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A Safe Place
Based on Matthew 1:18-25
Preached on Christmas Eve

By Pastor Nathan Fuehrer
Especially this verse:  where the angel says to Joseph, “She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”

When you’re young and the world is your oyster, you’re on the hunt for adventure and excitement.  But as you get older, and especially when you have a family, you just wanna be safe.  We are all looking for a safe place.  Maybe want a safe place for your kids to go to school, a safe neighborhood for them to play in.  You want a safe place to invest your money.  There was a fire west of town about a month ago, and many people were wondering if they were even safe in their own homes, some were evacuated to a safer place than where they were.  And on a night 2000 years ago, a poor woman was looking for a safe place to have her baby.  All she found was a stable, and there in a manger that night was placed the One who would bring Salvation to the world.
Salvation is a big word, but a good way to understand it is being taken to a safe place or making a place safe for you. Salvation is a warm blanket in a cold house.  Salvation is rain over a raging forest fire.  Salvation is water to a parched tongue, and forgiveness for a fallen soul. Salvation is how our story with God begins, and how it ends.  It’s the story of the Saviour, the one who delivers us to a safe place.

In the beginning God put mankind in a safe place.  God is after all a family man, and wants a peaceful place for them.  The garden of the Lord kept us safe from all harm and danger.  But it could not keep us safe from ourselves.  When our first parents fell, sin entered into our very humanity.  Adam and Eve were removed from a place of safety and a place of peace, and cast into the world of sin until a Saviour would Come.
And a Saviour would come, cause the angel said to Joseph, “You shall call his Name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”  And so here it is...long as there’s sin, the world is not a safe place.  
This sin business may sound like silly superstition, especially when you go to your homes and laugh and eat christmas dinner with your loving family.  But sin is not a superstition, it’s real as your life.  You may not see God, but you see sin, whether you call it that or not.  It’s what makes us uncomfortable in our own skin.  It’s what makes us feel accused by others.  It’s what makes us hate our neighbors, but give ourselves the benefit of the doubt.  It’s what makes us show off to the world and yet hide ourselves from God.  It’s what keeps us in constant battle with our neighbors, with ourselves and with Maker, and it refuses us peace.  As long as there’s sin, the world is not a safe place, and the whole history of mankind is God waging war with sin to save us.

God’s first big battle with sin was in the days of Noah.  There had been skirmishes and incidents in the meantime, but in Noah’s day God looked upon the world and saw nothing but wickedness.  But there was hope in one righteous man whose name was Noah.  So God’s first attack on sin was to amputate, to cut off the wicked people and, in turn, make the world a safe place for Noah and his family.  But it’s not a permanent solution, it just doesn’t last.  
After Noah, we see man Falling again, this time falling upward as mankind tries to build a tower to heaven to conquer God.  Sin forms a united front against God, and God’s response is to divide and conquer.  God  scatters sin, by dividing us into different languages, nations and cultures.   It’s like taking the individual logs out of the fire, it’s more likely to go out if they are separated.  Maybe the world will be a safer place with sin dispersed.  
But where sin has a foothold, it turns into a stronghold.  Rather than the scattered logs going out, they started their own flames.  With different languages and different cultures, came the days of idol worship.  Different gods fashioned after our own wants and desires.  What a mess!  So God chose a special people from out of the sinful world and planted them in a new place, a promised place, a safe place.  He chose his people Israel to be a people set apart from the wicked world, and a people dedicated to Him.  

But the holy land proved not so holy.  And sin crept in once again.  The Israelites ended up raising up evil kings who worshipped toy gods.  There were wars, they were divided and they were conquered.  But there remained a faithful remnant, and in the midst of great distress, this group of people remembered a Promise God had made.  And from that remnant would come A Son of David, a shoot from Jesse, a promise from God that the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, a Saviour, and his name will be called Immanuel, God with us.
God amputated the wicked world from Noah, and the gangrene returned; God dispersed the sin from Babel and the sin spread; God set apart His chosen people from sin, and sin followed.  The message is clear, Sin is persistent and our flesh is weak.  Where is our Hope?  Can there ever be peace and joy in a world of sin?

And so that brings us to this night, to the manger, the swaddling cloths, and the Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  The swaddled son of God has come to save the world and to save you.  And though your flesh is weak, his flesh is strong.  Though you continue to be worn down by the chances and changes of this life, never forget that God is with you.  He’s been fighting for us all along, but he’s done with temporary solutions.  Now he has come to earth, into our flesh and blood to once and for all deliver you, his people, to a safe place by delivering your sin to the cross.  And that’s why we call his Name Jesus, for he has saved his people from their sins, and delivered us into the safest place of all...the hands of our Heavenly Father. 

Merry Christmas!
