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Epiphany 5

By Pastor Nathan Fuehrer

Especially this verse:  After Jesus left his disciples to go pray, they went out to find him.  And after searching, they did find him and told him that everyone was looking for him, and he responded with these words:  “Let us go on to the next towns, that I may preach there also, for that is why I came out.”  Jesus says that the reason he came to earth and visited people is to preach to them.
With today’s technology, it’s real easy to keep track of people.  It’s almost hard to imagine life without a cellphone.  Because of cellphones we can call people at a whim to find out where they are, or text people as to our own whereabouts.  Or tweet...now you can tweet.  Through Twitter, You can post on your own website-like thing where you are, and what you’re doing there at every moment of the day.  Play-by-play action of the life of ... us.  
I dunno about you, but my life isn’t that interesting.  Oh, I think it’s pretty darn interesting, but I doubt you would.  Jesus, though...I’d follow his tweet.  And anybody who knew him would’ve wished he had a cell phone.  Our youth group took a trip to Edmonton for the LC-C National youth gathering in July 2010; and to my utter astonishment nine out of the ten youth that went had cellphones, and most of them were smartphones even!  Now at first I grumbled, rah rah rah, kids these days, don’t know how to talk to people, rah rah rah.  But oh what a wonderful blessing.  I know why parents get their kids cellphones.  It sure was nice to know that, if they would wander off, or wanted to go to this workshop or that, I could keep in contact with them, and if they got delayed they could let me know so I wouldn’t have to worry.
I bet Jesus’ family and friends would’ve liked him to have a smartphone, because he was always wandering off to places unknown and left his friends and family looking for him.  When he was 12, his parents had lost him.  “I think it’s quite funny…if you look up the story in a children’s bible story book, the story is sometimes titled, “Jesus is Lost”.   Funny, eh?  It’s funny because his parents think he’s lost, but Jesus knows exactly where he is.  He wandered off to be in the temple with the Rabbi’s, the teachers of God.  He wasn’t lost, he went there on purpose.

And today, Jesus had a long hard day of healing people and casting out demons and preaching and he went to sleep.  And when his disciples woke up, he was gone.  He was gone.  They were looking for him, they didn’t know where he was.  Just left, didn’t take a cellphone with him, didn’t send a text, didn’t leave a note, nothing.  How inconsiderate, how rude.
Well, when Jesus wandered off from his parents when he was 12, he said “Why were you looking for me, don’t you know that I need to go about my father’s business”.    Today, Jesus runs off once again to a private place to pray privately, and when his disciples, found him they said, “All men seek you.”  This time he doesn’t say, I need to go about my Father’s business.  He responds saying, “yep, I guess I need to get going, let’s moving on to other towns so I can preach there too...that is, after all, what I came out for…to preach.”  Jesus is a busy guy, always about his Father’s business, and he tells his disciples today that, his Father’s business is for him to preach.
Jesus’ business on earth is to preach.  He came to preach, and he healed people and cast out demons because these things assisted his preaching.

Paul speaks also today about the means of Grace…how God uses his Word as an instrument through which he finds you.  In today’s epistle lesson,  Paul says run to win the prize, and do you know what he’s talking about?  Usually people think he’s talking about working towards your own salvation.  Run means “work hard” and the reward, the imperishable prize is your own salvation…as if God is waiting at the finish line for us to make it to him before the race is over…as if you find Him at the end of the race.  
Paul is speaking about the prize of eternal life, it’s true.  But the prize you run toward, is winning others to Christ—and that happens through preaching.  Winning other’s for Christ.  Running the race is evangelism, and the prize is saving others.

And this preaching is so important, Paul says, that nothing else matters in comparison.  He says, I’ll become weak for the weak, I’ll become a like a Jew to reach Jews, I grow my hair out for the easy-going, I’ll cut my hair for the strait-laced because it just doesn’t matter.   These things are details; what wins souls is preaching.  And Paul is not trying to please people in doing these things...he realizes that details can be distractions, and so he’s trying to avoid anything that might be a distraction to preaching.
Winning people for Christ comes about by preaching.  It’s the truth, and there are witnesses.  The first witness to take the stand today I give you Paul, and the second I give you Jesus.  Paul talks about nothing but preaching people into heaven in his letter today.  And he knows that it is not him, but God working through his preaching.
Ladies and gentlemen, you know, Jesus died on the cross so that we don’t have to die eternally.  And through his selfless act of sacrifice, he paid for the sins of all men.  But Jesus could’ve died a thousand times on the cross, and it wouldn’t have done anyone any good if it were never preached.  We are saved by faith, and faith is a gift received from God, and faith comes by hearing.  Jesus may enter into your heart, but he comes in through your ear.
Jesus hasn’t changed since the time of the disciples.  He still doesn’t have a cellphone and like the Holy Spirit, He comes and goes as he pleases.  Everyone seeks him, not everyone finds him.  People look for him on the mountain tops and the beauty of creation, in the love of family and friends, people look for him in various and sundry forms of “spirituality”.  Some seek to find Jesus…the only problem is, He’s not lost.  He knows exactly where He is and what he’s doing.  
Does that mean Jesus is somewhat mysterious and unpredictable?...yes it does…but that doesn’t make him irresponsible.  People may not find him where they want him to be, but He makes one commitment that you can take to the bank.  He promises that to find you through preaching.  The death of your sin and the new life in God comes through the preaching of the Law and the Gospel, through the evangelized waters of Holy Baptism, and through the bread and wine all combined with his Word to make the recipe of forgiveness, and the balm of salvation.  In these things He will come and find you…in preaching, dear people of God, He will come and save you.
