrifice?



If answering these questions lead to you to discover
some way you could help serve or build the body of
Christ here at Immanuel please share with me, the
parish coordinator. We have many areas for all the
different gifting God has given His people. Stewardship
is about wise use of all our resources including time,
talent, and skills; and not limited to only monetary
resources although that is also important. 

Please check out the following list of volunteer
opportunities. If you have a particular area where you
would like to serve or share your abilities, skills or
talents etc. let’s talk. Please call me 587-220-1672 or
email coordinator@immanuellutheran.ca 

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as
working for the Lord, not for human masters, Colossian
3:23 (NIV)

A servant with you in Christ
Katherine Canfield – Parish Coordinator

Volunteer Opportunities:

Sunday School Teachers Needed before Sept.2017!,
Sunday School Coordinator for fall 2017,Sunday School
Assistant Coordinator
Youth Leader(s) /Mentors fall 2017,
Youth Assistant Leader(s) 2017,
Friendly visitor for Shut Ins
VBS Director 2018
VBS Assistant Director 2018
VBS Leaders 2018
VBS Helpers 2018
Small Group(s) Host
Small Group facilitator(s)
Greeters
Ushers 
Board of Outreach
Fellowship Committee
Board of Nurture
Bible Study Leaders
Prayer Chain
Power Point Operator(s)
Nursery volunteers
Altar Guild
Lectors
Board of Property
Baptismal Candle Presenter
Media or Techy adviser/Help
Music talents to share/offer
Following up with new visitors/Pop in bags
Special Event Helper/coordinator
Transportation for those in need etc.
Kitchen help
Coffee Fellowship after services
Lawn care/ maintenance support
Spring/fall cleaning inside coordinator
Spring/ fall cleaning inside outside help
Teller Assistants

These are only a few ideas/needs. There is a lot of
opportunity. Don’t see something you could support or

engage in but have a talent or gift you like to use
please speak to Parish coordinator.
There is a place and a need for you here at Immanuel! 

 Minneapolis couple decided to go to Florida to thaw
out during a particularly icy winter. They planned to
stay at the same hotel where they spent their
honeymoon  20 years earlier.

Because of hectic schedules, it was difficult to
coordinate their travel schedules. So, the husband
left Minnesota and flew to Florida on Thursday, with
his wife flying down the following day.

The husband checked into the hotel. There was a
computer in his room, so he decided to send an email
to his wife. However, he accidentally left out one
letter in her email address, and without realizing his
error, sent the e-mail.

Meanwhile, somewhere in Houston, a widow had
just returned home from her husband's funeral. He
was a Baptist minister who was called home to glory
following a heart attack.

The widow decided to check her e-mail expecting
messages from relatives and friends. After reading
the first message, she screamed and fainted.

The widow's son rushed into the room, found
his mother on the floor, and saw the computer screen
which read:

To: My Loving Wife

Subject: I've Arrived

Date:  March 21, 2012

I know you're surprised to hear from me. They have
computers here now and you are allowed to send
emails to your loved ones. I've just arrived  and have
been checked in. I've seen that everything has
been prepared for your arrival tomorrow. Looking
forward to seeing you then! Hope your journey is as
uneventful as mine was.
P. S. Sure is hot down here!!!




