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INTENTIONAL INTERIM PASTOR REPORT
Greetings in the name of Christ. The Intentional Ministry
Task force has been hard at work in the data collecting
phase of the congregation’s tasks. I am thankful for the many
folks who have chosen to be part of the process of clarifying
Immanuel’s identity through surveys and hope group
discussions. I am very encouraged by the good
conversations around the tables at our homes and when we
are able to gather together for fellowship at the church. The
taskforce is now working its way through the congregation’s
input.
This month the Heritage Committee report was released for
distribution and response from the congregation. The report
is available in a printed form at the church or you can view it
on line. I am looking forward to hearing from the members of
the congregation as you read through this document.
In this first quarter of the year the members of the
congregation have gathered together in small groups to
participate in discussions. The hope groups have discussed
the question, “What is our Call?” – Jeremiah 1:4-10;
“Discovering our Hunger” Psalm 107:1-9; and “Discovering
our Discipleship” – Matthew 10:5-14. We also had a
congregational hope group event under the text of the Great
Commission- Matthew 28:16-20, we asked ourselves what
do we believe that God is calling Immanuel to do or be? And
is God calling us to change? We included three survey
questions:  Who are we now? What will Immanuel look like
in 3-5 years if we are faithful and fruitful with our call? What
difference would it make to you, your family? Congregation?
Community?
These survey questions have been distributed through our
bulletin and are available at the office. We would love to
have as many folks as possible to answer the survey to help
us brainstorm a little bit on our Mission, Vision and Direction.
We will be moving on with the next congregational task of
establishing denominational linkages. To that end we are
planning to have President Glenn Schaeffer visit our
congregation to listen to the concerns and questions of the
congregational members. We will let the members know well
enough in advance when those visitation dates are so that
you can plan to be part of his visitation.
I am very thankful to the folks who have volunteered to take
up various research tasks for the task force. Currently Dena
Michaelis is finishing off the congregational statistics review.
And we have Baynish involved in doing a financial
sustainability audit and we have the board of properties
doing a physical audit of our facilities. There have been
many others as well who have come alongside the Task
force to help in accomplishing the congregational tasks.

I am thankful to Pastor Richard Brown for his work in
making shut-in visitations. This is an important work. In the
past the congregation has had a lay lead visitation ministry
to help support congregational members. I am hoping that
this ministry will be resurrected. In the meantime I am
thankful to folks who have simply come alongside other
congregational members who need someone to support
them.
Recently representative groups from Immanuel and
Resurrection Lutheran Church (made up mostly of
members who left after the dismissal of Pastor Fuehrer)
met together to explore the kind of relationship that might
be established between the two congregations going
forward.  This group will meet at least one more time to
continue their discussions. There are many other activities
happening at Immanuel and it is exciting to see how our
gracious God continues to lead us into his harvest fields,
reaching out with His love. I remain thankful for the great
leadership of our PPC members who are working together
in harmony to accomplish the work that the congregation
has asked them to do! Please raise them up in your
prayers.
In Christ, Pastor Rob (IIP)

EASTER: A HIDDEN THANKSGIVING

“HE IS NOT HERE!” MARK 16:6C
Easter is coming- S-W-E-E-T! Growing up, one of our
family’s traditions of Easter Sunday morning was searching
for hidden Easter eggs early in the morning. These were
not the chocolate ones. No! These were fairly large, brightly
coloured, pure sweet sugar eggs. Boy! Just one of them
could give you a sugar high! Two could get your stomach
twirling. Beyond the second I have to say I can’t remember
what happened!
Early in the morning before sunrise even, little bodies could
be found flying around in all sorts of odd positions looking
for these hidden treasures. And of course the one who
found the most eggs proudly declared themselves the king
(or more correctly put, according recorded history, queen)
of Easter! Ah those were glorious days. SWEET DAYS!
The other part of our tradition was that the regular breakfast
fare was foregone and replaced with a liberal indulging of
those brightly coloured globes of sugar. Easter- yes it was
S-W-E-E-T! Everything about the day seemed sweet
growing up. The aroma of the spices and fruits all mixed
together with the sweetbreads all a-glow with their shinny
egg and butter brushing and topped of course with what
else- sugar icing!



Tradition had it that we went to church, for the service, all
five of us kids still on our sugar high while mom and dad
tried to hold us down and keep in check with pinched ears or
arms. And then upon our return home we would be
welcomed to the Easter meal, usually a leg of lamb and
spring veggies! Along with friends and family.
EasterESWEET!
As a child I can’t say that we fully understood what the day
was all about. We knew it was special day. We knew it was
a great day. We knew it was a sweet day. By faith we knew
that it was the day that celebrates Jesus’ resurrection from
the dead.
Many years and Easter celebrations have since come and
gone and I am not sure that I have any better a grasp on
Easter. It is still a sweet day, a great day to join with
Christians on earth and the saints and angels in heaven to
celebrate Jesus’ resurrection. But who of us can fully
comprehend the depths and heights and breadth and width
of the Saviour’s work to defeat death and open heaven for
us. This I know by faith. The faith into which I was baptized
so long ago and which was passed down to me in the Bible
stories told on the laps of my parents and by Pastors while
sitting on hard church pews.
EasterEits still S-W-E-E-T! It is still filled with awe and
amazement! The grave is still empty and death is still dead!
Easter is the Holy Christian Church’s greatest thanksgiving
celebration. It is the first thanksgiving and from it flow all
other days of thanksgiving!
Mark’s Gospel account of that first Easter is always such an
Easter reality check for me. The first words that greeted the
morning sunrise on the faces of the followers who made their
way to the tomb were, “He is not here.” The disciples
received those words with fear and amazement. They
comprehended the words as bad news. In Mark’s Gospel
there is no appearance of Jesus recorded. Just grave
clothes, an empty tomb and the word of the angel. For fear
and amazement Jesus’ followers could not as yet grab hold
of the words that were next proclaimed, “He is risen.”
In Mark’s Gospel Jesus remained hidden. The disciples’
great thanksgiving – whose name is Jesus is nowhere to be
found by them. It amazes me still today that the greatest
event in human history, the greatest reason for thanksgiving
remained hidden that first Easter. That is how the oldest
account of Mark’s Gospel ends. An empty tombE A hidden
Easter thanksgiving! Of course you know the rest of the story
–its His Story and its your story! The tomb is empty because
Jesus is risen and deathEyour death is dead!
Easter is coming E S-W-E-E-T ! So how is it for you? Talk
about it. That’s what the first disciples did. That’s what Jesus’
followers do today. In what ways is Easter hidden today? In
what ways is it the “great thanksgiving?” In what ways can
you say that Jesus is the “great thanksgiving?” What are
your family Easter traditions? Why are they important to
you?
I pray that each and all of you would have a blessed Easter
filled with Awe and Thanksgiving. (Oh Yea and at least a
little SWEETNESS)
In Christ,
Pastor Rob 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
Please note the following schedule of special services
during Holy Week.

April 9th Palm Sunday/Passion Sunday
worship at both 9:00 a.m. and
11:00 a.m. We are once again
collecting gently used coats,
hoodies, and jackets.  This is
to follow the example of the
crowds who welcomed Jesus
by spreading cloaks on the road.

April 13th 7:00 p.m.  Maundy Thursday worship with
Holy Communion.
Please join us as we celebrate the
institution of the Lord’s Supper and as
the altar is stripped in preparation for
Good Friday.

April 14th  Good Friday:  11:00
a.m. In this solemn
service we recall the
suffering of our Savior
on the cross of
Calvary, and rejoice
in triumphal statement of Christ, “It is
finished.”  Everything has been
accomplished for our salvation...there is 
nothing that we can add.

April 16th  Easter Sunday 
9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship with Holy
Communion
10:00 a.m. Easter Breakfast - everyone
welcome.
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship with Holy
Communion

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
“Train up a child in the way he should go;
even when he is old he will not depart
from it.” Proverbs 22:6
Martin Luther loved children his entire life,
and he knew that every child should be
given a thorough religious training by his
parents. After he, himself, became a
parent, this feeling only intensified for him. In 1529 he wrote
the following: For if we want to have good and capable
persons for both temporal and spiritual leadership, we must
certainly spare no diligence, effort, or cost in teaching and
educating our children that they may be able to serve God
and the world. We must think not only how we may amass
money and possessions for them; God can surely support
them and make them rich without us, as He is doing every
day. But He has given and entrusted children to us that we
should train and govern them according to His will;
otherwise He would have no need of father and mother. Let
everyone know, therefore, that it is his duty , on peril of



losing his favor, to bring up his children above all things in
the fear and knowledge of God and, if they are talented, to
let them learn and study so that they may be of service
wherever they are needed. 
Here at Immanuel Lutheran we, too, believe that children
must be given a solid foundation in the Christian faith. The
foundation begins at home, with you, the parents, and it
continues with regular participation in Sunday School,
confirmation classes and worship.

Dear Parents; Following is a list of the Bible
Stories/Scriptures were will be learning about and the Bible
Words that we will study. Let the words become part of your
family conversations and prayers. Post them on your fridge
or child’s bedroom doors to remind you to talk about them.

April 2/17

Story – Peter Denies Jesus 

Bible Words: If we are faithless, [Jesus] remains
faithful—for He cannot deny Himself. 2 Timothy 2:13

April 9/17

Story: The Passion of Christ 

Bible Words: Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes
away the sin of the World! John 1:29

April 16/17   
Easter Sunday 
NO Sunday School. Children Worship with their Parents
today 

April 23/17 

Story: The Resurrection of Jesus

Bible Words: [God] caused us to be born again to a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead. 1Peter 1:3

April 30/ 17 

Story: The Empty Tomb

Bible Words [The angel said,] “He is not here, for He has
risen, as He said.” Matthew 28: 6

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Monday, July 17, 2017 to

Friday, July 21, 2017

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM at
Immanuel Lutheran Church 20
Rocky Mountain Blvd W

Lethbridge, Alberta Hear ye! Hear ye! Tell Your Friends!
Welcome to Mighty Fortress, where kids learn that God is
their refuge and strength. Friends may fail them. They may
not ace their test or make the team, but God promises to be
their rock and their salvation—their fortress and sure
defense. So raise your banner! In Jesus, the victory is won!

Register now at
https://vbsmate.com/events/immanuellutheranlethbridgeab
/6545
For more information contact Kari or Katherine at the church
off ice 403-327-4336 or emai l  questions to
coordinator@immanuellutheran.ca 
volunteer training, decorating information, and more.

22 VBS VOLUNTEERS OR MORE ARE STILL NEEDED!

Please Volunteer today! Please help us be prepare early,
volunteer to help out with VBS July 17 -21, 2017. Many
hands, hearts and mouths are need to share the saving
grace of our Lord and Savior with our community and
children.
Volunteer today at 
https://vbsmate.com/events/immanuellutheranlethbridgea
b/6545 or sign  up today in the church foyer or speak to
Kari Kutz  403-359-3400 or Katherine Canfield 587-220-
1672.
We need: 1- Storytelling Leader & 1-Helper; 1-Bible
Challenge Leader & 1-Helper; 1-Snack/Kitchen Leader &
3-4 Helpers; 4-6 Preschool Group Helpers;              1-
Kindergarten Leader & 2 Helpers; 2 Helpers for
Grades1,2,3; 1- Group Leader for Grade 4, 5, 6 & 1-2
Helpers.
Visit the VBS website at vbs.cph.org for more details about
the various sites, volunteer training, decorating information,
and more.

LITTLE LAMBS CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL
Happy Easter!  April is a very busy
month for Little Lambs Christian
Preschool. We have 2 field trips
scheduled this month. The first one is
making pizza at a restaurant and the
second is learning all about farming at
Aggie Days. There will be no
preschool during the Easter break.
Registration at Little Lambs for the

2017/2018 school year is open and we still have spots
available. Please contact the school at 403-892-6627 if
interested.
Sincerely,
Teacher Carmen

YOUTH EVENT
April 12th - Youth Night Scavenger
Hunt 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall. Youth Group is for
Youth aged 11-17 and all
participants are welcome to bring
guests. Please contact Youth
Coordinators Adrian Corbiere,
Stacey Lutz or Michelle Rodgers for
further information.

MOM’S TIME, SISTERS IN CHRIST 
Woman of all ages are invited to walk alongside us in our
life’s journey. You are welcome to join at any time you are
able. Mom’s Time is a group of women who meet twice per
month. This group is an opportunity to build a sense of
community within Immanuel, and to reach out to our
community by providing an open, caring and accepting
atmosphere where women can gather together and share
important seasons of life. We encourage mentoring, where
mature women listen, encourage and offer information and
perspectives gained through experience. Mom’s Time is



also a place for practical
instruction. Biblical teaching
focuses on areas of common
interest, offering inspiration
and information that is

relevant to the life of a woman/mother. April & May we will be
continuing our Soul Spa Study lessons: 

Loosen: Let go of the Imposter; 

Share: Participate in the Lives of Others;

Pray: Call Upon God;

Attune: Altar Your Life.

Join us: the 2nd & 4th Thursdays of each month (April 13 &
27, 2017)

Time: 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. in The fireside room at Immanuel
Lutheran Church.  Children are welcomed and may play
either in the fireside room or nursery (if child care is
available) Need more information: Please contact Katherine
C a n f i e l d  5 8 7 - 2 2 0 - 1 6 7 2  o r
coordinator@immanuellutheran.ca.

IMMANUEL COOKING CLUB

Immanuel’s cooking club meets once a
month on a Saturday morning for 3 hours
from 9 -12 p.m. at the Immanuel Lutheran
church kitchen.  Everyone is welcomed;
beginner cooks, seasoned cooks, college,
university students, singles, parents with
children, come and join us. 

REASONS TO JOIN THE COOKING CLUB:
C Save time and money
C Enjoy time for yourself
C Cook nutritious meals for you and your family
C Expand your cooking horizons

Meeting and connecting with new people in the
community

C Try new foods
C Support and encourage  local farming community

(get fresh, nutritious produce from locals)
C Have fun with others!. 
Our group is facilitated by a Registered Dietitian - Melissa,
who loves food and sharing her passion and teaching folks
some “divine” recipes.  To become involved, learn more or
if you have financial barriers or require child care to attend
please speak with Melissa at 403-332-3518. Participants will
prepare recipes and take home the food. Grocery cost will be
split among participants.

Cooking Club Donation Request – We need 1-2 Garlic
mincers, 2 Can Openers, 1 Grater,  Individual Measuring
Cups e.g. 1 cup, ¾ cup, 2/3 cup, ½ cup,  ¼ cup etc. &
Individual measuring spoons 1 tsp, ½ tsp, ¼ tsp, 1/8 tsp 1
TBSP etc. . thank you for your donations.

I LIKE CHURCH BUT.... 
BY J. DANIEL LUPTON

What do you quietly, secretly long for in a
church? Do you long for a place where God's
presence is known?
Where is the church going from here? How can
you fulfill the longings you and others share for

your church?
Most importantly, what does Jesus have in mind for His
church?
I like Church But... provides solutions to the questions
everyone asks at some point about the church.

Many of the symbols that we see at Easter have been
around for nearly two thousand years! Over the years the
meanings of some of these symbols have been forgotten.

CROSS - The cross reminds us that Jesus died for
us so that believers will live with Him in heaven
forever and did you know the Palm Fans
displayed in our Sanctuary on Palm Sunday are
recycled into ashes for next years Ash
Wednesday.  Thanks to Gary Deck who dries
and then burns them to make the ashes.

EASTER EGGS AND CHICKS - Eggs look a
little like tombs, and something alive comes out
of them.  They remind us that Jesus was in a
tomb for three days, but He came out alive!

EASTER LILIES - These pure white  flowers
spring to life from bulbs that looked like
tombs all winter.  They remind us that
believers will have a pure new life after they
die because Jesus came back to life after He
was crucified. 

LAMBS - In Old Testament times, death
“passed over” the homes of families that
had lamb’s blood on the doorpost. 
Passover lambs were like Jesus.  Their
blood kept the Israelites alive.  If we have faith that our sins
are forgiven because Jesus’ blood was shed for us, we will
live forever with God.

NEW CLOTHES - People who were
baptized the week before Easter
wore new clothes as a symbol of
their new life in Jesus.  Other
people also began to wear new
clothes at Easter as a symbol that
they would have a new life after they
died because Jesus died and was resurrected.


