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THE ONLY SURE INVESTMENT

"I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the
Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the
Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost
and condemned person, purchased and won me from
all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil;
not with gold or silver, but with His holy precious
blood and with His innocent suffering and death,
that I may be His own and live under Him in His
kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness,
innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from
the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.  This is most
certainly true.”  
- Luther’s Small Catechism, Explanation of the Second
Article of the Apostle’s Creed.

Early in January, investors in the Church Extension
Fund (CEF) of the Alberta-British Columbia District of
the Lutheran Church-Canada received a letter stating
that the Church Extension Fund was facing some
hardships; and that a moratorium had been put on
withdrawals until the board of directors can decide a
viable course of action.  Many have been left to
anxiously wonder what will happen to the money they
invested and entrusted to the CEF.

I'm no expert in finances, but as I understand it CEF is
like a Lutheran Bank.  Why do we need a Lutheran
Bank?  Good question.  The idea is that banks don't
normally lend money or give mortgages to build
churches because the commercial value of the building
is never worth the cost to build.  A church building, after
all, is designed for a specific purpose, worship, which
limits the market for resale in the event of foreclosure. 
Therefore, in order to help churches get a loan, and
perhaps to be more lenient/merciful in collection, the
CEF was formed.  Lutherans were then encouraged to
entrust their savings to CEF, so that, in the meantime,
that money can be put to good use for the building of
the Church of Christ.

While no one can gainsay the goal of CEF--which is the
expansion of the church of Christ, it has become clear
where such an undertaking can be dangerous. 
Questions inevitably arise:  Should the church be
involved in banking endeavors?  Should the church
expand its mission by using money it doesn’t have yet? 

And when such venture capitalism undertaken in the
Name of Christ doesn’t make the expected returns,
what happens when investors are left to foot the
unpaid bills?  I received a call from one CEF investor
who said "I thought my money was safe with the
church."   The church has no special grace to protect
financial investments.  What it has been given is the
God-given ability to keep our eternal inheritance safe. 
Jesus never promises financial security, but he does
promise that the gates of Hell shall never prevail
against His Church (Matthew 16:18).

Christian friends, we must lift our voices in prayer for
everyone affected by the CEF failure.  And this is a
perfect place for us to return to the Lord, and
remember why the Lutheran faith was confessed in the
first place.  We are the Lutheran Church because we
believe the foundation of the church is Christ alone,
received through faith alone, by grace alone, sourced
in Scripture alone, without any investment savvy or
market insight of our own.

The Church of Christ is the trustee of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ alone; and we cannot put God's
guarantee upon anything that is not in the Bible.  God
never promises that your money, your family, your job,
your health, your reputation or any such thing is safe
from the temporal assaults of the devil or this world. 
However, he does promise that though this world may
separate you from worldly treasures, nothing can
separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus
(Romans 8:31-39).  

The Church has not been given the Midas touch; nor
is she built upon principles of prosperity and economic
growth.  And we must be cautious against giving that
impression, especially when trying to engage the world
on its own rules and terms.  Rather, the Church is built
upon the Word of God.  And the Word of God makes
many promises: that God will never leave or forsake
you (Hebrews 13:5);  that in love He sent His son to
pay the price for your sin (John 3:16); that on the last
day he will return to bring a new heaven and a new
earth for you to live with him forever (Revelation 21:1). 
Jesus promises that his blood forgives your sins
(Ephesians 1:7) and in knowing him you have eternal
life (John 17:3).  These are promises of an eternal
inheritance, that will never rust or decay or depreciate. 



In fact, they are the only sure investment this side of
glory.  For heaven and earth will pass away, but the
words of Jesus will not pass away (Matthew 24:35). 
Guaranteed!

“And take they our life, Goods, fame, child, and wife,
Though these all be gone, Our vict’ry has been won;
The Kingdom ours remaineth.”  
- Hymn: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” (LSB 656), by
Martin Luther

Pastor

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Jesus Blesses Little Children:  Matthew 19:14 Jesus
said, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not
forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven.”

The Lessons of the Month:
February 1:  “Jesus Calls Matthew”
February 8:  “Jesus and the Little Children”
February 15:  “The Transfiguration”
February 22:  “Jesus Heals Jairus’s Daughter”

                            
For your information, our Sunday School enrolment
policy states that if your child turns 3 years old they are
able to begin attending Sunday School.  So, even if your
child has recently had her/his third birthday, your child
is welcome to begin attending Sunday School, if you
feel that they are ready to do so.  Please talk to Kathy
Withage; the Sunday School Coordinator, or to a Pre-
School teacher about registering your child in Sunday
School.  
The church provides offering envelopes for all Sunday
School children.  We believe that this will promote good
stewardship habits among our children—habits which
hopefully will be with them for their lifetime.  The
envelopes are numbered and individual offerings are
recorded and added to their parent’s financial
contribution statement.  The Sunday School offerings go
into the church’s general budget.  The exception to this
may be to collect special offerings for missions. 
Information about a special offering will be
communicated to parents prior to a special offering
being taken.
If you would like to know more about Sunday School;
have questions about what is happening in the Sunday
School; or would like to help with Sunday
School, please talk to the Sunday School
Coordinator, Kathy Withage.

Keep Asking, Searching, Knocking: 
Matthew 7: 7  “Ask, and it will be given to
you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it
will be opened to you.”

LITTLE LAMBS CHRISTIAN PRE-SCHOOL

It's that time of year again! Registration for the
2015/2016 School year is now open to all returning
families of Little Lambs, and to members of the
congregation of Immanuel Lutheran Church.  There
will be an OPEN HOUSE on Monday February 9th,
2015 ~ 6:30 - 7:30 PM, at which time we will start
accepting registrations from new families. If you would
like more information, you can call the preschool at
403-892-6627.  Registration forms are available on the
preschools website www.littlelambspreschool.ca or
from the church office. 

PUERTO PENASCO MISSION

Greetings from Puerto Penasco (a.k.a. Rocky Point),
Mexico. We wish you all a Blessed 2015.
Since my last newsletter, Maritza and the boys now
have a workable kitchen. Miles was able to remodel
some donated cabinets and install base cabinets,
counter top and kitchen sink. He also finished the
shower area and installed a sky light made from a 3
litre coke bottle (ask Walter Egli for details on this
creative light source). Maritza is delighted to be able to
wash dishes and prepare meals indoors.

What an exciting time it was here, through the
Christmas season. We had been gathering and
wrapping gifts for the families in Penasco that we have
come to know and assist.  Kerri and friends were able
to join us for celebrations and for our "Santa Run". We
prepared several food hampers and had individual,
personalized gifts for all the children and their parents
and grandparents (yes, we have added a few names
to our list). Out to the barrio we went on Christmas
eve, Santa hats on and trucks loaded to the brim. 
Joyful faces and grateful hearts greeted us wherever
we went. Dozens of children followed the vehicles in
hopes of a treat - we did our best to give them a little
something for Christmas (believe me, there is never
enough candy).
Mission Jim continues to work with several families
and makes suggestions to us of whom we might
assist.  Miles helped out with 2 concrete pours, one for
a young family that received an addition to their home
and just yesterday, one for the family of adults that I
mentioned to you in the last newsletter. Their
desperate conditions touched our hearts.  I was
planning to discuss with Jim that Immanuel would take
on this project but he was able to get "The Old Boys"
to start on the home next week. It is a blessing that the
family will not have to wait until the fall for suitable
shelter.  We will help out next week next to these
skilled men who build here a couple of times a
year. They may not have the time or the funds to finish
what is needed so we will assess the situation after
they leave to see if there is still need for more
construction, possibly from Immanuel laborers. By the
way, Empty Spool Ladies, this family received the
wonderful quilts you donated which made their way



from Lethbridge to Yuma (thanks to Dick and Bev
Dunn), Yuma to El Golfo, and lastly El Golfo to
Penasco, just in time for Christmas.

Early in January, our resort had it's annual meeting so
a friend and I saw an opportunity to call for donations of
blankets and clothing for a community we are now
referring to as the "Railway Village"  These are folks
who were living along the railway tracks but were ousted
by the Railway company and relocated to the outskirts
of town. As you can imagine the conditions are bleak -
no water or power at the moment and make-shift shelter
at best.  My friend and I spent the better part of a week
sorting clothing and making bundles for
distribution. Then we headed out with our drivers. Miles
and Mike, with 2 truckloads of items.  This was very
timely, since it has been rather cool here this winter.
They even asked for the cardboard boxes that we were
storing the donations in. Just as a side note, we had a
train derailment, in December,  about 2 km north of
where these folks were "squatting" - I can't image the
devastation and loss of life that would have occurred
had the derailment happened where they were living.

I want all of you to know that your support means so
much to the poor people of Penasco. Although there are
several groups that do mission work here, the need is
very great. Even other churches and Christian centers
have been asking us for financial assistance. We have
been focusing, however, on expanding our support to
the neighbors of the families that we have already come
to know in the hope that the community will strengthen.
  
If our funds at Immanuel are secure, we will be able to
plan for a build and/or renovation for the fall of
2015. Please let me know if you are interested in
participating in a "Vacation with Purpose", likely early-to-
mid Novermber.  In the meantime, we practice our
missionary skills as best we can on a daily basis until we
can come together as a group as we did in 2013. God
Bless!

In His Service, 
Shirley Masnyk 

COURSE TO BE OFFERED At IMMANUEL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

What do we do together as a church? At least part of
the answer to that question is found in Galatians
6:2—“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this wayOfulfil
the law of Christ.”

We are a congregation that carry each other’s burdens,
and we can learn to do it even better. It is in this spirit
that Immanuel Lutheran is offering this spring: Caring
for Inactive Members: How to Make God’s House a
Home. We hope many from the congregation will get
involved in this course. We hope you will be involved.
Caring for Inactive Members will teach us how to relate
to inactive members and welcome them home. The
course content hints at the importance of the course

and at its practical nature:
1. Hopes and Expectations
2. How to Handle Chance Encounters with

Inactive Members
3. How to Converse Comfortably
4. How to Guarantee 100% Success
5. How to Set Up Visits
6. How to Invite Gently

Much, much more takes place during the six hours of
instruction. The topics offer vital knowledge every
single person in our congregation needs to have
because every one of us is responsible for making
God’s house a home. Every one of us is responsible
for carrying the burdens of our brothers and sisters in
Christ. So often congregations come across in a
judgmental way towards those individuals who have
become inactive. This is neither Christian nor helpful.
Developing greater understanding is essential, and
that is one of the pillars of this course.
Who should take this course? You should, and so
should every member of the congregation. The more
who are aware of good and bad responses to those
they haven’t seen around church for a while, the
better. The more who are aware of the topics covered
in Caring for Inactive Members, the more they will be
part of the solution instead of part of the problem.
Please sign up today on the bulletin board. Date and
times to be announced. For more information speak to
Katherine Canfield.

“The Me God Sees”   Is a discussion our Mom’s Time
group is beginning in January.  All women are
encouraged and welcome to join our Moms group.
This group is an opportunity to build community by
providing an open, caring and accepting atmosphere
where women can come together to share and learn.
A place for mentoring where mature women listen,
encourage and offer information and perspectives
gained through experience. A place for practical
instruction, teaching focuses on areas of common
interest, offering inspiration and information that is
relevant to the life of a mother. Our Moms group meets
the 2nd and 4th  Thursday morning of the month from
9:30 -11:30 a.m.  February sessions are 12th and 26th. 
The program is free and everyone is welcome. If you
need more information or wish to attend please call
Katherine Canfield Parish Coordinator 403-327-4336
or 403-756-2149.

MARVELOUS Psalm 98:1A, MARVEL IN WHAT GOD
HAS DONE!  Sing to the Lord a New Song, for He Has
Done Marvelous Things: Parents and  Youth 13 – 18
years Mark your calendar July 2-5 2015 ABC District
Youth Gathering  at Trinity Western University,
Langely, B.C.  Please contact Katherine Canfield 403-
756-2149 as soon as possible to participate in this
exciting event so we can start planning now! Youth
fees are $300 per youth before April 1, 2015. Plus
transportation cost. If you are an adult or at least 19
years old and would like to attend as an volunteer
(IBOD) there are many opportunities and the first 10



(IBOD) volunteers have a special registration fee of
$100.00 including room & board but must sign up before
April 1 2015. After April 1 fee is $233.00 per person plus
transportation cost.

Plan to attend Feb. 1 at 2:00 p.m. 
Music and Dessert with Doug
Rawling & Stacey Hougin here at
Immanuel Lutheran Church in support
Wilderness Ranch.  Wilderness Ranch
is a local Christian outreach mission in
need of our support. Wilderness Ranch
provides a wilderness setting, a
program of education and fellowship

where faith and trust in Jesus Christ is integrated into
daily living through children, youth and adult programs.
Please plan to attend and learn more about this worthy
mission. A free will offering will be taken. Your support
is greatly appreciated.

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH FAMILY &
FRIENDS BOWLING EVENING Feb.
7, 6:00 p.m. Holiday bowl $5.00 per
game (includes shoes) 2 games per
person. Please sign up on the bulletin
board. We may order pizza if there is
enough interest for an additional
$5.00. Please indicate yes or no on
the sign-up sheet. The Board of
Outreach encourages you to bring a friend. For more
information please contact Sandra Zadsany 403-327-
8342.

Volunteers are need for
Organizing & Clean up of the Lent
soup suppers beginning on Ash
Wednesday,  February 18th and
for the following five weeks. If you
could help with the organization

and clean up please speak with Katherine Canfield .
Volunteers to bring a pot of soup are also needed.
Please sign up on the sign-up sheet on the bulletin
board . Thank you.

TABLE TENNIS (PING PONG)

Table Tennis (Ping Pong) - A group
planning to meet regularly at the
church to play table tennis Saturdays
at 10:30 am in the Youth Room
upstairs. Anyone interested is invited
to join in the fun! 

WEEKDAY SERVICES DURING LENT

The Season of Lent is once again upon us. Lent is a
season where we reflect upon the fact that our sin cost
Jesus his life, and cost God his only Son. Our heavy
hearts of repentance prepare us for the joy to be
expressed at Easter when Jesus is Risen, and when
God’s Son is returned to Him in glory!

Because of the preparatory nature of Lent, it is
customary to devote special time to reflection and
prayer. To this end, we will be hosting midweek Lenten
services throughout Lent here at Immanuel. You are
invited also to a soup and bun supper preceding

worship. The details are
listed below. There is no
cost for supper, only a
freewill offering if you
would like to contribute.

Lenten Service

Date and
Time

Supper

(Freewill

Donation)

Ash Wednesday Feb. 18 (6:30) Soup and Bun
(5:45pm)

Midweek
(Wednesdays

Feb. 25,
March 4, 11, 18,
25

Soup and Bun
(5:45pm)

Maundy Thursday April 2
7:00 p.m.

None

Good Friday April 3
11:00 a.m.

N/A

Immanuel Lutheran Church

Financial Statement

DECEMBER 31, 2014

MISSION OFFERINGS
A-BC District Mission Donations for Month . . . . $305.00
A-BC District Mission Donations to Date . . . . . 3,311.85
CLWR Mission Donations for Month . . . . . . . . . . 560.00
CLWR Mission Donations to Date . . . . . . . . . . . 2590.00

BANK ACCOUNTS
Servus Credit Union Cheq. Acc.t Balance . . $37,148.19
Dedicated Accounts Balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37,423.89
Church Extension Savings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NIL

CURRENT MONTH

Budgeted Income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32,584.38
Actual Income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39,772.54
Budgeted Disbursements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32,584.42
Actual Disbursements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26,114.24

YEAR TO DATE

Budgeted Income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 391,013.00
Actual Income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 366,864.45
Budgeted Disbursements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 391,013.00
Actual Disbursements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 357,280.22


