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ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS OF IMMANUEL

As you may be aware, there has been struggle and
conflict over the direction and ministry of our
congregation.  This conflict has persisted for a while
now and remains unresolved, leaving hearts and
relationships broken among God's saints here.  1
Corinthians 1:10 says,  "I appeal to you, brothers, by
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all you

agree, and that there be no divisions among you,

but that you be united in the same mind and the

same judgment."  Conflict in the church will happen,
but the Lord would use such conflict to work greater
unity and love through our seeking reconciliation with
brothers and sisters in the faith.  "Strive for peace with
everyone, and for the holiness without which no

one will see the Lord" (Hebrews 12:14).

The Parish Planning Council and Elders of the church
are making an earnest appeal to EVERYONE to attend
"Blessed are the Peacemakers," a two-part seminar
held May 6 & 7 at 6:30 p.m. at Immanuel.  There is a
sign-up sheet in the Narthex.  If one part of the body is
injured, the whole body suffers.  So too, each one of
you is obligated by the law of love in Christ to help one
another heal.  Moreover, if you are personally struggling
with any unresolved conflict within the congregation, you
are urged to set up an individual private session with a
Conciliator available to listen to your struggles and
facilitate Christ-like reconciliation.  Please schedule your
appointment through Katherine Canfield, Parish
Coordinator.  Cell 587-220-1672 or Home 403-756-
2149.

Please find further encouragement in the following
words from Holy Scripture>

So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there
remember that your brother has something against you,
leave your gift there before the altar and go.  First be
reconciled to your brother and then come and offer your
gift. (Matthew 5:23-24)

If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his
fault, between you and him alone.  If he listens to you,
you have gained your brother. (Matthew 18:15)

Pay attention to yourselves.  If your brother sins,
rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him, and if he
sins against you seven times in the day, and turns to
you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive
him. (Luke 17:3-4)

A new command I give you:  Love one another.  As I
have loved you, so you must love one another. (John
13:34)

Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved,
compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness,
and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has
a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as
the Lord has forgiven you, so you must also forgive.
(Colossians 3:12)

All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us
to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation;
that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to
himself, not counting their trespasses against them,
and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God
making his appeal through us.  We implore you on
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  For our sake he
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God. (2
Corinthians 5:18-21)

Amen and Amen!

The peace of the Lord be with you,

Pastor Nathan Fuehrer

STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE

What a joyous occasion. On Sunday April 26th 6 lay
people from our congregation were commissioned into
a special ministry of care and concern for others as
Stephen Ministers. And on May 10th another two
people will be commissioned as Stephen Ministers.



These 8 people have had six months of training
and preparation for this caring ministry. They
have studied and practised skills in such areas
as dealing with feelings, crisis intervention,
asserting oneself with gentleness and firmness
and numerous other topics to prepare them to
help people who are experiencing problems in
their lives. The Stephen Ministers

commissioned were Bev Baczuk, Coreen Bates, Daryl
Lingren, Joshua Langill, Monica Baczuk, Tracy
Hamilton, Kathy Mitschke and  Angie Bloos. They will be
joining Stephen Ministers Sandra Zasadny & Leonard
Lorenz previously commissioned as Stephen Ministers. 
We thank God for all these people and their gifts of
caring and listening. Their ministries will increase the
overall ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ at Immanuel.
Please keep these people and their leaders Julie Lorenz
and Katherine Canfield in your prayers as they carry the
love of Christ to their care receivers.

Camp Discovery Our VBS will be held July 13- 17,

9–11:50 a.m.  
It is our prayer that God has VBS in His
plan and purpose for your life! We know
that Jesus will work through YOU at VBS.
Would you prayerfully consider serving in
VBS? Quest ions? Need more
information?  Contact Katherine Canfield
403-756-2149 or Debbie Lemke 403-328-

8172                                                                              
                        
OUR VBS TEAM
We have already been blessed by people coming
forward to fill the roles of VBS Director and Assistant
Director, Music Leader, Craft Leaders, Bible Challenge
Leader, Story Leader but we need many many more
Volunteers. Please review the list of volunteers below
and see if you could help us out. Sign up on bulletin
board or fill out a volunteer form at the church office
today.

VBS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
8-10 Group leaders/helpers for 3-6 years old, 1 Games
coordinator, 1-2 game helpers, 1 Snack Coordinator
and 3-4 Kitchen helpers, 4-5 people for a decorating
committee, Another 8-10 Group Leaders for 7 years old
and up, 1 person for Bible Challenge helper, 6 people
for Registration for the Monday of VBS and to assist
with registration leading up to VBS.

MOM’S TIME 

“The Me God Sees”   Is a discussion our Mom’s Time
group is doing together.  All women are encouraged and
welcome to join our Moms group. This group is an
opportunity to build community by providing an open,
caring and accepting atmosphere where women can

come together to share & learn. A place for mentoring
where mature women listen, encourage and offer
information and perspectives gained through
experience. A place for practical instruction, teaching
focuses on areas of common interest, offering
inspiration and information that is relevant to the life of
a mother. Our Moms group meets the 2nd & 4th
Thursday mornings of the month from 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
May sessions are May 14th & 28th. The program is
free and everyone is welcome. If you need more
information or wish to attend please call Katherine
Canfield Parish Coordinator 403-327-4336 or 403-756-
2149.

CARING FOR THE INACTIVE MEMBERS, HOW

TO MAKE GOD’S HOUSE A HOME

This past month, 13 People
have participated in the
Caring for the Inactive
Members, How to Make God’s
House a Home Program.
What one participant said
about taking the course; “I
found it helpful. I learned its
best to deal with all people,
active or inactive first in love.”

A formerly inactive member of another congregation
has stated this program helped people in her
congregation. She said,” God sent his people to me,
people who were not afraid of barriers and defences
and hurt feelings I threw their way, people who were
lovingly determined to be “living letters from home” for
me. They were messengers of hope in my loneliness,
and they brought me home again. “  We would love to
hold another class. Interested speak to Katherine
Canfield 587-220-1672 or look for a sign-up sheet on
the Bulletin board soon.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

First of all I want to extend a huge “Thank-you!!” from
me and all the parents, to all the Sunday School
teachers and assistants!  You have really helped to
make this past year a wonderful experience in many

children’s lives.  They were able to
learn about God and so many
people that God made to be His
special helpers and they have
learned that they are His special
helpers too!

The end of the Sunday School year is upon us.  All of
the Sunday School staff are invited to attend a meeting
on Sunday, April 26 immediately following Sunday
School in the Fireside Room.  This meeting will cover
a couple of very important topics.  Including:  



1.  When our end date should be this year?  
2.  What our year end activity should be this year?  
3.  Who would like to be the Coordinator next year?  
4. We will pray together and make decisions about
Sunday School together.

The Sunday School children have been practicing the
song: “This is the Day the Lord Has Made, Let Us
Rejoice and Be Glad In It,” and “The Lord’s Prayer.” 
The children will be presenting on the final day of
Sunday School which will be announced following the
staff meeting on April 26th.

Two grade six students will be moving on to
confirmation next year.  We will miss having:  Dawson
Baedke and Payton Grindle with us next year! 
Congratulations to both of you for completing Sunday
School!!

If you have any questions or concerns about Sunday
School please speak  to Kathy Canfield, ILC
Coordinator.

If you feel that you would like to be the Sunday School
Coordinator next year please let me know.  If you feel
that you would like to participate as a Sunday School
teacher in any of the grade levels or as an assistant to
the Sunday School teachers, in the Pre-School and
Kindergarten classrooms next year, please let me know. 

In His Service, Kathy Withage, 
Sunday School Coordinator

AMBASSADORS OF RECONCILLIATION

On May 6-8th reconcilers/mediators including Pastor
Dressler from synod will be here at
Immanuel Church. "Blessed are
the Peacemaker Seminar" will be
offered on the evenings of May 6-
8th. attending. There is a cost for
this seminar of $3,000.00.  A
freewill offering is suggested to
help defer this cost.  It is critical
for every member of our
congregation to attend, especially
those who are experiencing conflict
within our church. 


