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IS IT JUST ME?
We begin a very important series of messages in November!  The messages are tied
together in a theme we are calling “Is It Just Me? – Building Christ–Centered Community”. 
So, here’s the honest question.  I hope you have an honest answer.  Have you ever felt
alone?  Loneliness can be a very real thing, not just for you but for many others in our
church family and even beyond.  For example, you could be participating in weekly
worship and doing all sorts of “church activities” and still feel alone.  Why is that?  What
leads to feeling alone?  How do you think isolation tends to happen in communities?
 
I’m sure you have probably thought this at one time or another (maybe even right now as
you are reading this article).  The thought is… “Is it just me?”.  In other words, “Am I all
alone in this?”… (whatever THIS is).  We can feel all alone even in a crowd and even when
we are supposedly more connected than ever with all of our electronic devices. This
message series will explore the importance of building Christ-centered community! 
What’s at stake here and how does the Gospel of Jesus Christ speak to this issue of
feeling alone as we go through life?  Here’s what at stake.  We are facing a loneliness 
epidemic that His heightened by social media use.  We’re often isolated and some of our
online habits aren’t helping. 
 
And here’s a ray of sunshine, some good news in the midst of this epidemic.  The church,
God’s church, the people of God serve as a wonderful antidote to isolation.  The church
(the people of God) is an amazing living and breathing thing with Christ, Jesus our
crucified and risen Lord, as the head.  With Jesus, we know we are never alone and the
church (the people of God, not the building) is a wonderful answer and antidote to the
problem of loneliness when we practice habits of connection.  It’s in those connections
where God can do His great healing and restoration work!  
 
This four week series will address how the enemy of our souls can use isolation to attack
and destroy.  While being alone to commune with God is important, isolation can work
against us and separate us from God and others.  Thankfully, God’s Word of truth and
grace gives us the power to be alert and thoughtful about practicing life in a way that
lends itself to life giving community.  When we confess our sins to God and other trusted
Christians, as well as learn to be open and honest about our struggles and pain, we can
find strength in the power of spiritual community with Jesus at the center.
 
Would you add your voice to the conversation we are about to have this November? 
Come out each week or as often as you can to be built up by this series of messages
called, “Is It Just me? – Building Christ-Centered Community”

Sincerely, Pastor Lee
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Youth Ministry
On October 23, about 13 of us gathered to hang out 
with each other and to put together boxes for Operation
Christmas Child!  We had such a good time as we 
shared in snacks, in the crazy game of Hall Ball (only a 
few people were hospitalized ), and most importantly in 
heading to the dollar store to purchase some good stuff 
to fill each box.  We took time out as well to focus on 
1 Timothy 6:18, “Tell them to use their money to do good. 
They should be rich in good works and generous to those 
in need, always being ready to share with others.”  It’s 
amazing what we can accomplish together with God’s help when we focus on not getting
rich but “being rich”, rich in good works and generous to those in need.  When we are
focused on others (because our needs are met in Jesus Christ alone), then we focus less on
ourselves and more on helping and serving.

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE
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Operation Christmas Child
November 3, 10, and 17 are collection days for your filled shoe boxes.  We are gathering
them at the altar and we ask our loving Heavenly Father to use these gifts for His purposes
to show His love.  Operation Christmas Child is a  hands-on way for us to bless struggling
children in the developing world by filling shoe boxes with toys, hygiene items, school
supplies, and other items. The boxes are distributed in the name of Jesus Christ to children
living in desperate situations.

FOOD TRAIN - Would you be willing to

occasionally bless another family/ person

with your cooking by providing a meal? Our

Food Train sincerely needs a few more

servants to prepare a meal at least once

every other month or so. Could you help?

The more servants we have with this ministry

the less frequently you would be called

upon, but you are always welcome to cook

more frequently. Please  pick a date on the

calendar on the bulletin board . Questions?

Call our  Food Train Coordinator – Carole

Eldridge  403-634-8938. Your service is

valuable and appreciated.

Turkey Dinner and Silent Auction
The 17th Annual Turkey Dinner and Silent Auction will be held on Nov. 16th. Tickets are on
sale following both services or from the church office. We appreciate donations of new
items for the silent auction.  Donations can be dropped off at the church office.
Groceries are still need. If you could help provide some pies, buns, cranberries etc. Please
place your name down by what you are able to bring. Groceries need to be brought to the
church no later than Nov. 13th. Buns, pies and perishable items need to be at the church by
Friday Noon Nov. 15th

NURSERY CARE COORDINATOR – Our

nursery is a special area that helps serve

families with young children up to age 3 or

4.   We are looking for someone to ensure

that our nursery Sunday mornings is staffed

by dependable, friendly, enthusiastic, and

caring volunteers who relate well with

young children.  The Nursery Care

Coordinator role mainly includes on-going

scheduling, encouraging, and

communicating with our volunteers.  To

express interest or to answer questions you

might have, please speak with Katherine

Canfield (Parish Coordinator)

at coordinator@immanuellutheran.caAn Update from Pastor Peter Van Katwyk
In October Pastor Peter Van Katwyk joined Immanuel’s ministry team on a part-time basis,
primarily to help with pastoral visits. He and his wife Helen moved from Prince George to
Lethbridge to be closer to their son-in-law and daughter, Erik and Kristin Cline. They are
beginning to connect faces to names in the congregation and are looking forward to
finding their places in the life of Immanuel as well as in the community of Lethbridge.
They are blessed with a growing family; Erik and Kristin Cline 
who are expecting a baby in December; and their son Eric Van 
Katwyk with his wife Casey and their sons Preston and Oliver. 
That branch of the family live in Airdrie and are members of 
Shepherd Of The Hills Lutheran, Airdrie.
Pastor Peter was raised in Burlington, Ontario; Helen in Montreal, 
Quebec. They both came out west in the 1980’s looking for work 
and met (office romance!), married and began raising their 
family in Calgary. From there God called them to Saskatoon 
(seminary), Regina (vicarage), Innisfail (first call), Red Deer 
(Mt. Calvary) and Prince George (Zion and Vanderhoof).
If you have questions please feel free to talk to Helen & Pastor Peter after service. Pastor
can be reached at the church (403) 327-4336 or pastorpeter@immanuellutheran.ca.

TURKEY DINNER - Thank you to all the

servants who have signed up for service at

the Turkey Dinner & Silent Auction, however,

we need volunteers to cook Turkeys, people

to serve (4 – 7 shift), and people to assist

with the clean up. Sign up on the bulletin

board in the narthex.

WORSHIP TEAM - The worship team for the

11:00 AM service is looking for potential

vocalists, guitarists, bass guitarists, or

drummers. Please refer names  to Pastor

Lee.

http://immanuellutheran.ca/
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Financial Report - October 2019
Preschool: The Preschool finances still look strong. They are ahead of their budget
projections for 2019 and are on track to make a small profit; even though they had
budgeted to take a small financial loss for 2019.
 

General Fund: Revenue continues to be “on track”. Even when the recent extraordinary
contributions are removed from the equation; we have still received over $23,000 – or an
additional 9.5%- compared to last year. To September 30th, we have received 65.4% of
our budget; whereas last year at this time we had received 64.4% of a smaller budget
(again – not including the extraordinary donations). The year is 75% complete and we are
still counting on the influx of funds that we normally get at the end of each year. That
needs to continue if we are to meet our budgeted targets.
 

On the expense side, virtually every account on target. The exceptions are due to the $50K
+ payout to the LCC Pension fund; and photocopying – but now that we have a
printer that runs copies more economically; that will make future years less expensive. 
 

Call Baynish at 403-682-9390 if you have comments or questions.

Immanuel Library
Book of the Month
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Casey Cox’s DNA is all over the crime
scene. There’s no use talking to police; they
have failed her abysmally before. She has
to flee before she’s arrested... or worse. The
truth doesn’t matter anymore.
 
But what is the truth? That’s the question
haunting Dylan Roberts, the war-weary
veteran hired to find Casey. PTSD has
marked him damaged goods, but bringing
Casey back can redeem him. Though the
crime scene seems to tell the whole story,
details of the murder aren’t adding up.
Casey Cox doesn’t fit the profile of a killer.
But are Dylan’s skewed perceptions keeping
him from being objective? If she isn’t guilty,
why did she run?
 
Unraveling her past and the evidence that
condemns her will take more time than he
has, but as Dylan’s damaged soul intersects
with hers, he is faced with two choices. The
girl who occupies his every thought is a
psychopathic killer... or a selfless hero. And
the truth could be the most deadly weapon
yet.
 
The Story continues in “If I Live (#2) and “If
I’m Found” (#3).

There's a Resource for that! (no app yet :-)
Would you like to connect with your spouse or friend in a positive faith filled way each day?
We have a resource to help with that!
 
In a world where there are so many demands on family time – there is a real struggle to
stay connected with your children, friends and loved ones! Do you know the highs and lows
of your loved ones each day? We know families want to bond and connect. We have a
resource to help with that!
 
Do you wonder how to impart and instill a growing faith in the next generation? We have
a resource to help with that!
 
Want to learn more ways how to walk the talk; Model Faith, Joy, Problem Solving and Love
to your family, friends and community? We have a resource to help with that!
 
Do you have about 15-20 minutes a day to do the above? The Resource for that is
“Growing Faith at Home” … Excited to learn more? Help us, as we learn to help individuals
and families grow together; consider participating in our pilot project. Join the Board of
Education Friday Nov. 29 from 6:30 – 8 p.m. for pizza and sharing.  
 
Childcare will be provided onsite for families needing childcare.
 
Please RSVP on or before Nov. 20, 2019 by calling Katherine Canfield 587-220-1672 or
email at coordinator@immanuellutheran.ca.  

Fall Voter's Meeting
The Fall Voters’ Meeting will be November 24th, following the 11am service. The focus of this
meeting will be to approve the budget for 2020. The proposed budget will be published
mid-month by the Parish Planning Council for review ahead of the meeting. For more info,
contact Tyler chairman@immanuellutheran.ca or Baynish  treasurer@immanuellutheran.ca 
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Dream Team Update
Greetings,
I want to give you a brief update on the current work of the Dream team. We have met
about 5 times since our committee came together. We have spent our time reviewing the
Intern Ministry recommendations as well as the town hall results from the dot votes.
 
Mostly recently; we invited Pastor Marv Ziprick to meet with both PPC and the Dream Team.
Pastor Marv is currently serving as the assistant Pastor at Bethel Lutheran Church in
Sherwood Park. What a blessing it was to have him present to our leadership team. He gave
us a lot of God sent information; in regards to navigating the future of Immanuel. Listening
to our youth, serving our community and those around us, remembering our mission/vision
and “keeping the main thing, the main thing” is all important in the continued growth of
Immanuel. So, how do we keep the main thing, the main thing? What is the main thing? This
is the next step for the Dream team, as we continue to meet in the months ahead. I
encourage everyone that has a dream or would like to see a particular ministry grow; to let
us know by emailing Dustin Napper at vice@immanuellutheran.ca. I ask for your continued
prayers for the Dream team as God leads Immanuel in the direction he has set out. Below is
the devotional I shared with the group to open the meetings with Pastor Marv. It is titled
God Is in Control.
 
GOD IS IN CONTROL
I don’t know if anyone else feels the same way as me; but when I am asked to do any sort
of public speaking: I get really nervous and anxious. I worry I may mess up, stumble on my
words, mis-pronounce something or have my mind go blank and freeze up. So, as I
prepared to open our meetings, I spent some time reading numerous devotionals, watching
inspirational videos and trying to find the perfect devotion for the occasion. Needless to
say, I never found one. So, I decided to write my own. I have always felt compelled to be in
leadership and sometimes forget that it’s ok not to know everything or make a mistake.
Since I took on the chairman position for the dream team, I have felt somewhat lost; as I’m
sure some of you have picked up on at our meetings. As a leader, I arrive at each meeting
feeling the need to have all the answers and know what direction to take the committee.
Looking back at it all; I more often than not forget who is leading me. I admit that I can lose
sight that God is in control of the direction of the dream team, of the church and ultimately
in control of my life. God was in control yesterday; God is in control today and God will be
in control tomorrow. Proverbs 3: 5-6 says 
 
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your
ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight” (NIV)
 
I know I am not the only one that struggles with doing this from time to time. We all have
moments when we believe we are in control or like to think we know what is best. While I
was searching bible verses and devotions on leadership for that evening, a particular verse
grabbed my attention. It is what prompted me to write my own devotional and is a verse
that we can look to when we are experiencing a sense of being overloaded, overwhelmed
or lost. It is verse 10 from Isaiah 41 and reads:
 
“So do not fear, for I am with you; Do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen
you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” (NIV)
 
When I read this verse the other night, it brought ease to my mind. God reminded me that
we don’t always have to know everything and that there is no need to be nervous or
anxious. Isaiah 41:10 reminds us to trust in the LORD, as he is the one in control and will
remain with us through the good times, the trying times and the unknown.
 
Dustin Napper, Dream Team Chairman

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT
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Do you follow our Facebook page? Recently
we asked "If you could have coffee with
one person from the bible (other than Jesus)
who would you choose and why?  Some of
the answers so far include Moses, Joseph,
Joshua, Martha and more.  Head over to FB
to let us know who you would choose!
 
https://www.facebook.com/ImmanuelLuth
eranLethbridge/videos/535423027015497/

Back in July, 8 youth and 2 leaders from
Immanuel traveled to Minneapolis for the
LCMS Youth Gathering.  In late September
they youth made a presentation to the
congregation about their experience.  If
you missed it (that was the big snowstorm
weekend, so many of you missed it), we
have uploaded it to the ILC website!
 
https://www.immanuellutheran.ca/youth.
html

Don't forget to turn the clocks back 1 hour
before you go to bed on November 2nd!
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DO LUTHERANS LIKE PUMPKIN PIE? 
we asked and 34 people voted...

76%

24%

LOVE pumpkin pie
Not a fan of pumpkin pie
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