
Immanuel Lutheran Church
20 Rocky Mountain Blvd. West

Lethbridge, Alberta

403-327-4336

AUGUST 2019
FINANCIAL UPDATE

Our June financials continue to be steady. Our year-to-
date donations are 44.1% of budget at the half-way
point of the year. Although less than 50%, this is
consistent with past years.

Our spending is at 47.7% of budget; so when donations
pick up in the remaining half of the year (as they
normally do), we will be in good shape to balance our
budget. 

We have secured a loan from SERVUS to enable us to
pay off our pension liability to LCC; as has been
approved at the Voters’ Meeting. 
We have been blessed to have received some
additional donations which have been specifically
designated to go towards paying off the mortgage on
our property. These donations amount to just over
$51,000.00! When these funds are deposited, they will
bring our mortgage down to just over $333,000.00. At
our current rate of payments, this means that we will
own our building and property "free and clear" sometime
towards the middle of 2024!

Please call Baynish (403-682-9390) if you have
questions or concerns.

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE VOTERS’ ASSEMBLY
AUGUST 25, 2019 FOLLOWING THE 10:00 AM

SERVICE

Immanuel was recently blessed with receiving an
undesignated offering of $145,000 on top of our regular
offerings. This single gift equates to nearly 1/3rd of our
budgeted annual receipts, which have been trending
very close to target so far for this year to date. We now
find ourselves with a surplus and an incredible
opportunity for us to further our ministries here and
bless others.
 
We have three basic options:
1. Reduce debt, put the money toward the

mortgage and/or the pension deficit loan: 
a) Balance owing on mortgage is around 

$333,000. Pension deficit loan, $53,000.
b) Every $5000 put towards the mortgage 

reduces our term by just less than a 
month.

c) Current payments will see the mortgage 
paid off in 5 years, pension in 4.

 2. Use this money for operations, capital projects 
around Immanuel, and/or outreach opportunities 
such as: 
a) Property Maintenance for repairs around 

the church property
b) Capital Improvements for things like 

sound system, photocopier, digital sign
c) Pay-It-Forward for directly assisting 

other congregations in need.
d) Little Lambs for equipment upgrades
e) Future Initiatives for ministries that may 

need a financial boost to get going.
3. A hybrid of the above (PPC seems to be 

favoring this option)

Parish Planning Council has called a congregational
meeting for August 25th to discuss our options and get
direction from the Voters’ Assembly as to how to
disperse this surplus. It is our plan to propose to the
congregation a recommendation the week ahead of
the meeting similar to when we have our annual
budget meetings. Discussion and amendments will be
welcome. We encourage the congregation to consider
the options and pray for guidance in handling this
incredible blessing bestowed upon us.

Praise God from whom all blessings flow!

 

What a wonderful, crazy ride! Our group of 10; Julia
Anton, Kristian Eufemia, Shaylynn Lindemann, Emma
Marriner, Sam Murray, Alex Smith, Dean Smith, Kelsey
Whipple as well as Leaders Pastor Lee and Michelle
Rodgers travelled to the National Youth Gathering in
Minneapolis, MN on July 10th. We arrived safely and
our busy schedule began immediately!



Our Youth had amazing opportunities to connect with
thousands of other Lutherans in an amazing, fun,
supportive environment. They attended many lectures
with topics about issues they face on a regular basis
and participated in the Interactive Centre; which had fun
activities like human bowling, human hungry hippos,
Velcro walls, dancing, backpack decorating and much,
much more. 

Each evening we also were able to attend a Mass Event
at the U.S. Bank Stadium. WowI what an experience!
30,000 people together to worship, sing and praise our
God. This included amazing performances from Toby
Mac, I am They and The Skit Guys. 

Aside from the Gathering activities we were able to plan
a few excursions of our own, thanks to the amazing
support from our congregation and fundraising efforts.
We participated in a Historical tour of downtown
Minneapolis on a Segway tour, attempted to have a
dinner cruise on an old fashion paddle-wheeler boat –
however due to a flash flood we never left the dock.
Dinner was delicious regardless and provided another
opportunity for our Youth to connect with fellow
Gathering Youth who were on the same cruise. We also
toured the famous Sculpture Gardens, Foshay Tower
Observation Deck and of course the Mall of America
and Nickelodeon Amusement Park. 

During the August 11th worship service our Youth will be
presenting a slide show from the trip. We will also be
displaying our photos on the screens in the Narthex to
follow so keep an eye out!

THANK YOU again for your continued love, support and
encouragement. This experience would not have
happened without each and every one of you, so thank
you! 

The Youth of Immanuel have a great platform to be
encouraged in their faith. They look at each member of
our Congregation as an example to follow, each
Sunday service as learning opportunity and each hymn
as a group prayer. We are so excited for them to be
able to apply what they have learned at the Gathering
and allow them to give back to their Church community
and grow even more in their faith.

“Train up a child in the way he should go, Even
when he is old he will not depart from it” –

Proverbs 22: 6

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN FUN GOLF

The 5th Annual Golf Tournament (no prizes
this year, except for bragging rights) has
been booked for August 17, 2019 with
a shot-gun start at 1:00 pm. Please arrive
30 minutes early to pay for the cart and
get to the correct hole. The location is
Indian Hills Golf Course and the cost is $22.00 per

person, plus $12.00 per person for a cart.
Please sign up on the bulletin board and
pay Erik (make cheques to Indian Hills
Golf Course) to reserve your spot.
Afterwards everyone, including non-
golfers, are invited to reconvene at Coulee
Brew Co. (4085 2 Ave South Lethbridge)

for supper and refreshing beverages at 4:30 pm.

“WHOOP-UP COMMUNITY FUN FRIDAY”

T h e  O U T R E A C H
COMMITTEE needs your
HELP!  We are planning a
community event called
“Whoop-Up Community
Fun Friday” on Aug
23,2019 from 4-8 pm.
This event will include a

barbecue , live music ,face painting , bouncy castle
and horse drawn wagon rides. 
During this event we will be promoting our church
services to our surrounding community .

Please consider helping us spread Gods love into our
community by volunteering your gift of time.
Volunteer sign up sheets will be on the church bulletin
board.  If you have any questions, contact Kathy
Mitschke at 403-894-1877 or email at
kmits@telusplanet.net

FAMILY CAMPING WEEKEND 

SAVE THE DATE - A Family
Camping Weekend is booked
for Friday to Sunday,
September 6 to 8 at St. Mary
Reservoir Lower Group
campground (45 minutes drive
from Lethbridge). Two nights



of camping will cost $60 (i.e. $30/night) for each trailer
(20 foot limit, including tow vehicle) or tent and there is
a maximum of 25 units allowed at this campground. We
are planning some activities so many more details will
follow in the coming months. Please sign up on the
bulletin board or talk to Kristin and Erik Cline for more
information (or call Kristin at 403-715-1925).

BOOK OF THE MONTH

NOT A SPARROW FALLS (SECOND CHANCES
COLLECTION #1) BY LINDA NICHOLS

In this powerful story of
redemption and love, a prodigal
young woman from the hills of
Virginia flees the men who lured
her away from a godly upbringing
into a life of desperation. Taking
on a new identity, Mary Bridget
Washburn escapes to the quaint
city of Alexandria, Virginia, where
her path crosses that of a
widowed minister with three

young children and daunting problems of his own. Can
Mary Bridget and her tainted past stay hidden long
enough for her to bring hope to a family falling apart?

_____________________________________

One Sunday morning, the pastor noticed little Alex
standing in the foyer of the church staring up at a
large plaque. It was covered with  names and small
American flags mounted on either side of  it. The
 six-year old had been staring at the plaque for some
time, so  the pastor walked up, stood beside the little
boy, and said  quietly, 'Good morning Alex.'  'Good
 morning Pastor,' he replied, still focused on the
plaque.  'Pastor, what is this? 'The  pastor said,
'Well son, it's a memorial to all the young men and
 women who died in the service.'

Soberly,  they just stood together, staring at the
large plaque. Finally,  little Alex's voice, barely
audible and trembling with fear  asked,   'Which
service, the 9:00 or the 11:00?' 

They're Back! Those wonderful Church Bulletins! 
These sentences actually appeared in church bulletins
or were announced at church services:

The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.

Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles and other
items to be recycled. Proceeds will be used to cripple
children.

The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the
Water.' The sermon tonight: 'Searching for Jesus.'

Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance
to get rid of those things not worth keeping around
the house. Bring your husbands.

Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help.

Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass this way
again,' giving obvious pleasure to the congregation.

For those of you who have children and don't know it,
we have a nursery downstairs.

Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir.
They need all the help they can get.

Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on
October 24 in the church. So ends a friendship that
began in their school days.

A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the
church hall. Music will follow.

At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will
be 'What Is Hell?' Come early and listen to our choir
practice.

Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the
addition of several new members and to the
deterioration of some older ones.


