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HEY PASTOR DID YOU MAKE ANY NEW YEARS
RESOLUTIONS?

Let me begin by wishing each of our readers a New Year filled
with God’s grace and mercy as you live this year in Christ!
As to the question? Short Answer: No.  As a product of the
generation of skepticism making New Year’s resolutions has
not been my cup of tea.

Long answer ☺ (please read on).  Risking over thinking your
question and taking it too seriously, I would have to answer
both No and Yes. No as indicated above, my skeptical
doubting side bars me from doing this. It sees no point in
making resolutions since I can never keep them.

However, as a practicing Christian, washed in the blood of
Christ, I am freed from my doubts and skepticism. I am freed
from my past failures and hurts. And I am empowered by
Christ to live a new life transformed by His grace and mercy.
And so every day I begin with new resolve!

Every day, including this New Year’s Day I begin with a
number of resolutions. First, as one completely dependent
upon God’s grace and mercy, I resolve to live this day in
Christ. Dead to sin and alive in Christ, I am resolved to avoid
every kind of sin and evil and to live according to God’s will. I
am resolved daily to meditate upon the Word of God, practice
the Faith, and to humbly receive God’s good and gracious gifts
with thanksgiving. I am resolved to practice the traditional
Christian disciplines of prayer, fasting and charity. I am
resolved to faithfully fulfill the duties of the vocations and
callings that God has given to me. I am resolved to work at the
three points of the Christian life: humbly, to live a life of
worship, to live a life of witness and to live a life of service. 

I know.I know, extremely high risk resolutions for a skeptic
like me to make! I feel it every day as my flesh cringes over
these resolves and seeks to distract, entice away and destroy
any hope of fulfilling them. That is why for me at least this has
got to be a daily resolve. Because daily I fail and fall and hurt,
and daily I need to let go of that and begin with new resolve.
I can’t wait a whole year! Daily I need my baptismal dip dying
to the old failures and hurts and daily being clothed in Christ’s
righteousness and His resolve which took Him to the cross
and the empty tomb and to ascend into heaven. Daily though
I fail, I also trust that God will bring about His good through
those things I have done in faith toward Him and in love for His
people. (Martin Luther’s Morning Prayer has been a Godsend
for me in this regard!)

That is Good News for skeptics like me, we are redeemable
people who have a hope and future – In Christ, the faithful
One.

Hey Pastor, did you make any New Year’s resolutions? Long
answer: No and Yes!

God bless!
In Christ,
Pastor Rob

INTENTIONAL INTERIM MINISTRY REPORT

There are five sections of the Intentional Interim Ministry
process which the congregation is working toward
completion under the direction of the Intentional Interim
Taskforce. 

The first is an understanding of the congregation’s heritage
and what we can learn from our past. Over the past four
months the heritage committee has been working on this
project. They are now ready to release their preliminary
report to the congregation for input and discussion. Over the
next months the congregation will organize small group
meetings to review and respond to this report. The Heritage
Committee members are Karen Barby, Rita Boltezar,  Bob
and Marj Hedrich, Shirley Masnyk.

The second area of work is discovering the new identity of
the congregation. The Intentional Interim Taskforce has
initiated work in this area. Its first project has been the
identification of all the groups that currently are working at
Immanuel and identifying the people involved in these
groups. A second task in this project area is to contact the
members of the groups to learn from them what they do and
to understand their mission and vision and direction.

A second project area is to understand how the congregation
communicates within and outside of its self. In December a
form was released to congregational members asking each
member to identify their preferred way of communication.
Since communication is not a one way streak a second area
of exploration is how the congregation understands and
prefers to communicate back and forth. 

A third project is the area of outreach. In January a map of
the 2 kilometre intake radius surrounding the church building
will be posted in the hallway. We are asking that members
who live within the zone identify themselves on the map.
Secondly, we invite all members to do a walk-through of a
particular area of the zone taking note of the various things
that are located within that zone (i.e. schools, churches,
religious groups, recreation facilities, stores, etc.) As you go
through the area please stop a pray for the people of that
area. When you have done that. Make note of what you have
learned and return your notes to one of the taskforce
members or the Pastor. On the map identify the area you
visited. 



You may be asking why a 2 kilometre radius? Research
indicates that congregations have a strong level of presence
and influence within the 2 kilometre radius and that outside of
that radius this dramatically decreases. So congregations are
best to focus their attention on the 2 kilometre zone.

The taskforce would also like to recruit some folks to do
interviews with community leaders and businesses, and
churches to gain an understanding of what they understand
the community needs to be.

A related project of the community study is a review of the
demographic information supplied by census Canada and the
City of Lethbridge. This is also bearing fruit in terms of
understanding the kinds of folks and the make-up of the
population base in West Lethbridge.

During the last month the Voters Assembly elected their new
executive and Parish Planning Council. This represents the
third component of the Intentional Interim Ministry. The Interim
period affords the opportunity for existing members of the
leadership group to step down and for another group of
leaders to come forward.
We are thankful to God for the former leadership group who
brought the congregation through a very difficult time and who
agreed to extend their term of service in order to allow the
interim process to get underway. We are also thankful to
those who have been elected to the new leadership group.
Please keep them in your prayers, get to know them and learn
how you can be of help to them. 

The fourth part of the Interim work is renewing denominational
linkages. I have asked President Schaeffer to arrange some
time over the next six months to connect with the congregation
through a series of visitations. We are working on a schedule
for that to happen.

The final part of the interim process is for the congregation to
make a common commitment to the new directions of ministry
that have been talked about and clarified. And then to call a
suitable settled Pastor that fits the congregation’s ministry and
mission.
We are now into month 8 of the 18 month Intentional Interim
Ministry process. And we are pretty much on track to complete
the work by the end of the term.

The success of the Interim process is very much dependent
upon the involvement and cooperation of the congregational
members. Your voice counts as do the decisions made by you
in conjunction with your relationship to the congregation. The
members of the taskforce want to hear from the diverse
voices that represent the congregation. The members of the
Intentional Interim Taskforce are: Katherine Canfield, Dick
Dunn, Carol Eldridge, Bill Grabowsky, Don Schielke, Margita
Witzke, Don Zech.  Please keep these members in your
prayers and continue to help them in facilitating the work of the
Interim process.

In Christ,
Pastor Robert Mohns (IIP)

SMALL GROUP

I would like to form a small group.  Kent Karapita Cell 403-
382-8960, Home 320-0666. While I am proposing
Wednesday, January 18 at 6:30 in the fireside room for
meeting, the logistics can change based on the needs of the
group.

Small group life includes a number of elements:
1. Praise and prayer which brings God directly into our

concerns.
2. Nurture: usually bible study, I propose using Paul’s

Epistle to the Ephesians, because Paul addresses our
purpose and life together within the relationship of the
Trinity in our in the Church. 

3. Community, being revealed as children loved by God to
one another.  There is the opportunity to know people
well enough to concretely support one another.  

4. Mission, understanding what are we about and taking
action.  We will ask the question about what we are
about in relationship to God and one another, and how
does this shape our roles of service to one another.

Jesus had a large group of disciples, and chose to connect
with a smaller group of twelve, and the churches that Paul
referred to usually met in homes.  This is a model that has
been extremely important to my growth as a Christian. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

A Beautiful Bouquet goes out to all the
congregation members for supporting our
children as they led the service on Dec.18th.
Thank you again for your participation in the
service, your contribution of soup and buns for

the luncheon and candy for the treat bags and the blessing
of your fellowship following the service. A special Thank-You
to all the children who participated in leading the services on
Dec.18th for sharing the good news about our savior with all
who came!

The Sunday School Mission: The
Reverse Advent Box in Support of Habour House Women’s
Shelter, Streets Alive, Interfaith Food Bank has collected 2
boxes of items over the Advent season.  The Sunday School
Children/families are encouraged to bring back their
“Reverse Advent Boxes” to Church/Sunday School on
January 8th. The items will be distributed to the fore
mentioned agencies the following week. You are still
welcome to make donations of non-perishable food items,
toiletries items such as hand soap, shampoo, conditioner,
deodorant etc. into the box in the foyer (check out the items
on the calendar for more ideas). Thank you to all who have
contributed thus far and for blessing the Sunday School in
their efforts to be a blessing to others!

Sunday school will resume January 8th

for all children 3 to 12 years of age at
about 11:15 am following the children’s
object lesson in church and concludes
at 12:15 pm.  Please joins us as you
are able. Sunday School is about
discipleship, fellowship, growing and
learning about Christ. It is meant to be
complimentary to the ongoing Christian

instruction in the child’s home and as a tool for evangelism
for those children without a church home, so friends of your
children are always welcomed.  Parents are encouraged to
have their children participate as regularly as possible
however we always thank God for the blessing of sharing
Christ anytime your child is able to attend.
Please lift up all our Sunday School Teachers in your prayers
and encourage them in this work as you are able. The Lord
has blessed Immanuel Lutheran Church with the following
Sunday School teachers: Bonnie Anton, Julia Anton, Rachel



Anton, Dayna Bosnak, Katherine Canfield, Joanne Des
Roche, Mary Ann Fuller, Kent Karapita, Kari Kautz, Nicole
Koenig, Debbie Lemke, Sarah Lindemann, Stacey Lutz, Susan
Murray, Taylor-Brynn Symonds, and Kelsey Whipple.

Mom’s Time
Do you need a place to rest your heart? When we are tired or
stressed, when our muscles ache or our skin feels dry, we can
go to a health spa for physical renewal. But what do we do
when our soul needs care? How do we cope with this hectic,
messy, and complicated world?  Join our Mom’s time group
and “Come to the Soul Spa” where spiritual practices refresh
you and where God is eager to meet with you and care for
your spirit. Over the next several mom time meetings we will
be using a women’s Bible Study resource called “Soul Spa”. 
Even if you have not joined us before, join us now as you will
find a variety of practices for the health of your spirit. Week
one will introduce the topic of soul care. Each of the following
weeks will explore a category of spiritual habits outlined by the
words Soul Spa:
S- Study; Practices that get us into God’s Word
O- Open: Practices that unlock the heart to God’s leading
U- Uplift: Practices that connect us with God in worship
L- Loosen:  Practices that allow us to approach God without
pretense

S- Share: Practices that involve the Body of Christ
P- Pray: Practices that enable us to call out to God
A- Attune: Practices that help us arrange our lives to meet
God
Child care is provided on premise here at Immanuel Lutheran
Church as available. The program is free and women of all
ages are welcome. We meet the second and fourth Thursday
of every month; January 12th and Jan 26th from 9:30 – 11:30
am. If you need more information please call Katherine
Canfield Parish Coordinator 403-327-4336 or 587-220-1672. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!

Volunteers Needed and Much Appreciated, PLEASE HELP
Our Mom’s Group is very appreciative of any assistance for
child care you could provide for this group as they meet and
study together here at the church for 2 hours once or twice a
month on the second or fourth Thursday of the month from
9:30 – 11:30 am. This is a wonderful opportunity for
intergenerational bonding and support. Men and women are
encouraged to help with child care when possible. Children
and families can never have too many faithful people
supporting them. Please consider using your time and talents
in support these members of our church community. Please
sign up on the bulletin board. For more information please
speak to Katherine Canfield 587-220-1672.

WHAT ARE HOPE GROUPS?

Hope groups are targeted to start in January. Hope groups are
a vital part of the interim ministry! These groups provide an
opportunity for congregation members to come together in
small groups for full participation by providing a safe, open
environment for discussion. Each Hope group will consist of
a host home and no more than approximately 6-8 people.
These small groups are to facilitate the sharing of hopes and
dreams for the Immanuel Lutheran church as well as an
opportunity to commune with fellow members, to build
relationships and community with our church family.
Discussion topics will generally include discussion on: who we
are, our purpose, what we do well, what we want to do in the
future, what is/will be our focus, how do we want to be
structured and what type of leadership do we desire as a

church body.   It is vital that as many members as possible
participant in these groups. Your voice counts, as does your
participation in the congregation, the decisions and directions
the congregation of Immanuel Lutheran Church takes as it
moves forward as a unified body of Christ. We want to hear
from you. Please sign up to participate in a Hope group
today. Please speak to Katherine Canfield if you are willing
to host or put you name on the bulletin board to be a
participant and receive an invitation to a group today.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

It is not too early to mark your calendar and think about VBS!
Material for the summer’s program has been ordered.
Volunteers are needed and if you are available to assist with
VBS this year please speak to Katherine Canfield 587-220-
1672. VBS usually runs the third week in July which would be
July 17 -21 in 2017 please mark your calendar. The Theme
is A Mighty Fortress, In Jesus, the Victory,  as 2017 will be
the 500th  anniversary of the reformation. There are many
Volunteer opportunities available.VBS Director/Coordinator,
Music coordinator, Group leaders, Story Time Leaders, Craft
Leaders, Bible Challenge Leaders, Snack Coordinator,
Kitchen help. Please consider where you can help out and
sign up today!

FROM SOUP TO NUTS

Join us for all or any of the last three session beginning
Thursday Jan. 19 @ 7p.m. in the fellowship hall here at
Immanuel:  
Jan 19th  7 p.m.  – First Cell - Discussing any living cell,
much less what the first cell would absolutely require to
survive, opens the door to a wonderland of God’s design.
Come learn more.
Jan. 26th 7p.m. -- DNA - “How did stupid atoms
spontaneously write their own software?” asked evolutionist
physicist Paul Davies. Where did the extraordinary
sophistication of the code found in DNA get there?...We
gaze upon an awesome design – so much so that it
compelled the once world’s leading atheist, Anthony Flew ,
to admit that it “constitutes a persuasive case for the
existence of God.” Come learn more.
Feb. 2nd  7p.m --  Humans—Evolutionary Prejudice
Reconstructions of ancient humans were guided not by their
bones but by the desire to make them “look like” they fell into
the transition from primate to human. The tragedy of
Darwinism is that it gave scientific status to racism, which
then opened the door to terrible atrocities done in the name
of such “science”.  The Bible declares that humans were
specially created and were designed for a very special role
in the universe. Come learn more.

YOUTH EVENT

Please mark your calendar for every
second Wednesday of the month for
Youth night! Our next Youth night
activity will be held on Wednesday
January 11th 7-9pm at Immanuel
Lutheran Church in the fellowship
Hall. See you all there! For more

information please contact Adrien Corbiere 403-382-7063,
Michelle Rodgers 403-634-6565, or Stacey Lutz 403-393-
1606.



GREETINGS FROM MEXICO! FELIZ NAVIDAD Y
PROSPERO ANO Y FELICIDAD!

It has been a busy December in
Mexico as we prepared for our
annual Santa Run to the barrios
of Puerto Penasco to deliver
gifts, food hampers, and
candy. Unfortunately, the weather
did not cooperate on Dec 24 as
we had huge winds and rain.  We
had to delay our trek to
Christmas morning which turned

out to be a beautiful sunny day.  Several friends helped to load
3 vehicles and distribute dozens of parcels. Many donations
came in from our resort friends; the only funds I used from
Immanuel were for food gift cards for our families from
previous builds and their neighbours.  It was a delightful day,
filled with smiles and hugs and huge appreciation from the
folks.

One story I will share is this -We had a box of gifts for
Jeronimo and his family (purple house, for those who have
been to Penasco) and I included a "like new" pair of Merrill
runners that were donated, which I thought might fit one of the
boys.  When I showed the shoes to Isabel, the grandmother,
she instantly began to cry. It turns out, little Jeronimo Jr. had
just recently worn through this shoes and his toes were
sticking out the end.  The new shoes fit perfectly; talk about a
timely event, or should I say "Holy Spirit intervention"?

Miles and I returned to the barrio on Dec 26th to a couple of
homes where the folks had not been home on our initial
outing. Maritza and her boys, Hector and Victor, were home to
receive us.  The boys are looking so grown up and mature
since the first time we met them in 2013.

As is our plan, we will select a needy family for a renovation or
new house build for 2017. New for you at Immanuel will be the
formation of a small committee to organize things in
Lethbridge.  Please watch for announcements for meetings or
opportunities to express your interest in participating in the
next build in Penasco and/or other mission opportunities.

Thank you for your support in the past. May God bless you
and the mission work that Immanuel engages in.

In His Service, 
Shirley Masnyk

FOOD TRAIN

A BIG thanks and God bless you! to all the
Food Train volunteers who have given so
generously of their time and kitchen
talents to provide nutritious, gluten-free
suppers to the Baedke family this past
year.

Please consider providing a meal any
Monday or Thursday in the next couple of months.  Check out
the Food Train sign-up calendar located on the bulletin board
outside of the Fellowship Hall to see dates available.

If you would like to arrange to provide a meal or just have
questions regarding the Food Train program, please call Carol
Eldridge at 403-327-1129.

C Our Altar Guild consists of five very dedicated women
who work quietly behind the scenes . So what do they
actually do?
C Clean the Communion Ware.
C Wash the Altar cloths and wine napkins.
C Change the paraments in accordance with the

Church year.
C Make many of the beautiful banners that decorate

our Sanctuary.
C Provide greenery around candles.
C decorate for Christmas and other seasonal and

special occasions.
C Ensure fresh flowers are placed at the Altar - Did

you know these flowers are donated? If you are
interested in donating contact Delores Mueller at
403-381-8914.

C Our Christmas Eve services had a total attendance of
377 worshippers.

C Our existing snow removal contract costs $945.00 per
month.

C Our caretakers clean on a weekly basis and cost a total
of $735.00 per month.

Throw It All Into A River 

A preacher, completing a temperance sermon, spoke with
great fervor! "If I had all the beer in the world, I'd
throw it all into the river." With greater emphasis, he
said, "And if I had all the wine in the world, I'd throw it
all into the river."  And finally he said, "And if I had all
the whiskey in the world, I'd throw it all into the river,
too!" As he took his chair, the song leader stood and
announced with a smile, "For our closing hymn, let us sing
number 365:"  "Shall We Gather at the River." 


