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Epiphany 3 & Sanctity of Life Sunday

By Pastor Nathan Fuehrer

The text for today’s sermon is taken from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, chapter 7...especially these verses: “I want you to be free from anxieties.  The unmarried man is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to please the Lord.  But the married man is anxious about worldly things, how to please his wife, and his interests are divided.
When writing to the church in Corinth, St. Paul says.  “I want you to be free from anxieties.”....  And then he begins talking about marriage?  A coincidence?...well, you decide.  He says that the married man is anxious about worldly things, like how to please his wife.  Happy wife, happy life, right?...Paul’s no dummy...he knows things.  He may not have come up with that little rhyme, but even though he was a lifelong bachelor, he knows how married men think.  
He knows things, but sometimes he says things to make us dig a little deeper.  For instance, our reading today is just asking to be read out of context, like, “Let those who have wives live as though they had none.”  Doesn’t sound like very good advice at first blush does it?.  “Let those who have wives live as though they had none.”  It sounds like he’s telling married men to date other women.  But he means something deeper than that.

In a nutshell, Paul is saying that the concerns of this world can easily choke your faith life.  This is the same concern Jesus himself had for us.  He told a parable once, about how a sower went out to sow, and he scattered seeds and some of the seeds fell amongst thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it and it yielded no grain.  The thorns, Jesus is talking about here are the anxieties of this world...the worries by which we hold ourselves hostage to this life.  Jesus also said do not worry about what to eat or what to drink or wear, because what good will it do?  He says why be anxious, after all your worrying can’t add a single hour to your life, in fact, it will probably take it away.

And Paul begins this section by saying the time for this world is short, so don’t worry.  Isn’t that the opposite of what we’re used to?  When some guy with a bullhorn shouts at people on the street, screaming into their brains that the end is near, and that they need to repent or else spend eternity in the lake of fire.  What he’s saying is that time is short, and therefore you better be worried.  
But Paul here is saying the opposite.  He’s saying time is short, so don’t worry, because worrying is the enemy.  Worrying is the thing that makes you cling to this life rather than to your lord and saviour Jesus Christ. 
Now Paul’s message here can be a bit confusing, it is for me anyways and here’s why.  Martin Luther once said something to this effect...that a mother changing her babies dirty diaper does holier and more godly work than all the monks in all the monasteries.  Funny huh?  It’s soo earthy, it’s true.  
Now there’s nothing holy about dirty diapers, but there’s something holy about being a mother, a father, a husband, a wife...and we live in holiness when we live according to our callings.  Someone who lives out their calling, someone who does what God has set them up to do pleases Him more than those who would gain God’s favour burying their head in the sand and closing out the world.
So how does that line up?  Paul says on the one hand that those who have wives should live as though they had none, because marriage concerns can choke your faith.  But on the other hand, marriage is a calling isn’t it?  When you are a husband, you please God by pleasing your wife?  When you’re a mother, don’t you please God by raising your child in a God pleasing way?  Paul himself reminds us to stick to our calling.  St. Paul says a few chapters earlier in Corinthians says,  “Let each person lead the Life that the Lord has assigned to him.” 
I think Paul’s message has two main points.  First of all, we tend to think that God’s salvation means this...that God does his part, and I’ll do my part. God will take care of heaven, but it’s my job to look after the world.  I’ll take care of this life, God looks after the next.   And so we get wrapped up in accomplishing things here and now, that we forget that the “here and now” after all very short.  The father who’s so wrapped up in work that he can’t raise his children with love is anxious.  The woman who finds herself pregnant at a bad time and so sacrifices her child for her career is guilty.  Our own interests and hobbies and ambitions and desires choke the calling that God has given us.  And nothing of the here and now of the world will accompany you to the “there and then” of heaven.  Any castles we build in this life are made of sand, so Paul reminds us not to invest too much in them.
The second thing is this.  Don’t live your life as a people pleaser.  Don’t live your life according to the “happy wife, happy life” philosophy.  Paul wants us to be free from all anxieties.  And after he says so, he speaks about how unmarried men are anxious about the things of God, how to please the lord.  I think we fall into the “Happy God, Happy life” trap.  Now, I know it doesn’t rhyme, like “Happy Wife, Happy Life” does.  But the meaning rhymes.  It’s the “buttering up” philosophy.  It’s the brown-noser’s method.  If I want to be happy, I have to make other people happy, and pretty soon all of our relationships are fake, even our relationship with God.  It is those who are chained to this world and the law who think this way “If I want to be happy, I’ve gotta make God happy, I have to indulge him, laugh at his jokes, scowl with his anger.”  If we please God or men to make life easier for ourselves, we have choked our faith with anxiety over the world.

Under the Law, we try and please people and we try and please God, but our hearts are far from them.  Anxiety is what makes us cling to this life rather than to our lord and saviour Jesus Christ.  That’s why Paul’s message is not to be anxious about anything, but to live your life content with the Lord.  Jesus Christ, when he was resurrected to new life was crowned lord of all...lord of heaven and earth.  And the victory he won he won to make us free from sin, and anxiety would keep us in chains.  
But he says don’t worry, don’t be afraid.  Because on the last day, when the trumpet sounds, and the angels sing, and the Son of Man comes on clouds of glory...none of that other junk will matter.  All of the anxieties of this life will have been like a dream, a memory soon forgotten.  For the joy of seeing your Lord face to face will dry away your anxious tears and give you His peace. 

