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INTENTIONAL INTERIM

PASTOR’S REPORT

In the past month two funerals were observed at
Immanuel and one wedding was celebrated. In addition
the IIP worked with the search committee to complete
its work. On November 19th the IIP led the
congregational huddle. I reviewed the Mission, Vision
and Core Value statements with the congregation in
preparation for their adoption at the Voters Meeting in
December. In addition, the congregation began
discussions on the direction of the work at Immanuel for
2018/2019 in light of the mission, vision and core value
statements.

More congregational discussions are needed and
planned in the future to continue the discussions which
were begun in November.

At the end of November the IIP met with the search
committee and call committee. Beginning in December
the IIP will work with the call committee as it prepares a
slate of pastoral candidates for the congregation to
consider. The call committee will announce when it is
ready to gather up the members of the congregation for
a call meeting. All members of the congregation are
encouraged to keep the congregation’s vacancy in their
prayers and lift up the call committee and its work
asking the Lord to bless and guide the committee and
its work that He might use it to provide for a settled
pastor for the congregation.

During the month of November the IIP worked with the
ministry boards to consider their work plan in light of the
mission, vision and core value statements. That work
will continue throughout the coming months. In the near
future the process for winding up of the Intentional
Interim Ministry will be planned. In addition a transition
process for the settled Pastor will also be planned.

The IIP will work with the congregation to help members
prepare for the windup of the Interim Ministry and for the
arrival of the incoming pastor.

The work of the Intentional Interim Ministry will wind up
in approximately 13 weeks at the end of February.

The following pastoral priorities survey results were
gathered from Congregational Huddle: (descriptions of
each category are listed on the survey form)

The following are average ranking from
27 survey responses.

1. Worship: 1
2. Discipleship Formation: 2.5
3. Pastoral Visitation 3.4
4. Communication 4.1
5. Missional Leadership 4.1
6. Professional Development 6.2
7. Administration 7.2
8. Evaluation/Planning 7.5
9. Circuit and other meetings 7.8
10. Church Record keeping 9

In Christ, Pastor Rob

GREETINGS FROM LITTLE LAMBS!

Our Christmas Concert is taking place on
Thursday, Dec. 14 at 6:00 p.m.  Everyone is
welcome to attend. It's always a fun evening
of entertainment. If you would like to
volunteer your services and assist in the
kitchen please contact me at 403-892-6627

or at preschool@littlelambspreschool.ca

The preschoolers will be practising our Christmas
songs and poems in the weeks leading up to our
Christmas Concert. The children will also learn about
the birth of Jesus and the true meaning of Christmas.
Our classroom Christmas parties will take place on the
last two days of school before the holidays begin. The
last day of classes is on Dec. 21 and we return back to
school on Jan. 8.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from all of us at
Little Lambs.

Cheers,
Teacher Carmen

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

Special services during the Christmas season are as
follows:

Dec. 17 (11:00) ONLY ONE SERVICE
The children of the Sunday School will
present their Christmas Program. 



Soup and buns to follow - everyone
welcome.

Dec. 24 NO MORNING SERVICES
Christmas Eve Candlelight services will
be held at 5:00 p.m. and at 7:00 p.m.

Dec. 25 Christmas Day Worship at 11:00 a.m. 
Dec. 31/18  The Sunday After Christmas there will

be one service only at 11:00 a.m.

SUNDAY SCHOOL/ ON THE MISSION OF
SALVATION/PARTNERING WITH PARENTS IN

BUILDING DISCIPLES IN CHRIST

Sunday School will be encouraging everyone, including
Adults to explore, learn, and discuss discipleship over
the next couple of months in a fun way. This activity is
not limited to children, parents and families only. Please
read the Family Activity Corner below and participate in
the activity each month.

Faithful followers of Jesus draw people to find out more
about the Savior of the world. As you go, proclaim the
good news, “The Kingdom of heaven has come near.”
Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast
out demons, you received without payment; give without
payment. Matthew 10:7-8 

Why do we pray, go to church and try to live as Jesus
taught us? Of course, we want the joy that comes of
knowing, loving and serving God in this life. But Jesus
has something very important in mind.  Jesus wants us
to help Him bring His Salvation to the whole world. Just
as He called the first apostles, Jesus calls us to
proclaim the good news of salvation and help those in
need.  He chose disciples not just to save them, but to
send them out to touch other people’s lives.  

Therefore Brothers and Sisters in Christ reach out and
talk with one another about your faith. We are an
intergenerational community of believers. Please take
up the challenge to build each other up in faith, love,
healing and support through your encouraging
conversations across the intergenerational spectrum.
Keep the conversations going as we journey along the
pathway of discipleship in Christ together. Know our
journey of learning and growing will not end until God
calls us home. 
Start today. It need not be complicate, a senior can
approach a child and have a cookie with them, during
coffee fellowship after service. A child could ask or the
adult could ask, “Tell me, what does “Jesus loves me”,
mean to you? 
We can all talk about our faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
(Deuteronomy 6:7 You shall teach them diligently to
your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your
house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie
down, and when you rise.)

In God We Trust,

Katherine Canfield

FAMILY ACTIVITY CORNER:

November’s Family Activity Discipleship
Participation Reward go to Kelei Deng.

Kelei Deng receives a $5.00 Dairy queen Gift
certificate for participating in the Family Activity
and placing her answer and name in the draw box! 

November’s correct answers were: Scene One –
Olivia;  Scene 2:  - Wade

Please join us in this activity, the more participants
the better discussion and fun.

Directions for Participation
Entry forms available on the table in the foyer
Step 1: Read each scene below and then follow these
directions:

1. Choose the child who best shows Christian
discipleship describe in the verse following each
scene.

2. Discuss the possible answers as a family.
3. Look up the scripture verse at the end of the scene

and discuss it. It gives a clue to the answer.
4. Write the first initial of your answers in the blanks

following the scene.
5.  Print your family’s name and phone number on

back side of paper and place into the draw box that
will be in the church foyer.

6. Each month a draw will be made of the correct
answers and a smaller prize awarded and
announced in the church newsletter.

7. Save and collect all of the correct initials to
unscramble and make a two-word message about
discipleship. You will have the opportunity to put
your unscrambled discipleship message in the
draw box in March for an opportunity to win the $20
family movie mill 

8. Each month a draw will be made from the
participation box for a $5.00 gift card to Dairy
Queen. 

9. Check the Church Newsletter each month for the
correct answers and who the previous month
winner was!

Write the first initial of the child who best shows
Christian discipleship in each scene and place your
entry with your family’s name and phone # in the draw
box before Dec. 20th

INITIALS 1. O 2. W 3. 4.

5. 6. 7. 9.

Scene 3: Frank, Kaleigh, and Grace all hurt Dylan’s
feelings. Frank admitted he was wrong and asked
Dylan to forgive him. Kayleigh explained why she said



what she did and added, “I’m sorry you misunderstood
me.” Grace said,” Sorry” as she handed Dylan a cookie
from her lunch. (Proverbs 28:13)

Scene 4: Megan, Whitney, and Lacey all wanted to go
on a field trip that cost twenty dollars. Megan saved it
from her allowance. Whitney asked her parents for the
money. Lacey did extra chores and gave up snacks for
two weeks to earn the money, but then she decided to
give the money away. (Matthew 16:24)

Sunday School Lesson for the Month of December

Dec. 3 –  Daniel in the Lion’s Den ---Daniel 6                
Bible Memory Verse –  Save me in your steadfast love!
Psalm 31:16  

Dec. 10 – Christmas Story Luke 2:1-20  & practicing for
program

Dec. 17th  -- Sunday School/ Children’s Christmas
Service presentation

YOU ARE INVITED

Please join the children on Sunday Dec. 17th of
Immanuel in One united children’s lead worship service
followed by a soup and bun lunch and fellowship.
Everyone is encouraged to attend. Please come support
our children as they learn to share their faith and
practice leadership roles in the church on their journey
to be becoming contributing members of this
congregation. Your support and affirmation is important. 

Needed Volunteers to bring
a Pot of Soup or a Dozen
Buns on Sunday Dec.17th. If
you could help out please
sign up on the bulletin board.
Thank you for your support.

MOM’S TIME, SISTERS IN CHRIST --- Holding Your
Family Together

Join us: Thursday Dec. 14th 2017 
We will resume our 2nd & 4th Thursday schedule in
January 2018
Time: 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. 
Where: The fireside room at Immanuel Lutheran Church

Mom’s time will continue with the sessions from
“Holding Your Family Together” Come Learn about
Faith 5; Share, Read, Talk, Pray and Bless.

Most parents today would never think of sending their
children to bed without dinner, or without brushing their
teeth, or without doing any of the other nightly routines
to keep their kids healthy. However, these same parents
will often overlook sharing their day together as a family,
or spending time in the Word, or praying together. In
Holding your Family together, we will learn how in just
five minutes each day, parents can instill practices that

will transform their family and enable their children to
grow into faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. Everyone is
welcome to attend.
If you find this intriguing but the time does not work for
you or you want to learn more, please contact
Ka t he r i n e  Can f i e l d  587 - 220 - 1672  o r
coordinator@immanuellutheran.ca
Children are welcomed and may play either in the
fireside room with parents or in the nursery 

VOLUNTEER(S) NEEDED PLEASE
Looking for 1 or 2 volunteers 2 Thursday mornings a
month for about 2- 2 ½ hours. You will have the
opportunity to bond with and build relationships with a
handful of wonderful children and possibly their mother
too! You will accomplish this by providing supervision
of children as their mother’s participate in the course
“Holding Your Family Together”. Please contact
Katherine Canfield 587-220-1672 if you are able to
give any of your time and talent for this adventure.

GERMAN LESSONS AND CAROLS

Immanuel Lutheran
Church will host our
a n n u a l  G e r m a n
language service of
Lessons and Carols here
on Dec. 10th at 2:30 p.m. 
Walter Egli will serve as
master of ceremonies. 
While there is no
admission, we will take a free will offering in support of
Interfaith Food Bank.

CALL COMMITTEE

The Call committee consisting of Dena Michaelis,
Joseph Eufemia, Carol Eldridge, Tyler Rodgers, Dieter
Witzke (Chair) and Pastor Mohns (advisor) met for
their first meeting last Monday and are looking forward
to their next meeting on Monday, December 11th when
District President Glenn Schaeffer and circuit
counsellor Reverend Andy Kahle will be in attendance
to guide us through the next stage of the call process.
Please do not hesitate to contact any members of this
committee if you have any questions or concerns.

EMPTY SPOOLS QUILTING GROUP

The Empty Spools last session for 2017
will be on December 13th. They will
resume in 2018 on January 10th

IMMANUEL LIBRARY'S BOOK OF THE MONTH

Mackenzie Allen Philips' youngest daughter, Missy,
has been abducted during a family vacation, and
evidence that she may have been brutally murdered is



found in an abandoned shack deep in the Oregon
wilderness. Four years later in the midst
of his "Great Sadness," Mack receives
a suspicious note, apparently from God,
inviting him back to that shack for a weekend.

Against his better judgment he arrives
at the shack on a wintry afternoon and
walks back into his darkest nightmare.
What he finds there will change Mack's
world forever.

In a world where religion seems to grow increasingly
irrelevant The Shack wrestles with the timeless
question, "Where is God in a world so filled with
unspeakable pain?" The answers Mack gets will
astound you and perhaps transform you as much as it
did him. You'll want everyone you know to read this
book!

Dear congregation, 

Greetings from Penasco, Mexico. Thanks be to God for
the many blessings He has bestowed on our mission
build this year.  On November 5th, three members of
Immanuel (Irm Kuhn, and Darlene and Roger Stein),
along with Wally Cook and Ann Bellamy from the
Edmonton area arrived by shuttle van to Penasco to
take part in a building project for the Castro family.  My
partner, Miles MacNaughton, and I were so excited to
welcome these eager volunteers. And, together with
several of our friends, we began a 5 day blitz on
November 6th.  Again this year, we had assistance from
Mission Jim who has been part of our builds since the

initial project in 2013. I am
pleased to report that all the
volunteers did a fabulous job;
skilled workers along with
willing hands were able to
complete an addition of
approximately 500 square feet
to the Castro's existing home -
an L-shaped living/dining room

and kitchen, a bedroom, and a bathroom.  We also re-
roofed the entire house. Following our busy week, work
continued with drywall, taping, painting and tiling
through local labour along with the family doing their
part.  
There are so many wonderful moments to share; here
are some of the highlights:

Volunteers from 3 countries joined our efforts.  
Kitchen crew: Jan Stooks - Phoenix, AZ
            Donna Wescott - Surrey, B.C.
            Annie Reid-Reeder - Penasco

Shirley Masnyk, Lethbridge, Alberta/Penasco

Construction crew:
C Irm, Darlene and Roger - Lethbridge
C Jim Sharpe - Surrey, B.C. (Jim traveled especially

for the build)
C Tim and Tracy Bertsch - Turner Valley, Alberta
C Wally Cook - New Serepta, Alberta

C Anne Bellamy - Edmonton
C Howard and Hong Ng - Edmonton
C Lynne McCallum - Phoenix
C John Feeny - Penasco
C Jim and Mary Jo Cramer - Phoenix
C Ron and Louise Egley - Penasco
C Mission Jim Wilhelm, Alisya and Jaycee - Penasco
C Big Joe and Maricela - Penasco
C Miles MacNaughton - Crecent Spur, B.C.

As you can imagine, we had a wonderful opportunity to
share our Christian faith and action with others.

Although we had a couple of close calls, we managed
to go injury free throughout the week.  
A real treat was to have two authentic Mexican
lunches. One was prepared and served by a Mexican
friend, Teresa and her sister.  The other was prepared
by our first recipient, Maritza Valenzuela who lives in
the same neighbourhood as the Castros. It was a
delight to see how well Maritza and her sons, Victor
and Hector are doing - they have grown so much.  And
the food was delicious!

On Friday, November 10th, we held a brief dedication
ceremony. Tracy, who is fluent in Spanish, assisted by
translating the service and the lyrics ( They'll Know We
are Christians by our Love). We were accompanied on
guitar by Tim.  Anne, who happens to be a retired
minister, led the service.
Following the dedication, the Immanuel participants
presented quilts for each of the family members: Petra
and Alberto, Lucinda, and the three children Jesus,
Regina, and Esteban.  The two youngest immediately
went to their beds and wrapped themselves in their
new quilts (but for only a brief moment since I believe
it was about 30 C. that day).

A group of 20 decided on a sunset cruise to add a bit
of relaxation to the hectic week. It was a glorious
evening, enjoyed by all.

On behalf of all the families that we have assisted over
the years, I want to thank Immanuel for your prayers
and financial support, for your volunteer labour and
travel time, quilt donations, furnishings, and other
donations. It has truly been a blessing to me to have
lead this mission on behalf of the congregation. I
especially want to thank Miles for accepting such a
huge commitment of organizing the construction and
providing his expertise and for all the time he has
spent following the blitz builds to finish up tasks and to
ensure that the families have functional homes they
will enjoy for years to come. 

Regarding the budget for the Penasco mission, as of
this week I have completely depleted the account.  We
have gone as far as possible with materials and labour
with a small amount of funds being kept aside to
purchase Christmas hampers for the families we have
assisted to date.



As we bring the Penasco Mission to a close, it is my
prayer that members of Immanuel will be led to seek
other mission opportunities, ways to serve the needs of
those less fortunate by sharing the talents and treasures
God has entrusted to us.

Muchas Gracias, everyone!

In His Service, 

Shirley Masnyk

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Financial Statement
NOVEMBER 30, 2017

Budgeted Income Disbursements

Year to Date
Nov 30, 2017

347,683.42 334,977.40 331,112.94

Month of
November

31,607.58 32,366.76 31,551.09

C Immanuel was featured in the fall edition of The
Canadian Lutheran. Both the Campus Care Bags
and our Quilting group (Empty Spools) were
included.

C 21 names from the congregation were submitted for
Call Committee membership. 

C 7 individuals participated in the November 4
th

Cooking Club.....
      who are these guys?            

                   

15th Annual Turkey dinner and Silent Auction!
C # of tickets sold – 262
C # of silent auction items – 248
C income from tickets and auction - $9843.95  and

still counting
C income from Faithlife Financial - $300
C # of Volunteer hours – Countless!!!




