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HEY PASTOR! HOW CAN I HELP PEOPLE KNOW

JESUS?
Helping people come to faith in Jesus used to be as easy
as 1-2-3.

1. Invite a friend to church.
2. The friend comes to church.
3. The preacher closes the deal.

(That’s New Testament evangelism, right? Uh, maybe not.)

It’s harder today.

There are a myriad of objections that people present for
not being interested in church today. We can become
overwhelmed by this to the point that we simply give up
any hope and therefore stop putting any effort to reaching
out to people. However, the Lord bids us not to lose hope.
He is still the Lord and He is still committed to working
through His people to invite people into relationship with
Him and His Church.

Look at the first step, above. The critical first element isn't
the invitation, it's having a friend who makes the invitation.

The biggest roadblock to evangelism today may be as
simple and as sad as this: we don’t know our neighbours
like we used to. In a recent comprehensive study it was
noted that twenty percent of people say they don’t know
any Christians. 2/3 of people say they don’t know any
Christians who are actively practising their faith.

People become willing to consider Jesus when they like
and trust the Christians they know.
This is a crucial problem, because there's one reason
above all others that opens people up to the gospel.
People become willing to consider Jesus when they like
and trust the Christians they know.

People need to know us before they can trust us. And they
need to trust us before they’ll go to church with us. 
We have to be the church before they’ll go to church.
But what does that look like today? Here is some

discussion starters. Not rocket science stuff, rather stuff
we likely know:
1. Pray for them
We need to make it a priority to pray for our unchurched
family, friends, co-workers and neighbors. All the
strategies and friendliness in the world won't make any
difference without this.
2. Build Relationships with No Strings Attached
No one wants to be someone else's project. They always
know when they are. They can smell it. When someone
doesn't want to be recruited, stop recruiting and just love
people like Jesus did. He’ll take care of the rest.
3. Play the Long Game
Overcoming apathy doesn't happen overnight. It takes
years, sometimes decades. But in the light of eternity, it's
more than worth the investment. We need to be okay with
what may seem like losses in the short term, to make
gains for the long term.
4. Live With Integrity
Integrity may be the most-needed, but least-evident
character trait in society. Virtually every poll shows that
people have less faith in our major institutions, including
the church, than ever. The reason? Lack of integrity.
We need to live upright lives. Holy lives. Honest and
transparent lives. We need to practice the faith we
purport to hold so dear that we want to share it with
others.
Trust is easy to lose and hard to earn. And it’s even
harder to earn back. Again, it’s about the long game.
5. Talk about Life, Not Just about Your Church
Real life is never just about one subject. If Jesus
influences every area of our lives (which he does) then
we should connect with people in every area of our lives,
including the non-churchy parts.
6. Be More Joyful, Less Mean
There are too many mean Christians around us. They
seem to get all the publicity. Why would people want to
sign up for that? Live joyfully. It’s deeper than niceness,
stronger than meanness, and rabidly contagious.
7. Be Authentic, Even If It Means Being Different
Here's the challenge: we need to live differently without
coming across as "look at me, I'm better than you."
Because we’re not. For the best example of how to do



this well, look at the life of Jesus.
8. Be Available
Most people who come to Jesus as adults do so because
of trauma. God hard-wired us to reach out for help when
bad things happen.
People don't reach out to a church when they're hurting,
they reach out to a friend. And if that friend is also a
believer, then that friend can bring Jesus in just when he’s
needed the most.
But we must resist the temptation to switch into recruitment
mode when people are in trauma. There are few things
more inappropriate than leveraging someone else's pain
for our own agenda. Even if that agenda is a good one.
When people are hurting, be available and let Jesus do the
rest.
9. Make Fewer Statements, Have More Conversations
The best way for breaking through the apathy barrier is
showing people that you care. And the best way to start
doing that is to listen to them.
Jesus had small conversations. On big subjects. That’s
where he earned people’s trust. That’s where we’ll earn it,
too.

INTENTIONAL INTERIM REPORT
It has been a year since I first took up the call to come
alongside you for a period of Intentional Interim Ministry. I
have been blessed to have come to know quite a number
of the active membership of the congregation. Thank you
for the opportunity to serve you in my capacity of
Intentional Interim Pastor.

The taskforce has been busy more recently in reviewing
the data to determine a proposed Mission, Vision and
Direction statement. The intention of the statement is to
provide the congregation with focus and clarity about its
work and to be able to make objective decisions regarding
the scope and direction and prioritization of its ministry
activities.

The proposed Mission statement is: Immanuel is called
by God to lead people to love God and one another, to
build a community of healthy disciples in Christ, and
to serve others.

The key action words indicate for the congregation the
ongoing process of discipleship beginning with God’s
calling of people into relationship with Him and with one
another, this begins the process of making disciples. We
all began our journey as disciples in this way, with God
calling us. And in like manner we become those disciples
who invite others to hear God’s calling to them. The
second step is building disciples in Christ, this is the
ongoing work of the congregation. By means of the same
Word of God and working of the Spirit, God works to
deepen His relationship with us and produce in us the
healthy fruits of the Spirit. Healthy disciples are led by God
to move outside the community of Immanuel to engage the
world around them sharing the Gospel and once again
inviting people to hear God’s calling them into relationship
with Him through the ministry of the congregation. And so
the Lord’s disciples are every moving and ever growing in

their discipleship. The mission statement is also outlined
graphically for you and copies can be obtained through
the office.
We know that making disciples and the continual growth
in our personal discipleship is the overarching call of God
for His Church as reflected in the great commission in
Matthew 28:18–20 (ESV) 
18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to
the end of the age.” 
 We also know and believe that it is by means of the
Word of God, through the working of the Holy Spirit that
people come into relationship with Jesus. Romans 1:16
(ESV) 
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power
of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew
first and also to the Greek. 

The desire therefore is to align all of our ministry activities
toward the fulfilment of this mission. I welcome your input
and comments on the proposed mission statement.

I recognize that there are many in the congregation who
are feeling drained in one way or another. I would
encourage the members to take a Sabbath rest, Just rest
in the arms of your Lord, trust in Him to care for you. He
is faithful and He will carry you. Dwell in His presence in
His Word and partake of His sacraments, which is the
medicine your soul longs for.

Once again I would like to thank the members of the
congregation for opening their doors and hearts to me. To
be able to share this part of the journey with you has
been a privilege and a great joy. I am looking forward to
the next phase our journey.

In Christ, Pastor Rob

AN INVITATION TO JOIN THE CHALLENGE
A couple of years ago the Governor General of Canada
invited Canadians to give a little extra over Christmas to
a charity of their choice and to invite others to join them
in responding to his challenge. It’s a worthy invitation for
us as Canadians to consider and to act upon.

The number of charities has grown exponentially in the
past few years to meet the ever growing needs of people.
It’s a great way for the wealth of our citizens to be re-
distributed so that many more people’s situation in life
can be improved.

I would encourage members of the congregation to take
up the financial challenge. And in specific I encourage
you to increase your giving to the congregation and to
challenge members of your family to do the same.
Why give a gift to the congregation?
In survey after survey of communities it has been
resounding recognized that churches matter and in



specific that they are the most important means to address
the needs of people within our community. 
Immanuel has a 110 + year history of compassionately
serving people.
We are able to address the needs of people immediately
without a lot of bureaucracy or red tape.
 We don’t spend donations on fund-raising programs. That
means that each dollar donated is a real dollar donated to
the ministry of the congregation.
We alone are able to address the needs of the whole
person: physical, emotional and spiritual needs.
Financial gifts to the congregation support a broad sphere
of needs. We support the local community based
ministries. Through our large web of partners we also
support regional based ministries, as well as national and
global ministries. Because we are a recognized charity in
some cases your donations are multiplied with matching
grants and in the case of some international programs
supported by the Canadian Government your donation can
be multiplied up to 5 times. (An example of this is our
partnership with Canadian Lutheran World Relief).
Most importantly God knows that the world needs His
Christians to bring the light of His love into the growing
darkness and evil of our times. 
We are grateful to God for the generous continuous
financial support of the members of the congregation
throughout the year. And we know that God has brought
about much good through your partnership in the ministry
of the congregation even as He has promised.
So I invite you to take up the challenge and prayerfully
respond out of what the Lord has given you to continue the
work of the congregation. Perhaps you are even at a place
that you can make a special gift today to help with our
immediate needs. As you respond, extend the challenge to
someone else to do the same. Let see what God will do!
If now is not a good time for you to take up the challenge
then we pray that God would provide you with the
opportunity in the future to plan to take up the challenge.

JUNE MEMBERSHIP CLASSES
First Class: Wednesday, June 14th at 7 p.m. in the Board
Room.  We will set dates and times for the other classes
depending on participants’ availability.  Pastor Rob will be
leading three two hour membership classes for those who
would like to explore membership in the congregation and
also for members who would also like to explore their
membership at Immanuel. We will be using the Lutheran
Hour Ministry online material “God Connects.” Those
interested in the course are encouraged to go to the
website: lhm.org/godconnects and look at the possible
topics for discussion.

SUMMER SCHEDULE
Beginning on June 18th, we will move to our summer
schedule with one service being held at 10 a.m.    Holy
Communion will be celebrated on the first and third Sunday
as usual. 

Fathers Day -  In order to honour
the fathers in our congregation,
Gourmet Hot Dogs will be served
following the one service at 10:00
a.m.   

LITTLE LAMBS CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL
Greetings from Little Lambs! We are wrapping up the last
few weeks of preschool for the year. Our last day of class
is June 15th. The preschoolers will celebrate Daddy
Donut Days on June 7and 8. Our Year End Celebration
is on Thursday, June 15th at 5pm with a pizza and
potluck dinner. Have a wonderful summer and we look
forward to a new school year in September.

Teacher Carmen

LAST DAY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL will be June 11,
2017

Thanks to all the staff and students for a
g rea t  Sun d a y  Schoo l  yea r !
Congratulations to the all Grade six
students who will be moving on to
Confirmation Class this fall. We will miss
you! Parents of grade six students are

encourage to register your child’s information for
confirmation class at the church office as soon as
possible. Class date and time will be determined at a
parent’s meeting in the fall. Have a great summer and we
will see you all for Sunday        School on Sept. 10, 2017.
Our deepest condolence go to Sunday School Teacher
MaryAnn Fuller and family as they mourn the death of
husband and father – God’s comfort be with you. Love
from Sunday School Staff and student.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Monday, July 17, 2017 to Friday, July 21, 2017

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM at
Immanuel Lutheran Church 20
Rocky Mountain Blvd W
Lethbridge, Alberta Hear ye!
Hear ye! Tell Your Friends!
Welcome to Mighty Fortress,
where kids learn that God is
their refuge and strength.

Friends may fail them. They may not ace their test or
make the team, but God promises to be their rock and
their salvation—their fortress and sure defense. So raise
your banner! In Jesus, the victory is won!  Register now
a t
https://vbsmate.com/events/immanuellutheranlethbridg
eab/6545
For more information contact Kari or Katherine at the
church office 403-327-4336 or email questions to
coordinator@immanuellutheran.ca 
volunteer training, decorating information, and more.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED for VBS  Can you help us out
by volunteering in one of these areas?
1-Truth Be Told (Reformation story) Leader  and 1-
helper.1-Kindergarten Group leader and 2 – helper, 1-2
preschool helpers, 2 grades 1, 2, 3 Helpers, 1- Grade 4,
5, 6 Group leaders, 1- helper, 1 Snack Coordinator and
2-3 kitchen helpers, 2 Registration Table Helpers Monday
morning July 17, 2 Decoration helpers, Please sign up on
the bulletin board today or speak to Kari Kurtz or
Katherine Canfield or register as a volunteer at
https://vbsmate.com/events/immanuellutheranlethbridg
eab/6545



MOM’S TIME, SISTERS IN CHRIST 
Woman of all ages are
invited to walk alongside us in
our life’s journey. You are
welcome to join at any time
you are able. Mom’s Time is
a group of women who meet
twice per month. This group

is an opportunity to build a sense of community within
Immanuel, and to reach out to our community by providing
an open, caring and accepting atmosphere where women
can gather together and share important seasons of life.
We encourage mentoring, where mature women listen,
encourage and offer information and perspectives gained
through experience. Mom’s Time is also a place for
practical instruction. Biblical teaching focuses on areas of
common interest, offering inspiration and information that
is relevant to the life of a woman/mother.   This June we
will be concluding our Soul Spa Study lessons with:
Attune: Alter Your Life. Where we will discuss “Follow me”
Matthew 4:19-20, “Life Coach” John 16:13, Rest Hebrews
4:11, “Simplicity” Luke 10:41-42,  and “Rule of Life” 3John
2
Join us: the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month (June
8th and 22th, 2017)
Time: 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. 
Where: The fireside room at Immanuel Lutheran Church
Children are welcomed and may play either in the fireside
room or nursery (if child care is available)
Need more information: Please contact Katherine Canfield
587-220-1672 or coordinator@immanuellutheran.ca

PUERTO PENASCO MISSION
We are excited to report that the Castro family has been
contacted and through an interpreter (because the family
speaks poor English), has been informed that they will be
the subject  of our 2017 Mission Build.

As was described in last month’s newsletter, the plan is to
remodel their present home and create an addition that will
effectively triple their living space.  The plans also call for
the addition of a bathroom which means a septic system
and working toilet.

We are also excited to report the Immanuel has been the
recipient of a generous grant of $2850 US toward the
completion of our building project.  

Now we need volunteers to participate in the build.  Willing
workers, along with those who have construction
experience and skills are needed.  Support workers are
also welcome to come forward.  As a participant you would
be responsible for travel to and from Puerto Penasco,
accommodation prior to and following the build, as well as
your evening meal, drinks and snacks.  Breakfasts and
lunches are provided.

The dates, once again are November 8 – 18 and we would
like to encourage you to contact one of the members of our
committee as soon as possible so we can schedule an
orientation meeting.  Please also pray that God will prepare
the hearts of the people of the barrio to be open to the love
of JesusPa love which empowers and enables us to reach

out in this way to meet the real need of decent housing
for the Castro family.  Committee members are Sherry
Gagne, Tyrell Gagne, Darlene Stein, and Richard Brown.

PRAYER 
Pray without ceasing –There is an app to help with
that!!!
Here are two app you may be interested in using:
h t t p s : / / n e w . e c h o p r a y e r . c o m /  ( F r e e )  o r
http://www.cph.org/p-18058-pray-now-app.aspx (There is
a cost for this one) check it out.
Some biblical reminders of praying:
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks
in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for you.
Philippians 4:6
6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God.
Ephesians 6:18
18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and
supplication. To that end, keep alert with all
perseverance, making supplication for all the saints,
Matthew 21:22
22 And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you
have faith.”
Colossians 4:2
Further Instructions
2 Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with
thanksgiving
Jeremiah 33:3
3 Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great
and hidden things that you have not known.
Matthew 7:7
Ask, and It Will Be Given
7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will
find; knock, and it will be opened to you.
SUMMER READING THAT’S ALL ABOUT JESUS! MAY
27-AUG.6, 2017 CPH.ORG/READ

Unite with thousands of readers across the world to
discover Jesus’ love through books!
C Enjoy a CPH discount coupon for summer

shopping.
C Check out books liste for every age, including

adults.
C Kids in the program will receive a special

congratulations kit in the mail upon completion.
After completing the program, your household will be
entered to win our GRAND PRIZE READING GIFT
PACK—a 12 month Audible membership and a brand-
new 32 GB Kindle Fire HD 8 tablet!  Participants who
complete the program will also have a chance to win a 16
GB Kindle Fire Tablet or a copy of The Illuminated
Catechism.

Read to rediscover the grace and faith found in
Scripture!



ANNUAL LADIES SALAD SUPPER
Our Annual Ladies Salad Supper
is on Tuesday June 6th at 6 p.m.
It has been tradition that men
and youth have helped with the
serving and clean up at this
annual event. Please consider
helping out this evening and

place your name on the sign-up sheet on the bulletin
board. Your help is appreciated.      
Tickets are $5.00 per person and are available after the
worship services or at the church office during the week.
Bring a salad and a friend.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Financial Statement - May 31, 2017

Budgeted Income Disbursement
s

Year to
Date
5/31/2017

158037.92 138428.8 155646.59

Month of
May 

  31607.58 25116.96  35425.66

CONGREGATION FINANCIAL UPDATE 
As the treasurer of the congregation I have the
responsibility to keep you informed about the financial
status of our church.

Our 2017 annual budget is lean at $379,291 and we’re not
currently meeting that budget with giving so we’re in a state
of financial deficit.  I know that’s an unpopular word but our
deficit has grown to a hefty $17,218 because we’re
spending more money than we’re taking in.  After
compiling the May month end reports we finished the
month with $8,778 in the bank (depleted from $25,995 on
January 1st).  As we continue to fall short with monthly
giving, we’re having to dip into the extra money we have in
the bank.

What does this mean you askP?  With current giving
trends, the extra money in the bank will soon run out and
we’ll be unable to meet our obligations and I expect that
time to come within the next month or two at the most. 
That means we’ll have to make cuts to spending.  Here are
some examples of how the money is spent on a monthly
basis:  payroll including taxes pension benefits etc $13043,
mortgage $6760, janitorial $700, snow removal (winter)
$945, insurance $1200, utilities $2000, district mission
$2031, district expense $610, telephone/internet/security
$250, photocopying/office supplies/etc $300.  We’re
careful with our spending but some of these expenses just
can’t be pushed aside.
 
What will it take to solve this deficit problem?  Some quick
& easy ways could include increasing our individual giving
even just a little bit, signing up for automatic withdrawal so
we give when we’re not at church, encouraging friends who
we haven’t seen at church in a while to come back, or to
increase our individual giving with a one-time top up. 
While writing this letter someone suggested I break the

solution into small bits so here’s some food for thought: 
if our average Sunday attendance is 150 and if each
person there gives an extra $5 per Sunday we’d have
$3,000 more per month – problem solved!

I’m glad to talk with you about our financial situation so
please call my cell at 403-894-8836.

Sincerely,
Chris Marriner, Treasurer

FROM OUR CHAIRMAN

Did you miss the Voters' meeting?  We had 72 members
sign in at the voters meeting. We had good discussions.
A Draft of the meeting minutes has been placed in the
binder in the Narthex for you to view. Thanks to Dena for
getting this together. If you would like a copy contact the
office or chairman@immanuellutheran.ca

C Volunteers made lunch for 150 people for the
Anderson funeral held at Immanuel 

C Volunteers provided 10 dozen sandwiches for
the May 28 voters meeting

C We made $1201.00 at our one day garage
sale ... Left over donations were taken to
Bibles for Missions

C 41 responses were received with regard to
possible amalgamation of Services.

C We're looking for volunteers to organize a
food related event on our church property
during whoop up days in August.


