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God Is The Patient One
Based on 2 Peter 3:8-14
Preached on December 4, 2011

Advent 2

 By Pastor Nathan Fuehrer

The text for today’s sermon is taken from our Epistle lesson, especially these words from Peter:  The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.
Back in 2008, I announced to my friends and family that I was engaged to be married.  One of my friends, already many years schooled in the art of marriage wrote to me back saying “Congratulations, Soon you’ll understand God’s grace better.  No one can teach you grace like your wife!  She loves you, even though you don’t deserve it.”  Amen, Brother.  I wrote him back saying:  “Thanks, I’m quite excited to enrol in the school of marriage...and while Nicole is teaching me grace, I’m sure I’ll give her many opportunities to learn patience.
We are in the season of Advent, a word that means “to come.”  Advent points to the coming of Jesus, in the manger, on the cross, in the church, and on the last day.  If Advent points to Jesus’ coming, it also points to our waiting. And the proper way to wait is patiently.  “Patience is a virtue”...that’s one of those phrases that isn’t in the bible, but it might as well be.  
Evidently, there were people in Peter’s time waiting for Jesus to come on the last day, and they thought he was taking too long.  They were thinking that God’s promises, as wonderful as they are, are just empty words until they are fulfilled...and that He was slow to fulfill his promise.  What do you think?  Does God need to get his backside in gear and rescue us from this world of woes, this veil of tears?   Does God need to giddyup, get ‘er done?  Does God need to get up and give’er?  
Most of us can wait another thousand years for Jesus to come to bring a new heaven and a new earth...it’ll be nice, but we can wait.  But what we have trouble waiting for is for God to come and take away our suffering.  When we are brought to our knees, when times are tough, when tragedy strikes we cry the proverbial cry: “God where are you?”  And I don’t think we mean, giddyup Jesus, come and Judge the living and the dead and take us to heaven.  We don’t mean hurry up Lord and darken the sun, turn the moon to blood, ask us to give an account of our deeds.  What we mean when we say “Where are you God” is, giddyup Lord, get your butt down here on earth and solve my problem.  

“God you promise to deliver your people, well here I am in a tough spot...Where are you?”, get to work.  I put my faith in you...I surrender...your Word is my obedience.  I’m hurting Lord, where are you?  Come on...I’m waiting.

We are all waiting for an end to suffering, and when times are good, waiting patiently is pretty easy.  But when times are hard so is waiting.  When times are hard, we wait for God like we are waiting outside the bathroom door doing the peepee dance.  When times are tough we wait for God like Black Friday pandemonium waiting at the door for the store to open so we can rush in...hopefully you leaving your pepper spray at home.  When times are unbearable,  those are the times when we really feel Advent...those are the times when we are ready to focus on God’s coming.  Those are the times that really test our patience, and those are the times that our patience fails.
You’ll notice, though, Peter doesn’t talk about our patience, not here anyway.  Today Peter instead points to God’s patience.  It’s real easy to think that we are being patient with God...the same way you have to be patient with your husband...because he’s such a pain.  Peter reminds us today that it is not we who must be patient with God, but God is the one showing patience with us.   In an instant he could weigh you in the balance, instead he waits.  He waits until the proper time, the time when salvation can reach all those who reach repentance.
Peter writes, “But do not overlook this fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years is one day.”  What does that mean?  That does not mean that God really created the heavens and the earth in 6000 years, or in one six-thousandth of a day.   Sorry to break it to ya, but that doesn’t mean that you still have 21,000 years to get your Christmas shopping done, giddyup.   What it does mean is that God’s time is different that our time.  It means that God lives in the Eternal moment, and for heaven’s sake, you should too.  It means that the sufferings you feel today are but a moment compared to the eternity of God, the blessed eternity you live in when you live by faith.
Albert Einstein--the undisputed heavyweight genius of the 20th century--is mostly known for his theory of relativity.  And for a genius, he had a really down to earth way of explaining how the universe works physically.  For instance, He once said that “you don’t really understand something until you can explain it to your grandmother.”  Well once upon a while, he had to explain his theories of relativity, maybe to his grandmother I dunno.  But he said this.  Put your hand on a hot stove for a minute, it seems like an hour.  Sit with a pretty girl for an hour, it seems like a minute, THAT’S relativity.
“The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you.”  God promises to deliver you from all sin, from death and from the designs of the devil.  He promises to free you from suffering and struggle, and He has right here, right now, even if it doesn’t always seem like it.  And so this Advent we wait for Christ in hope...not counting the days, but counting the blessings until that glorious day comes.  
Ladies and Gentlmen, here’s the message.  If you understand patience to mean that you are to be patient with God, you are going to live an anxious life, and your days of suffering will be as thousands of years.  If God’s grace is dependent upon our patience, we are lost.  But the message is that God is the patient one, he is patient with the world , and he is patient with you.  It is his patience that saves you, it is the longsuffering of his Son that gives you peace now and gives you peace forever.
