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Unconditionally Yours
Based on 1 Corinthians 6:12-20

Preached on January 15, 2012

Epiphany 2

By Pastor Nathan Fuehrer

Sermon is based on Paul’s 1st letter to the Corinthians, especially these verses, “Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ?  Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them members of a prosititute?  Never!  Or do you not know that he who is joined to a prostitute becomes one body with her?  For, as it is written, ‘The two will become one flesh.’”  Thus our text…

This is a little anecdote, supposedly involving former British Prime Minister and Statesman Winston Churchill.  I doubt it’s true; I don’t know that Churchill was quite the rascal this makes him out to be...but the story is illustrative.  Churchill and a young attractive socialite were at a dinner party together when the following dialogue ensues: 
Churchill: Madam, would you sleep with me for five million pounds?
Socialite: My goodness, Mr. Churchill… Well, I suppose… we would have to discuss terms, of course… 
Churchill: Would you sleep with me for five pounds? 
Socialite: Mr. Churchill, what kind of woman do you think I am?! 
Churchill: Madam, we’ve already established that. Now we are haggling about the price. 

The point of the story is this, whether you give yourself to someone for 5 million dollars or 5 dollars…you are a prostitute, in it for the money, for the return, for the terms of the contract, NOT for love.

Last week, we looked at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan, how in His Baptism, he took on our sin, so that in our Baptism we take on his Salvation.  In Baptism, we unite with him in death, and we unite with him in the resurrection to new life.  And what that means for us now is that we joined to him as members of His body, the church…a truth that St. Paul makes very clear in our epistle lesson for today.

And St. Paul has something very provocative to say about being the members of Christ’s body.  He says that you are the hands and arms and legs and feet of Christ’s body, and therefore it would be unthinkable to use Christ’s body for what is unnatural.  Paul is speaking of sexual immorality.  To drive his point home he even uses the example of a prostitute, to say that when you go to bed with a prostitute, you become one flesh with her, one body.  Christ has united with you in Baptism, married you in a sense, and when you go to bed with a prostitute, you cheat on Christ and unite with sin.  Why would anyone do such a thing?
Paul has an answer.  Paul thinks he knows.  Paul says that the reason people do sexually perverted things is because they must not realize something.  Those who commit sexual sins are under the impression, the delusion that their body actually belongs to themselves!  What a silly thought, really.  
And what do you think?  Does your body belong to you?  What makes you think so?  By what right?  Did you create your own body?  Or we’re you thinking in terms of “finders keepers,” well, then your parents still own you I think.  Did you purchase your body, with what currency?  There’s only one person who has that kind of scratch--to buy you, and that’s God.  And that’s the thing isn’t it…that’s the problem with all sin—and I’m going to let my Yankee come out a bit…We think that our claim to our own life, liberty and pursuit of happiness is somehow greater than God’s own claim on us.  That’s a fantasy.
A couple weeks ago in bible study, we talked about the idea of sacrifice.  Sacrifice is simply giving something up that is important to you.  Giving up your garbage isn’t sacrifice…or regifting that fifth or sixth fruitcake you received for Christmas…NOT sacrifice.  Real sacrifice is giving up something that you are reluctant to let go of.
Now the world sees sacrifice in this way.  It understands sacrifice to be is giving up something that rightfully belongs to you.  According to the Yankee understanding of sacrifice you are the judge, you are in the pilot’s seat, and you decide what is worth sacrificing.  The human understanding of sacrifice is “it’s my money, my time, my body I can do with it what I want.”  The biblical understanding is that “its God’s money, it’s God’s time, and it’s God’s body, and he has entrusted these things to me.”  And if God calls on you to do something, there is no haggling involved.  You don’t get to bargain with your body or your life, because it’s not yours…your relationship with God is unconditional, because when it comes to the things you have, you are not an owner, you are a trustee.
There’s one story in the Bible that shows just how serious this idea of unconditional faith is.  There was once a man named Abraham who God blessed with a son, Isaac.  Isaac was a miracle child, Abrahams joy born when he was 100 years old.  And when Isaac was still a boy, God throws Abraham a curve ball and tells him to sacrifice Isaac, kill him as an offering.  Abraham, as you know, was ready to sacrifice his son when, at the last, God sent an angel from heaven to stay his hand and the knife that was in it.  Could you have done it?
If I were Abraham, I could imagine my dialogue with God sounding something like this.  

God says: Pastor Fuehrer, will you love me if I give you a great family and bless everyone who knows you, and will be with you always wherever you go.  
And I respond:  My goodness Mr. God Almighty, Well, I suppose…we’ll have to work out the terms of course.  

Then years later God says:  Will you love me if I ask you to sacrifice your only son.  
My response…What kind of a man do you think I am?  
And God says:  I think we’ve established that.  You’re a man whose love is conditional…now we’re just working out the terms.

The story Abraham almost sacrificing Isaac is a test for all of us.  It makes us realize just how conditional our faith really is.  You might be able to tighten the belt a bit, give up stuff for God…but would you be willing to give back to Him your own child?  Do you really believe that your body and you child’s body belong to God.  I don’t envy Abraham, but I admire him because passed the test that I would fail, and showed that his faith was not based on God blessing him or on any other terms.  His faith was unconditional, and his trust was in God’s plan alone.
What if God asks you if you will love him if he blesses you and your family unto old age, gives you good health and a healthy pension.  You would respond, yes of course.  Imagine then God asks you if you will love him if he takes your only child from you.  And your answer to that question show what type of person you are.  It will establish whether you’re the type of person who bases your relationships on conditions; whether you only sacrifice what you have if to gain something in return; in other word’s, it will establish whether you’re a prostitute…trying to haggling over the price with your Maker.  
A prostitute is in it for the payoff.  A lover is in it for the relationship.  A prostitute’s affection comes at a price.  To the lover, the price is irrelevant.  And that is our constant struggle with sin, it’s finding that relationship with God that’s unconditional, but instead we are always hedging our bets, and for that we need to repent.
And that’s the beautiful part of understanding that your body is not your own, but it belongs to God.  He’s the one in control, He’s the one who looks after you and takes care of you.  And since everything in the world belongs to him, he can never be bribed, or bought, or haggled with, for everything we have to barter with is already his.  
But the Gospel, because even though we live in a world of conditions, we have an unconditional God, because his own son bought us at a price.  The Gospel is that, though we unite with sin again and again, we have a Lord who will not unite with a prostitute, who will not sell us out to the highest bidder.  And the Gospel is that you are members of his family, members of his body, flesh of his flesh and bone of his bone, united with him by baptism into a relationship that has no ifs, ands or buts.  Everything you have depends upon the love of God in Christ Jesus, but you don’t have to worry because his love unconditionally yours.
