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A LENTEN THANKSGIVING

� even when we were dead in our trespasses, [God]
made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have
been saved— Ephesians 2:5

HEY PASTOR! WHAT ARE YOU THANKFUL FOR
THIS MONTH?

Good question! As I look out my window and see
another return to winter like weather my response
is�”certainly not the weather!!!”
But a look at my calendar reminds me that we have
entered the season of Lent in the Church Year. Lent is
a “church word” for “Spring.” I know cool eh?! We are a
month ahead of the rest of the world again. We
celebrated the New Year a whole month earlier and now
we are celebrating Spring a whole month ahead of the
rest of the world! Right now however, its takes a lot of
faith to rejoice in Spring because we have little evidence
of its arrival. 
And that’s really the thing about the season of Lent, the
season of Spring, it both demands and gives faith. Let
me explain what I mean� The Church has set aside a
period of time within the year for Christians to focus on
penitence. The early Church Fathers decided to set
aside the days before the great high Festival of Easter
for this and since Easter occurs in Spring they called
this season before the celebration of Easter – “Lent” or
“Spring.” I know those ancients were so original in their
use of names!
 As we have been learning in our Wednesday Lenten
Evening devotional time, those who are penitent are
those who sorrow over our sins and who trust in Jesus,
our Saviour’s work to forgive our sin. To be a penitent is
to both acknowledge and sorrow over sin as revealed in
God’s Holy Word of Law and to believe in His Holy
Gospel, in Jesus’ as the sinner’s hope for forgiveness of
sin . This kind of Faith is born not in the heart of the
believer but given from above, from God, the Holy Spirit
through the Word of God and His means of grace,
through Baptism, Holy Absolution and the Lord’s
Supper.
As I reflect upon the journey of my life thus far, even in
these first couple of months of 2017, I see how battered
and bruised, spiritually, I have become and how
tarnished with sin, that once glistening white robe of

Christ’s righteousness is and how broken by falling into
the potholes of temptation I have become.
Dust you are and to dust you shall return are words
which mark Ash Wednesday and our entrance into our
Lenten Thanksgiving. That confession requires faith
born of God. So likewise, is the promise of being born
again, born from above. I mean lets face it. Our reason
says, if you are dead, you are dead. But Lent says you
are dead, and from death comes new life.
I am thankful for this season of Lent, which like the first
car wash of spring restores the gleam of my car, brings
new life, luster to my life. And like Spring car washes I
am reminded that this is a daily event! Luther calls it
our daily baptismal dip. 
Spring is a time of joyful hope. It is a time of
celebrating the return to life of the sinner who once was
dead to God but now is made alive in Christ. Spring is
a time of sorrow recognizing that it is my sin that was
the cause of an innocent man’s unjust suffering and
death.
But for me, Spring, Lent, is time of thanksgiving for
Jesus my Saviour! Its is a time for faith, it both
demands and supplies this faith through our focus on
the Word of God, our practice of the Lenten disciplines
of prayer, fasting and almsgiving. I pray that yours will
be a Lenten thanksgiving as well!
A blessed Lenten Thanksgiving to one and all!

INTENTIONAL INTERIM MINISTRY REPORT FOR

FEBRUARY 2017

Greetings all, I pray this finds you well. I was on
holidays during the first week of February and with the
short month I can say that this month went by very
quickly.
The Intentional Interim Task force met again this month
to review the communications survey. We are thankful
for Margita’s summary of the survey results. The
results were approved to be forwarded to the Parish
Planning Council for their consideration and action.
In addition the Task force members continue to study
resource material in preparation for preparing the
Mission, Vision and Direction process. Two articles in
this area were reviewed and discussed. One was an
Article written by Steven McAlpine in which he tries to
outline the change of culture the church is facing and
how it impacts the way we think about outreach. The



second is the change of congregational focus needed in
this age as experienced one of Lutheranism’s most
successful church growth pastor, Walt Kallestad. Both
articles are in the office and are available for you to
read.
A congregational survey form is being prepared and it is
hoped will be ready for distribution to the members of
the congregation in March. This survey is focused on
gaining input from the congregation on what it
understands it preferred future to look like. It is called
the Mission/Vision/ Direction survey.
Another round of Hope Group meetings was undertaken
in February with this month’s theme entitled
“Discovering our Hunger,” based on a discussion of
Psalm 107:1-9. Three Hope group meetings were
undertaken in February. There are a number of Hope
Group meetings planned for March. There are now 5
active hope groups formed, most are committed to
meeting monthly. There are two more additional groups
we planning to form. One will be planned for a day time
meeting at the church. On Sunday March 12th we will
have a single worship service with all members of the
congregation. The abbreviated service will prepare us
for and lead us into a congregational Bible discussion
based on the Hope Group format.
The Heritage Committee has completed its report and
has submitted it to the Parish Planning Council for their
consideration and action. I am thankful to the members
of the Heritage Committee that began their work in
September. The members include Karen Barby, Rita
Boltezar, Bob and Marj Hedrich, and Shirley Masnyk.
The next months will focus on congregational and inter-
congregational reconciliation. District President Dr.
Glenn Schaeffer, has invited the congregation to
explore with him a process for the inter-congregational
restoration of peace between Immanuel Lutheran
Church and Resurrection Lutheran Church.
Representatives of our congregation, Tyler Rodgers,
Rita Boltezar and Dick Dunn will sit down with President
Schaeffer and representatives of Resurrection to enter
into a discussion. Please continue steadfast in prayer
for this meeting. 

President Schaeffer’s words are good for all of us to
prayerfully read, I realize that the majority of the
members of both congregations probably prefer to
“move on” for any number of reasons, but
unfortunately, if the hurt/sin resulting from the
separation is not addressed in a God-pleasing
manner, it will fester in both congregations affecting
their ministries for years to come. As the writer of the
book of Hebrews warns, “a bitter root grows up and
causes trouble and defiles many,” Paul warned the
Galatians about the destructive nature of their
conflicts saying, “If you keep on biting and devouring
each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by
each other,” (Galatians 5:15) James teaches what is
needed for healing, “Therefore confess your sins to
each other so that you may be healed.(James 5:16a)

Reconciliation is not the absence of open conflict, but
rather is the restoration of relationships that comes
about from confession and forgiveness.”

May the Lord Jesus himself guide and guard our hearts
as we continue through this interim period. I will end
with the words of St. Paul’s blessings to the church in
1 Thessalonians 5:23–24 “Now may the God of peace
himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole
spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is
faithful; he will surely do it.”
In Christ,
Pastor Rob 

MARCH PARISH PLANNING COUNCIL UPDATE

Our Parish Planning Council met for the second time
together February 9th. The elders and boards have all
continued to be active in their respective areas, not
shying away from any work. 

As I reported last month, better communication from
PPC to the congregation is a goal. To help achieve
that, PPC actioned several items to enhance our
communication. First, the fellowship committee
organized an information fair February 26th for
members to be able to see and talk to all of the groups
in Immanuel. Second, pictures of council members will
be displayed on the bulletin board so you know who we
are .  Ne x t  we  d i s c u s s e d  s e t t i ng  up
‘immanuellutheran.ca’ email addresses for various
groups within PPC that could benefit from them. We
also moved to make a copy of the minutes and reports
readily available to the congregation by placing them in
the narthex for easy access ( this is a work in
progress). Finally we recognize that this needs to be an
ongoing topic, so we have made communication a
standing agenda item for future PPC meetings.

Along the lines of communication, Rita and I decided it
would be a good idea to compile reports of our own
every month for PPC. Our first Chair and Vice-chair
reports were presented to the PPC at February’s
meeting. We figure this is a great way to communicate
what we do in our roles, and will help to better guide
successors into these roles in the future. Succession
planning� another goal! 

Want information, electronic copies of reports or to get
a hold of me for any other reason? Simply email me:
chairman@immanuellutheran.ca . Once the other
emails become active we will have them posted to our
website for easy reference. 

God bless,
Tyler Rodgers - Chairman



MIDWEEK LENTEN WORSHIP

We will be having our Ash Wednesday worship service
with the Rite for the Imposition of Ashes on March 1st. We
invite you to join us for a simple meal of soup and buns at
6:00 p.m. followed by the worship service at 7:00.  The
Lenten supper and Services will continue the same time
every Wednesday until Holy Week.  There is a sign up
sheet on the bulletin board if you are able to take a turn
and make soup.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

“Train up a child in the way he

should go; even when he is old he

will not depart from it.” Proverbs

22:6
Martin Luther loved children his entire
life, and he knew that every child
should be given a thorough religious
training by his parents. After he,

himself, became a parents. After he, himself, became a
parent, this feeling only intensified for him. In 1529 he
wrote the following:
For if we want to have good and capable persons for
both temporal and spiritual leadership, we must certainly
spare no diligence, effort, or cost in teaching and
educating our children that they may be able to serve
God and the world. We must think not only how we may
amass money and possessions for them; for God can
surely support them and make them rich without us, as
He is doing every day. But He has given and entrusted
children to us that we should train and govern them
according to His will; otherwise He would have no need
of father and mother. Let everyone know, therefore, that
it is his duty , on peril of losing his favor, to bring up his
children above all things in the fear and knowledge of
God and, if they are talented, to let them learn and
study so that they may be of service wherever they are
needed.

Here at Immanuel Lutheran we, too, believe that
children must be given a solid foundation in the
Christian faith. The foundation begins at home, with you,
the parents, and it continues with regular participation in
Sunday School, confirmation classes and worship.

Dear Parents; Following is a list of the Bible Words that
we will study during the month of March. Let the words
become part of your family conversations and prayers.
Post them on your fridge or child’s bedroom doors to
remind you to talk about them. 
March 5th – The Son of Man came to seek and to save
the lost. Luke 19:10
March 12th –Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the
name of the Lord! Mark 11:9
March 19th – Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your and with all your might. Deuteronomy
6:5

March 26th Jesus took bread�and he took a cup.
Mathew 26; 26-27

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Our VBS will be held Monday – Friday, July 16 -21, 2017,
9:00 – 11:55 a.m. at Immanuel Lutheran church.  It is
our prayer that God has VBS in His plan for your life!
We know that Jesus will work through YOU at VBS.
Would you prayerfully consider serving at VBS? Sign
up today on the sign-up sheet in the foyer and become
part of this important ministry!
Visit the VBS website at vbs.cph.org for more details
about the various sites, volunteer training, decorating
information, and more.
Questions? Need more information? - Contact
Katherine Canfield 587-220-1672 

YOUTH NIGHT

Youth night on Wednesday March
8th - A few things to note about this
event is that the time is from 6:00 -
8:00 p.m. and pickup and drop off
will be at Get Air, the trampoline
park at 220 - 9th Avenue North,
Lethbridge. We are planning on
meeting there for 5:45! There is also a cost for this
event, as we haven't had any fund raising opportunities
yet. $14 per youth OR $11 if your child already has a
pair of trampoline socks they can bring. Please note
that we are narrowing our age group to 11-17 years
old. 
There is an online waiver that must be filled out prior to the

event by parents/guardians.  Please talk to Adrian, Stacey or
myself regarding transportation to or from the event if
needed. 

MISSION PROJECT - VACATION WITH A PURPOSE

A local committee is in the process of consulting with
Shirley Masnyk as well as the Board of Outreach as we
anticipate a mission project for this fall.  Tentative
dates have been set aside for November 8 – 18.  If you

feel lead to participate in “a
vacation with a purpose”
please contact Sherry
Fruson, Darlene Stein, Tyrel
Gagne or Richard Brown and
watch your monthly news

letter for details as they become available.

INFORMATION MEET AND GREET FAIR



So folks what did you think? Did you appreciate the
opportunity to meet the Parish Planning council members
and the various boards they serve on? Were you surprised
to see all the different groups operating within Immanuel
sharing the good news of Jesus Christ through various
means? Did you learn something new? Please share your
thoughts with the parish planning council, fellowship
committee or Parish Coordinator if you thought this was a
useful event. Would like to see it as an annual event?

YOU ARE INVITED, PLEASE COME TO MOM’S

TIME SISTERS IN CHRIST UNITE!

We need woman of all
ages to walk along with
us in our journey. Mom’s
Time is a group of
women who meet twice
per month. This group is an opportunity to build a sense
of community within Immanuel, and to reach out to our
community by providing an open, caring and accepting
atmosphere where women can gather together and
share important seasons of life. 

We encourage mentoring, where mature women listen,
encourage and offer information and perspectives
gained through experience. Mon’s Time is also a place
for practical instruction. Biblical teaching focuses on
areas of common interest, offering inspiration and
information that is relevant to the life of a woman /
mother. 

Join us: the second & fourth Thursdays of each month,
from 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. March 9 and 23. 
Where: The fireside room at Immanuel. 
Children are welcomed and may play either in the
fireside room or nursery (if child care is available)
Need more information: Please contact Dena
Michaelis 403-382-0754 or Katherine Canfield 587-220-
1672 or coordinator@immanuellutheran.ca.

TUESDAY AFTERNOON HOPE GROUP

Please sign up to join our Hope group discussion
scheduled for a Tuesday March 14th starting at 2:00
p.m. in the fireside room. We would like to have 6 -8
participants.  Please sign up on the bulletin board or call
Katherine at 587-220-1672.

Immanuel Lutheran Church

Financial Statement

February 28, 2017

Year to Date Budgeted Income Disbursements

42793 63215.17 53500.07 60253.27

Month of Feb
2017

31607.58 25080.75 29225.21

In 2016

C members donated $3515.32 to Canadian Lutheran
World Relief  through the use of our blue
envelopes. Money was used to help victims in the
Fort McMurray wild fire and for persecuted
Lutherans living in Sudan. 

C $24,375 from Immanuel’s budget was given to
Lutheran Church Canada ABC District Missions. Of
this amount, $8531.25 was remitted by District to
Lutheran Church Canada in support of the Synod
(Winnipeg) Mission/Ministry plan. 

C Head office in Winnipeg sends money to support
our Seminary in Edmonton and publishes the
Canadian Lutheran magazine. It also provides
administrative services for the successful World
Mission work. 

C This World Missions work is a wonder! We sent
one of our Pastors, Sandor Arguello, to Nicaragua
in 1997. Now there are 23 congregations! There is
also mission work happening in Honduras and
Costa Rica. And, gratifying work is occurring in
Thailand and in three congregations in the Ukraine.
(this is only a short list of the work of our District
and Synod). 

C Referring back to the ABC District, program funding
was received to assist them in doing the Lord’s
work in the respective communities of:

C

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church (Airdrie) 
Trinity Lutheran Church for the Deaf (Vancouver)
Glorious Chinese Christian Church (White Rock)
Faith Lutheran Church (Surrey)
Trinity Lutheran Church (Richmond)

Further, grants were given to congregations going on
a Lutheran Church Canada related mission trip (eg.
sending people to Nicaragua or to the Ukraine or on a
LAMP or BC Mission Boat trip – Parksville).
C Concordia Seminary in Edmonton distributed

scholarships ($500) to our five district seminarians.
For more detailed information visit the web sites for
both Lutheran Church Canada ABC District, and
Lutheran Church Canada Synod Winnipeg.


