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HEY PASTOR WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE SUMMER

“VACA” DESTINATION?

Good question! I have got to say that I am torn on that!

I love going to the mountains in the summer. I live so close to
them. I can pack a picnic meal and in a matter of an hour I can
be in the mountains, enjoying the beauty and grandeur of
God’s creation! Doesn’t get much better does it?!
But on the other hand I also like to go to Vancouver Island
where my family lives. Once again the scenery of the Island is
a visual picnic to take in and it is made all the better when it
shared with family!

Both places hold fond memories for me. But I often get a
chuckle when I remember taking our young family out to the
mountains and seeing their awe struck faces take in the
awesome scene and discover “squivers”. Somewhere along
the line, our conversations came around to the theological
question of how the mountains got to be mountains, to which,
one of the boys pointedly said, “God planted mountain seeds
and they grew! Come on dad, you are a pastor, you should
know this stuff!” (Can you tell they are prairie kids?!)

Seeds/Word – In the parables Jesus uses the illustration of
seeds to teach concerning God’s powerful creative Word.

The first book of the Bible and first words of the first book of
Bible tell us that in the beginning there was God. (This is also
the first word in John’s Gospel, which I would encourage you
to look up and read for yourself.) There was God and only God
and God created all things by His Word. He spoke, and it
came into being. And it was good! And so thus we believe the
mountains were formed, not by His hands, as the familiar
Gospel song goes, but by His Word. And He continues to hold
His whole creation in His Word.

Summer time and summer “Vaca” time is a great time to
reflect upon the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed, “I believe
in God the Father, Maker of heaven and earth.”

The whole of creation is God’s. He made it and He fills it with
His gracious presence. That is such a comfort and hope to
“hang with” this summer.

Summer for me is also about family. And there is no better
family than to “hang with” my heavenly Father. Yes God is my
creator who has created this whole earth and even me and

fills it all with His presence. In Christ, He adopted me into His
family and made me his son. In Christ, not only is my God
my creator/maker, He is also my dear heavenly Father. –
Cool or what?! In Holy Baptism He placed His own Spirit into
me and so He has filled my whole being with His presence!

Pastor what is your favorite summer “vaca” destination?

I love summer “vaca” time and I love hanging out with my
Heavenly Father in His Word and with my family – which
includes you – my dear brothers and sisters in Christ!
God be with you and fill you up, in Christ Jesus! 
-Pastor Rob

INTENTIONAL INTERIM PASTOR’S REPORT

The majority of the work of the Intentional Interim Taskforce
is complete. The taskforce is busy compiling the
congregational input and putting together its final report
during these summer months. Thank you to the members of
the taskforce: Katherine Canfield, Dick Dunn, Carol Eldridge,
Bill Grabowsky, Margita Witzke, Don Zech for their work.
Also thank you to the many congregational members who
have become engaged in the intentional interim ministry
tasks, spent their time in small group meetings sharing their
insights, passions, challenges and dreams for the
congregation.
Over the last year the members of the congregation have
worked very hard to come to a better understanding of itself
warts and bruises and all of its beauty. It is moving forward
into its future with a new sense of mission and direction and
a renewed sense of optimism. The pace of work has been
slow at times and painful as well. The challenges and
complexities of Immanuel as a living organism are many and
the congregation has discovered that there is no one simple
solution. Rather it will take patience, the grace of God and
commitment from all her members to work together for the
sake of the Gospel and for the care of God’s people. 
 Most of the documents of the interim ministry taskforce are
located on the congregation’s website and members of the
congregation are invited to take the time to read through
those documents.
The congregation has begun work with the President
Schaeffer and his designated representatives to re-build the
ties between the District and the congregation. President
Schaeffer was our guest preacher on Father’s Day and
indicated his commitment to this congregation. We will look
forward to inviting him to being with us in congregational



meeting format so that people can have an opportunity to
converse with President Schaeffer.
Very soon the congregation will engage in the final portion of
the intentional Interim Ministry work, the call process. A
process for calling will be established, a call committee will be
struck by the congregation and the search will begin, followed
by a period of negotiation, a call being issued, an installation
planned and the startup begun. 
It is understandable that numerous congregational members
have decided to sit on the sidelines and ponder their future
with the congregation. As the future of the congregation is
better clarified in mission, vision and direction my prayer is
that each member will find their place in the ministry of the
congregation and humbly commit themselves to working
together as servant’s for Jesus’ sake.
In Christ,
Pastor Rob

VACAT ION  B I B LE  SCHOOL
CORNER—Where can you help with
this outreach??

Only 2 weeks till VBS starts!  We
appreciate your prayers for Mighty
Fortress, our Vacation Bible School being
held on July 17 – July 21. Ask God to bring

children to our program so they can know and grow in Jesus,
our Savior! Ask God to provide leaders and helpers for this
important mission. 

URGENTLY NEEDED FOR VBS: KITCHEN HELP to
organize snacks for each group each morning and a Truth Be
Told leader. The Truth Be Told Leader is a fun simple
position where you share stories, activities and games with
each group of children for about 15 minutes throughout the
morning. These activities, stories, games etc. are laid out in a
simple format for your follow, read and share with the children.
It tells reformation story is simple fun ways for children to
understand in celebration of 150 years of reformation.
Samples of the first day lesson are on the table in the foyer
should you be interested in learning more. For more
information or to volunteer please speak with Kari Kautz 403-
359-3400 or Katherine Canfield 587-220-1672 today.

Come One, Come All for a fun inter-generational youth
event for people 12 – 90 years of age! Tuesday July 11 at
7 p.m. come for an evening of fun creativity, laughter, and
homemade banana splits. Become a set designer. Bring your
ideas. Plan to help create and set up back drops for our VBS
Story Time and sanctuary etc. For more information please
call Katherine 587-220-1672 or Kari 403-359-3400.

VBS Snack Items Needed: Please help us keep cost low for
VBS and sign up today to donate a snack item on the list on
the on bulletin board. Only two week till VBS starts.

VBS STAFF PLEASE NOTE: Commissioning of VBS Staff will
be held during service on Sunday July 9th during the 10 a.m.
service. Please plan to be available for this.  VBS Orientation
is set for Monday July 10 at 7:00 p.m. Please mark your
Calendars and confirm your attendance with Kari by texting or
calling 403-359-3400.

Only 2 weeks till VBS starts!  We appreciate your prayers
for Mighty Fortress, our Vacation Bible School being held on
July 17 – July 21. Ask God to bring children to our program so
they can know and grow in Jesus, our Savior! Ask God to
provide leaders and helpers for this important mission.

The Heart of a Sunday School Teacher
is not measured in size but by the Depth
of their Commitment! Thank you to this
year’s past Sunday School Teachers for
their investment of time, relationships
and commitment to sharing the love and
salvation we have in our Lord Jesus

Christ with the children in their classes! Stacey Lutz, Kari
Kautz, Kent Karapita, Mary Ann Fuller, Susan Murray,
Joanne Des Roche, Sarah Lindemann, Bonnie Anton ,
Rachel Anton, Julia Anton, Debbie Lemke, Nicole Koenig,
Dayna Bosnak, & Kelsey Whipple.

LITTLE LAMBS CHRISTIAN PRE-SCHOOL

Hello from Little Lambs. THANK-YOU THANK-YOU THANK-
YOU to those of you who volunteered at our Year End
Celebration. It was greatly appreciated by all of us. It's so
nice to have the support from the church for these special
occasions.

Little Lambs will start the 2017-2018 school year with our
Orientation week on Sept. 6and7. Regular classes start up
on Sept. 11.
Have a wonderful summer!!
Teacher Carmen

PUERTO PENASCO MISSION PROJECT UPDATE

As most of you know, Immanuel has been involved over the
past 4-5 years in helping families in need through Mission
projects in home building and home additions in the town of
Puerto Penasco, Mexico.

Our committee will be meeting in July—we are urging
anyone who is planning to participate in the mission to attend
if at all possible. Also, we invite anyone who is interested and
is looking for more information about the mission to come to
this meeting. We need to get a fairly firm idea of how many
volunteers we have to work with, so that accommodations
can be arranged. Accommodation is provided during the
build as well as breakfast and lunch on the working days.
Participants are responsible for the cost of transportation to
and from Puerto Penasco and evening meals. Participants
are also responsible to pay for any extra nights
accommodation before or after the build.
  
July meeting date to be announced. Please contact Irm in
the church office or check the weekly bulletin for the July
meeting date. 

Please sign-up on the sheet on the bulletin board just outside
the Fellowship Hall if you’re planning to volunteer in this
rewarding Mission project.
 
In His service,
Darlene Stein

SONG AND HYMN FEST SERVICE

Song and Hymn Fest Service - July 23rd will
be a "Song and Hymn Sing" service. On that
Sunday we will  sing the congregational
member's favourite songs and hymns. In
order to do that we are asking members to
submit the name of their favourite song or
hymn. We may not be able to sing all the



selections submitted but we will sing the ones most frequently
submitted.

MOM’S TIME, SISTERS IN CHRIST 

MOM’S TIME, SISTERS IN CHRIST  --- will
continue to meet over the summer months
on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month.
July 13th and July 27th from 9:30 -11:30 a.m.
We encourage all women to join us for
coffee and conversation. This is an open
invitation to all women at any time, whether
you are a new mom, a grandmother or great grandmother or
great great grandmother. Share your journey of motherhood
and life with us and mentor us.  Feel free to contact Katherine
Canfield at any time if you have questions. 587-220-1672.

A SHORT STORY FOR OUR ALL SISTERS IN CHRIST OF
AGES
Once upon a time a friend and I were visiting another friend’s
church, enduring that uncomfortable time after the service
when you stand around, a cup of lukewarm coffee in one hand
and an cookie in the other, feeling like you have the word
‘visitor’ tattooed across your forehead and waiting for
someone to approach you to make awkward conversation.

But the woman who approached us quickly put us at ease.
She was white-haired, bright-eyed and vivacious, and she
asked us, “Is this your first time here?” with sincerity and
warmth, as if she really wanted to know the answer. We
basked in her interest.

As we chatted, it became apparent that here was an older
woman who hadn’t lost interest in younger women. She told us
that she went to the young people’s evening service as well as
the morning service just so she could spend time with young
women and encourage them in their faith.

As my friend and I reflected on the conversation later, we
realized the same thought had run through both our minds:
“She is the woman I want to become”.

DEAR WOMEN OF IMMANUEL  How can we become this
sort of woman? How can we encourage and train other
women to become like her? 
Women’s ministries often struggle with a lack of clear
direction. It can be hard for women to know how to encourage
other women. What we need is a clear direction—a simple
aim to keep in mind. Here’s an excellent place to start:  Titus
2:3-5New International Version (NIV) 3 Likewise, teach the
older women to be reverent in the way they live, not to be
slanderers or addicted to much wine, but to teach what is
good. 4 Then they can urge the younger women to love their
husbands and children, 5 to be self-controlled and pure, to be
busy at home, to be kind, and to be subject to their
husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God.

These verses give shape and purpose to women’s ministry,
whether formal or informal. They give us a clear statement of
purpose: older women are encouraged to model, mentor & be
involved in the lives of younger women.

It is an honour, privilege and responsibility to share both the
joys, challenges and struggles of godly womanhood and the
life of a Christian woman.   It’s vital that women don’t lose
sight of this goal.

How are we doing, here at Immanuel? Are we able to see
women involved and serving in the lives of other women? Are
you able to see yourself serving your sisters in Christ? 

Consider how you could serve by mentoring, modelling or
encourage another women of a different age? What do you
need in order to serve a sister in Christ? In what ways could
you build or encourage relationships that flourish between
women of different ages? Imagine and imagine more, what
visions do you have? 

Stop in on a 2nd or 4th Thursday of the month for coffee and
conversation with other moms in the fireside room 9:30 –
11:30 a.m. It is amazing the way the Holy Spirit can use
conversation to add wisdom, thoughts and life to another
woman’s life.              

A Servant with You in Christ --- Katherine Canfield Parish
Coordinator

 “I don’t work on the church that I have,”  “I work on the
church that I want to have.”

IMMANUEL LIBRARY’S BOOK OF THE MONTH
 

 
This book was National Treasure
meets Indiana Jones with The DaVinci
Code mixed in.

Every year, professor of antiquities
Jack Hawthorne looks forward to the
winter break as a time to hide away
from his responsibilities. Even if just
for a week or two. But this year, his
plans are derailed when he's offered
almost a blank check from a man
chasing a rumor. Billionaire Gordon
Reese thinks he knows where the

bones of the prophet Elisha are--bones that in the Old
Testament brought the dead back to life. A born skeptic,
Jack doesn't think much of the assignment but he could use
the money, so he takes the first step on a chase for the
legendary bones that will take him to the very ends of the
earth. But he's not alone. Joined with a fiery colleague,
Esperanza Habilla, they soon discover clues to a shadowy
organization whose long-held secrets have been protected
. . . at all costs. As their lives are threatened again and again,
the real race is to uncover the truth before those chasing
them hunt them down. His book was National Treasure
meets Indiana Jones with The DaVinci Code mixed in.

CONGREGATION FINANCIAL UPDATE

The Good Lord has been moving our members to consider
their financial support of Immanuel and so far, things are
coming along with a slow and steady climb toward getting out
of deficit.  We’re thankful for the folks who generously
increased their giving or gave lump sum payments.  But don’t
get too excited because we’re not out of the red yet so we
need to continue talking about the deficit to reach a point of
stable and consistent giving.  At this moment in time, pre-
authorized giving supports approximately 31% of our annual
budget with the other 69% being variable and coming in the
Sunday offering plate.  To meet the 69% mark, the variable
giving should be at an average of $4,988 per Sunday and
year to date we’re not there.  The bottom line is we need to
encourage more folks to increase their giving, be it pre-
authorized or in the Sunday plate, etc.

Like I said last month, there are a few quick and easy ways
to solve the deficit problem such as increasing your
individual giving just a little bit, signing up for pre-authorized
withdrawal so you give when you’re not at church,



encouraging friends who you haven’t seen at church in a while
to come back, or to increase your individual giving with a one-
time top up.  Here’s some simple math:  if our average Sunday
attendance is 150 and if each person there gives an extra $5
per Sunday we’d have $3,000 more per month – problem
solved ??.

Are you looking for alternate ways to get your financial support
to Immanuel?  Because we’re getting “techy” here at
Immanuel, now we can accept Interac Email Transfers via
your online banking on your computer or cell phone.  It’s really
easy and fast so don’t be afraidR  use the email recipient
treasurer@immanuellutheran.ca in the “to whom” box and
your offering will get accepted right away.  We’re also looking
into a third party accepting offerings online for us – more info
on that soonR
 
I’m glad to talk with you about our deficit or any other financial
questions you may have so please call me at 403-894-8836.

Sincerely,
Chris Marriner, Treasurer

C Attendance at our annual ladies salad supper was 133 with
over 80 salads to enjoy!

C We are blessed with 7 new confirmands all eager to
embrace Ministry opportunities!

C Our annual Father's Day gourmet hot dog lunch had
approximately 120 join in....the sauerkraut went fast...must
be all us Germans!

C The Preschool area is in need of serious floor repairs
which they have offered to pay our of their budget.

C Our monthly mortgage for the church is $6760.18

SENIORS HAVING COFFEE

A group of seniors were sitting around at the Coffee Club
talking about all their ailments.

"My arms have got so weak I can hardly lift this cup of coffee,"
said one.

"Yes, I know," said another.

"My cataracts are so bad, I can't even see my coffee."

"I couldn't even mark an "X" at election time because my
hands are so crippled," volunteered a third.

"What? Speak up! What? I can't hear you,” said one elderly
lady.

“I can't turn my head because of the arthritis in my neck," said
one, to which several nodded weakly in agreement.

"My blood pressure pills make me so dizzy!" exclaimed
another.

"I forget where I am, and where I'm going," said another.

"I guess that's the price we pay for getting old," winced an old
man as he slowly shook his head.

The others nodded in agreement.

"Well, count your blessings," said a woman cheerfully ...
"Thank Goodness we can all still drive."  

CHEAP PERFUME 

After being away on business, Tim thought
it would be nice to bring his wife a little gift. 

"How about some perfume?" he asked the
cosmetics clerk. She showed him a bottle
costing $50.00. "

That's a bit much," said Tim, so she returned with a
smaller bottle for $30.00. 

"That's still quite a bit," Tim complained. 

Growing annoyed, the clerk brought out a tiny $15.00
bottle. "What I mean," said Tim, "is I'd like to see
something really cheap." 

The clerk handed him a mirror. 


