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INTENTIONAL INTERIM PASTOR’S  REPORT 

Greetings brothers and sisters in Christ. We have
entered into the education cycle of the year with a
number of different opportunities for you to consider as
you continue to explore the scriptures together as God’s
people. I would encourage each member to strive to
continue to active hearers, and open learners of God’s
Word. Our last newsletter outlined some of those
offerings and you can take a look at the calendar for
updates on times and places for these opportunities.

Our cottage meetings are just underway. These groups
are meeting to support one another, and to get know
one another. In addition, the groups are currently
reflecting on the mission, vision and direction of the
congregation’s ministry as we move forward. These
discussions are very important to the congregation’s
future so we encourage as many members as possible
to engage in a cottage meeting. If you do not see a time
or date that works for you, please leave a message at
the office as to what might work for you. Chances are
there are others who are in the same boat!

We have already had a number of meetings and the
comments have been very positive!
The Intentional Interim Ministry Taskforce has
completed its report on the congregational self-study
and completed its presentation to the Parish Planning
Council members (PPC). The PPC is looking at ways to
share that report with the congregation.

I will be turning my attention to the members of the
Parish Planning Council, as they consider the work of
the intentional interim ministry that needs to be done in
order to prepare for the calling of a settled pastor. There
is the realization that significant work needs to be done
to set a good foundation for the next steps. Please lift
up the members of your Parish Planning Council, the
ministry boards and the members of the executive as
they continue their work.

As I am writing this report, we are preparing to
welcome President Glenn Schaeffer to a town hall style
meeting. We have asked members to suggest topics
and questions for this meeting in advance so that
President Schaeffer might have time to reflect on them.
In addition, we have asked him to come with questions
he might have for the congregation to reflect upon.
I am praying that through such interactions a new
relationship might be built between our congregation
and our Synod/District.

At the time you receive this newsletter the Synod will
be in final preparations for the Synodical Convention.
Probably the most important item on the agenda is the
proposed changes to the structure of the Synod which
would see the dissolution of the Districts and the
forming of regional ministry areas. Tyler Rodgers is our
lay delegate for our circuit. Please lift up Tyler, and all
the circuit delegates meeting in convention, in your
prayers both for safe travels and for the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit, to lead, and guide our Synod as it
considers the resolutions placed before it and as it
elects new leadership.

In Christ, Pastor Rob

HI TYLER, WHY ARE WE DELAYING CALLING A
PASTOR?

The delay in putting together a call committee simply
comes down to that we are not ready to make an
educated call. What do I mean by that? We have put a
lot of effort into the IIM( Intentional Interim Ministry) but
we aren’t quite finished with a couple of key
components - in particular the Taskforce work and
constitution review. These two key components are just
wrapping up. We now need to use this information to
set criteria giving the call committee direction as they
look for a slate of candidates for the congregation to
vote on.  Proceeding to call without doing this wouldn’t
allow us to utilize all of the knowledge we’ve gained
about ourselves during the IIM. I understand that not
everyone in the congregation sees the value of the IIM,



but as someone directly involved in leadership at
Immanuel for the last few years I do. The IIM is intended
to create long term sustainability, I pray that we at
Immanuel can see this in the call we make for our next
Pastor. God Bless! Tyler Rodgers, Chairman.

THE PASSING ON OF THE FAITH TO THE NEXT
GENERATION IS MUCH TOO IMPORTANT TO BE
LEFT ONLY IN THE HANDS OF SUNDAY SCHOOL

TEACHERS!
A living, loving Christian role model in the home is by far
the best delivery system for passing on the Christian
faith. Christian parents are charged with the honor and
responsibility to raise their children to know Jesus. The
church should help them, but not do the job for them.
The family is a church (“wherever two or three are
gathered in my name5”) and must be inspired,
challenged and trained to model all the functions of the
church (education, prayer, acts of loving service, etc.) in
the home. Everything you do in Church on Sunday
should go home in bite-sized chunks Monday-Saturday
to continue and deepen the discussion between parents
and children.  The Bible is the only text book you need
for Christian education. 
Sunday School is now in full swing. We have a small
group this year, only about 22 children in total. We
would love to have more children. If you know of a child
in your neighborhood or have a niece, nephew or
grandchild who you could bring to Sunday School
please do. We would love to share Jesus and the
stories of the Bible with them! 
We have a tentative plan for our Christmas program and
will be practicing song(s), parts and doing some
impromptu video recording with the children to
supplement our program in the next weeks as fall
progresses. We encourage as much regular
attendances as possible to include all God’s children in
our program. 
Parents please note that on the holiday long weekends
there will be no Sunday school (Oct 8 & Nov.12). This
gives children and teachers’ opportunity to worship with
their families and travel as needed.
Following are the lessons we will be sharing and
learning about in the month of October and the
corresponding Bible verse(s) please talk about these in
days following each lesson and throughout the week

Oct. 1 Elijah and the Prophets of Baal -- 1 Kings
18:20–46 

Bible Memory Verse – The Lord, He is God. 1 Kings
18:39

Oct. 8 – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL THANKSGIVING
WEEKEND

Oct. 15 - Elijah Is Taken to Heaven -- 2 Kings 2:1–15   
Bible Memory Verse – [Jesus says,] “I will come again
and will take you to Myself.” John 14:3

Oct. 22 - Naaman and Elisha -- 2 Kings 5:1–14           
Bible Memory Verse – The Lord is my helper. Hebrews
13:6 

Oct. 29 – Jonah -- Book of Jonah
Bible Memory Verse – [God} is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.  Joel
2:13

Katherine Canfield -- Parish Coordinator / Sunday
School Coordinator

MOM’S TIME, SISTERS IN CHRIST --- Holding
Your Family Together

Join us: the 2nd & 4th Thursdays of each month (Oct.
12 & 26th 2017)
Time: 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. 
Where: The fireside room at Immanuel Lutheran
Church
Mom’s time will begin a six session course entitled
“Holding Your Family Together” 

Most parents today would never think of sending their
children to bed without dinner, or without brushing their
teeth, or without doing any of the other nightly routines
to keep their kids healthy. However, these same
parents will often overlook sharing their day together as
a family, or spending time in the Word, or praying
together. In Holding your Family together, we will learn
how in just five minutes each day, parents can instill
practices that will transform their family and enable
their children to grow into faithful disciples of Jesus
Christ. Everyone is welcome to attend.

If you find this intriguing but the time does not work for
you or you want to learn more, please contact
K a t h e r i n e  C a n f i e l d  5 8 7 - 2 2 0 - 1 6 7 2  o r
coordinator@immanuellutheran.ca.  
Children are welcomed and may play either in the
fireside room with parents or nursery.

VOLUNTEER(S) NEEDED

Looking for 1 or 2 volunteers 2 Thursday mornings a
month for about 2- 2 ½ hours for a maximum of 3
months. You will have the opportunity to bond with and
build relationships with a handful of wonderful children
and possibly their mother too! You will accomplish this
by providing supervision of children as their mother’s
participate in the course “Holding Your Family
Together”. Please contact Katherine Canfield 587-220-
1672 if you are able to give any of your time and talent
for this adventure.

LITTLE LAMBS CHRISTIAN
PRESCHOOL

Greetings from Little Lambs! October
is a busy month at Little Lambs. We



start off with a field trip to the Lethbridge Corn Maze on
Thursday, Oct. 5. At the end of the month the children
will be dressing up in their Halloween costumes and
participating in our annual Harvest Pumpkin Party.

We do still have space available at Little Lambs. Please
spread the news to any families that you might think
would be interested in registering their child into our
preschool. They can contact me, Carmen Little at
403-892-6627 or at preschool@littlelambspreschool.ca
God bless,
Teacher Carmen

O u r  2 n d  a n n u a l
Information Meet &
Greet Volunteer Fair is
Sunday Oct. 22 between
the services and after
11:00 a.m. service. The
congregation is encouraged to meet the various
volunteers serving on your Parish Planning Council and
boards, Sunday School, Empty Spools, Bridge group,
Fellowship, Missions  and many more. Please extend a
word of encouragement, thanks and learn all about what
is happening in Immanuel! 

Boards and active groups within Immanuel please
prepare!  Your group or board  is encouraged to plan
an information table/presentation for the meet and greet
fair for Sunday Oct 22 between services from about
10:15  to 11 and possibly for 15 -20 minutes following
the 11 am service.  Share with the congregation the
wonderful work you are doing. If you have any questions
please speak to Katherine Canfield 587-220-1672

EMPTY SPOOLS (Quilting Group)

The Empty Spools are meeting again on
Wednesdays from 1 to 3:30. All interested
persons are welcome.

BRIDGE GROUP

Our Bridge Group meets every Thursday at 1:30 p.m.
for cards and fellowship.  Everyone Welcome!

500TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE REFORMATION

Martin Luther, an intellectual giant with a strong
personality, is not the true focus of the Reformation. The
focus of the Reformation is God’s love and action for
humanity in His Son Jesus Christ. The question of the
Reformation is how a person deals with their guilty
conscience. Luther and the other Reformers taught that
the solution comes from outside of a person, from what
God did in His Son Jesus Christ. Luther proclaimed the
crucified God as the center of real living.
There are two events which the congregation is
sponsoring in recognition of the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation.
On Saturday, October 21st  at 2:00 p.m. the
congregation will be hosting a community screening of

the acclaimed movie, “Martin Luther: An Idea that
changed the world.”
The congregation will also be observing the 500th

anniversary with a special celebration event on
Sunday, October 29th at 2:30 pm. You, your family and
friends and community members are invited to attend.
Our special guests for this event are the University of
Lethbridge Choir.
Please note there will only be one morning service on
October 29th at 11 am.

The Annual Turkey Dinner & Silent Auction is one of
Immanuel most significant fund raiser and a well attend
event. This event does not just happen! It needs
volunteers, many volunteers in order for this to take
place, however it starts with volunteer coordinators. To
ensure the Annual Turkey Dinner & Silent Auction
takes place this year on Nov. 25 we require 2
Committed Volunteers to step forward and take
responsibility, one as Turkey Supper Coordinator and
the other as Silent Auction Coordinator on or before
Oct. 18th.  All funds raised go toward our Building Fund

and Faith Life Financial will
match funds raised to a
maximum of $500.  Sign-up
sheets are posted in the
Na r t h e x  f o r  vo l u n t e e r
opportunities to help with the

Turkey Dinner AND Silent Auction. We are also looking
for, and appreciate all donations of New or Never
Used items for our silent auction. Donated items can
be dropped off at the church office. Please call
Katherine Canfield as soon as possible 587-220-1672.

PUERTO PENASCO MISSION

In a month's time, a crew will be busy constructing a
home for the Castro family in the neighbourhood of
San Rafael. This outlying area in Puerto Penasco,
Mexico has families who struggle to make ends meet
on a daily basis.  During our first mission project in
2013, we supplied a water line to a man named
Amador Tello. He has since allowed his neighbours,
the Castros, to tap into his line so that they have water
on a regular basis. Power is also nearby.  But what
they don't have is room for the 6 family members,
Alberto and Petra (grandparents), their daughter, and
her 3 children, Jesus, Regina and Esteban.  What a joy
it will be to add to their tiny home. The children will
have bedrooms and we will provide an actual
functioning kitchen and a room large enough for all to
gather.  The Castro's other daughter lives across the
street with her family of 6 so I predict that the addition
we are building from November 6-10th will become a
hub for the entire clan.  
Immanuel's team will be small (Irm Kuhn, Darlene and
Roger Stein, Shirley Masnyk) but we already have
recruits from the Edmonton area, Vancouver, and
locally in Penasco. I look forward to organizing this
eclectic bunch to bring to fruition the project.  
Thank you to all who have supported the mission in
Penasco. Our recent pie auction raised over $4500.00



which will go towards construction materials and labour
costs (for the local Mexicans who join us).

In His Service, 

Shirley Masnyk

THANKSGIVING DISPLAY

As we celebrate Thanksgiving
Sunday, we are reminded of how
closely we are tied to the land and
the produce that comes from our
fruit trees and our gardens.  In
order to help us focus our
thoughts on Thanksgiving Sunday,

any contributions of these items for the Thanksgiving
Display would be welcome.  Items that are not claimed
after the Thanksgiving Sunday service would be
transported to the Interfaith Food Bank.  Please have
your items to the church by Saturday, October 7 or early
enough on Thanksgiving Sunday so that they can be
placed before the altar.

Immanuel Library’s Book of the Month for October 
 The Bite of Mango by Mariatu Kamara, Susan
McClelland

As a child in a small rural village in
Sierra Leone, Mariatu Kamara lived
peacefully surrounded by family and
friends. Rumors of rebel attacks were no
more than a distant worry.
But when 12-year-old Mariatu set out for
a neighbouring village, she never
arrived. Heavily armed rebel soldiers,
many no older than children themselves,

attacked and tortured Mariatu. During this brutal act of
senseless violence they cut off both her hands.
Stumbling through the countryside, Mariatu miraculously
survived. The sweet taste of a mango, her first food
after the attack, reaffirmed her desire to live, but the
challenge of clutching the fruit in her bloodied arms
reinforced the grim new reality that stood before her.
With no parents or living adult to support her and living
in a refugee camp, she turned to begging in the streets
of Freetown.
In this gripping and heartbreaking true story, Mariatu
shares with readers the details of the brutal attack, its
aftermath and her eventual arrival in Toronto. There she
began to pull together the pieces of her broken life with
courage, astonishing resilience and hope.
Mariatu’s story very inspirational and that a 12 year old
girl could survive all that she did is amazing.  This story
takes place in present day and is a nonfiction book.

C that the Pie Auction on Sept 17th netted
$4,445.00

 
C that 42 people attended the town halls with

Pastor Schaeffer
 
C that the Constitution and Bylaws of Immanuel

are being reviewed and updated (last update
2004)

 
C that the University of Lethbridge Singers will be

participating in our afternoon Reformation
Service on Oct 29

 
C that the production of It’s a Wonderful Life will

take place at Immanuel on Dec 6 & 7


