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HEY PASTOR I HEAR YOU ARE LEAVING US.

WHY?

Hey thanks for the great question. I will try to do my best
to answer to that. When I first came to Immanuel at the
beginning of June 2016 I had written you an article
informing you of the goals of the Intentional Interim
Ministry.

I mentioned at that time that the goals were to provide
you with the ministry of Word and Sacrament,
preaching, teaching, visiting, etc. In addition my goal
was to come alongside of you to facilitate a time of
healing, reflection and renewed sense of vision and
commitment to the work that the Lord has called you
forward in Christ Jesus to be about and to prepare you
to receive your settled Pastor. The time of our journey
together was to be 18 months, though it grew to be a
little longer.

That time has come and gone. Together we have
accomplished the goals of the intentional interim
ministry as it was set out for us. You have developed a
new mission, vision and core values statements. And
through the efforts of your leadership and others you
have begun the hard work to taking what has been
written on paper and making it a reality in your day to
day living. And you are now in the midst of preparing to
receive your settled pastor.

I am thankful for the many opportunities the Lord
provided throughout the interim to talk heart to heart on
matters that are personally important to you and those
matters that are important for the future of the
congregation.

Your Interim Ministry Taskforce did a wonderful job of
leading the congregation through many areas of self-
reflection which has resulted in the extensive report they
have submitted to the congregation for consideration
and guidance going forward.

The last step of the intentional interim ministry time is
the reintegration of congregational members and the
revitalization of the church’s mission and ministry. With
your very capable and passionate leadership team at
the helm you have made a good start on that. I would
encourage you to continue what you have only just
begun.

I was reading a book not that long ago which begins
with the quote, “change is inevitable, except from a
vending machine.” It has stuck with me. The
inevitability of change and rapidity of change in our
days makes life difficult for many of us who don’t like
change. Sometimes it seems as though unnecessary
change, or change for the sake of change is the order
of the day. This change in the culture of the
congregation and the focus of the congregation and
my leaving is not about that.

You and I are the Lord’s servants and we serve Him at
His pleasure, not the other way around. And so it is the
Lord who called this pastor to serve you for a time has
been called into a new field of work for the sake of His
Church. And follow Him I must.

I encourage you to continue to follow this same Lord
as He calls you into service in your various callings
and stations in life. Why? Because it is a most happy,
blessed and fulfilling calling, this call to follow Him. He
is your Good Shepherd and He cares for each and
every one of us. Friends, sisters and brothers in Christ,
there is no other place for us to be or to live7I mean
really live than at the Savior’s side.

My leaving is necessary so that you may prepare
yourselves and focus yourselves now for the incoming
settled pastor. On February 25th we will say our
farewells. I look forward to that day when we will be
able to bless one another at this parting.

I want to end saying thank you to each of you, and the
only I can think to do this is by means of the
newsletter. From a heart filled full to the point of
overflowing, thank you for all that you are, for all that
you have done over the course of this blessed journey
together. I am humbled by your love and your support
during the intentional interim ministry. I leave the
presence of this family feeling loved, cared for,
supported, blessed to the full, and at peace.

God bless each of you as you serve Him faithfully filled
to the full with His peace and joy.

In Christ,
Pastor Rob



SIGNS OF LENT
A WORSHIP SERIES FOR LENT

ABOUT THE SERIES

This is a series of 10 worship
services for Lent, Holy Week and
Easter based on the concept of road
signs and how their messages apply
to our life in Christ during the season
of Lent: U-Turn, Stop, Merge, Yield,
One Way, Dead End, Road
Narrows, Food, Cross Road, Road
Work Ahead. 

MIDWEEK LENTEN WORSHIP

We will be having our Ash Wednesday worship
service with the Rite for the Imposition of Ashes on
February 14th.  We invite you to join us for a simple meal
of soup and buns at 5:45 p.m. followed by the worship
service at 7:00.  The Lenten supper and Services will
continue the same time every Wednesday until Holy
Week.  There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board if
you are able to take a turn and make soup.

PASTOR MOHNS’ FAREWELL

Pastor Mohn's farewell will take place on Sunday Feb
25th. There will be one joint Worship at 10:00 a.m. with
a potluck following.  If you, or your group would like to
participate in the Program, contact Rita Boltezar
boltezar@shaw.ca or Irm at the office.

Thanks and Praise to God for
Volunteers!  Volunteers are an
essential resource within the
community of Immanuel.
Recently I was having a conversation
with a very warm devoted sister in
Christ who uses her time and talents
in service of God and His people. We
talked about the recent funerals- at
least three in the past month and two

in the previous week. How heartwarming it was to have
sisters and brothers in Christ who came out to help as
needed. As I am writing this we have a volunteer
following up on maintenance and repairs that need to be
done to our church facility. We have a diverse and
generous community of brothers and sister in Christ
whom God has blessed with many talents and gifts.  I
am immensely grateful to God for these brothers and
sisters and how they use their gifts to enrich not only
Immanuel but the larger community. Sometimes for the
fear of missing someone we neglect to acknowledge
and thank people for their volunteerism. Many
volunteers report they do not need the acknowledgment
but it is still important. Please accept my heartfelt thank
you to all of you who have given of your TIME,
TALENTS and ABILITIES for “a Time”, “A season” or “A
Reason” here at Immanuel. None of you are greater or
lesser than the other but all of you are valued and

appreciated! With Love Katherine Canfield

Why Do We Volunteer?
Volunteering in Canada infographic, offers some
suggested insight into why we volunteer. 
Why Volunteer...
C to make a contribution to the community - 93%

C to use their skills and experiences - 78%
C personally affected by the organization’s cause

- 59%
C to explore one’s own strengths - 48%
C to network with or meet people - 46%

C because their friends volunteer - 48%
C to improve job opportunities - 22%
C to fulfill religious obligations or beliefs - 21%

Do you agree?
I must say the last comment above did not sit so well
with me. I believe it may have been because of the
way it was worded and it disturbed me a bit.  I don’t
believe Christian do or should do things out of a motive
to “fulfil religious obligations”. I do believe however we
do it out of faith / beliefs. We do what we do --
volunteer, serve etc. as a response to God’s love for
us!
1 John 4:19, “We love because [God] first loved us”
(NIV). God is always first in everything. He takes the
initiative. The only reason you can love God or
anybody else or do anything out of love is because
God first loved you.
Here are a few more things God’s word says to us
about volunteering and services: 

1. “God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and
the love you have shown him as you have helped his
people and continue to help them.”   Hebrews 6:10

2. “Each one should use whatever gift he has received
to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in
its various forms.”  1 Peter 4:10

3. “Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one
who waters will himself be watered.” Proverbs 11:25

4. “The greatest among you will be your servant.”
  Matthew 23:11

5. “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure,
pressed down, shaken together and running over, will
be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use,
it will be measured to you.”  Luke 6:38

6. “For even the Son of Man did not come to be
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom
for many.”  Mark 10:45

7. “Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you
were working for the Lord rather than for people.
Remember that the Lord will give you an inheritance as
your reward, and that the Master you are serving is



Christ.”   Colossians 3:23-24

8. “So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to
everyone, and especially to those who are of the
household of faith.”  Galatians 6:10

46% and 48 % of those polled reported volunteering
because “their friends volunteered or to network or
meet people”. Consider volunteering by join one of
the groups in church it is a great way to help build
a vibrant community and create a wonderful
network of friends and support. Don’t know where
or how to get plugged in? Talk to Katherine Parish
coordinator 587-220-1672.

FAMILY ACTIVITY CORNER:
The participation award for December went to Cody &
Katie Michaelis. Please enter soon for the January
participation reward. Get your entries from the table in
the foyer and enter before Jan.31st
January’s correct answers were: Scene 5– Ethan   
Scene 6:  - Owen

Please join us in this activity, the more participants the
better discussion and fun.

Directions for Participation
Entry forms available on the table in the foyer
Step 1: Read each scene below and then follow these
directions:
C Choose the child who best shows Christian

discipleship describe in the verse following each
scene.

C Discuss the possible answers as a family.
C Look up the scripture verse at the end of the

scene and discuss it. It gives a clue to the
answer.

C Write the first initial of your answers in the
blanks following the scene.

C Print your family’s name and phone number on
back side of paper and place into the draw box
that will be in the church foyer.

C Each month a draw will be made of the correct
answers and a smaller prize awarded and
announced in the church newsletter.

C Save and collect all of the correct initials to
unscramble and make a two-word message
about discipleship. You will have the opportunity
to put your unscrambled discipleship message in
the draw box in March for an opportunity to win
the $20 family movie mill 

C Each month a draw will be made from the
participation box for a $5.00 gift card to Dairy
Queen. 

C Check the Church Newsletter each month for
the correct answers and who the previous month
winner was!

Write the first initial of the child who best shows
Christian discipleship in each scene and place your
entry with your family’s name and phone # in the draw
box before Dec. 20th.

INITIALS 1. O 2. W 3. F 4. L

5. E 6. O 7. 8.

Scene 7: Isabella, Ben, and Logan represented their
school in a state science fair. Isabella kept their display
neat. Ben talked respectfully to the judges. Logan told
everyone about the good work Isabella and Ben had
done on their project. (Philippians 2:3)

Scene 8: Sophie, Noah, and Madeline wanted to
surprise their mother. She would be gone for the two
hours when they usually did their chores. Sophie made
her mom’s favorite dessert. Noah made her a fancy
card. Madeline did her chores and then curt flowers to
make a bouquet, but her mom got home before she
finished. (1 Samuel 15:22)

Sunday School Lesson for the Month of February

Feb. 4 Peter & John Heal the
Lame Man 
Bible Memory Verse: There is
no other name7by which we
must be saved. Acts 4:12

Feb.11 God’s Servant Stephen
Bible Memory Verse: [Forgive] as the Lord has
forgiven you. Colossians 3:13

Feb. 25 Philip and the Ethiopian 
Bible Memory Verse: No one can say “Jesus is Lord”
except in the Holy Spirit.
1Corinthians  12:3

MOM’S TIME, SISTERS IN CHRIST --- HOLDING
YOUR FAMILY TOGETHER

Join us every second and fourth Thursday from 9:30 -
11:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room. We will meet Feb. 8th

& Feb 22nd. 

We will continue with the
sessions from “Holding Your
Family Together”   Come
Learn about the last 2-Faith 5
Components; Pray and Bless.

Most parents today would never
think of sending their children to
bed without dinner, or without
brushing their teeth, or without

doing any of the other nightly routines to keep their
kids healthy. However, these same parents will often
overlook sharing their day together as a family, or
spending time in the Word, or praying together. In
Holding your Family together, we will learn how in just
five minutes each day, parents can instill practices that
will transform their family and enable their children to
grow into faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. Everyone is
welcome to attend. Our Thursday Morning sessions in



January will centre on the faith 5 Pray and Bless.

If you find this intriguing but the time does not work for
you or you want to learn more, please contact Katherine
C a n f i e l d  5 8 7 - 2 2 0 - 1 6 7 2  o r
coordinator@immanuellutheran.ca
Children are welcomed and may play either in the
fireside room with parents or in the nursery.

VOLUNTEER(S) NEEDED PLEASE

Looking for 1 or 2 volunteers 2 Thursday mornings a
month for about 2- 2 ½ hours. You will have the
opportunity to bond with and build relationships with a
handful of wonderful children and possibly their mother
too! You will accomplish this by providing supervision of
children as their mother participate in the course
“Holding Your Family Together”. Please contact
Katherine Canfield 587-220-1672 if you are able to give
any of your time and talent for this.

GREETINGS FROM LITTLE LAMBS!

Our Open House for the 2018-2019 Preschool Year is
on February 7, 2018 at 6pm. We will
be accepting registrations at that time
for new families. Please spread the
word to family and friends.

Happy Valentine's Day from Little
Lambs. Preschoolers will be
celebrating Valentine's on the 14th
and 15th. Family Week is from Feb.

19 -23 and the children have no school that week.

God bless,
Teacher Carmen

BIBLE STUDY 

The Bible Study on I Corinthians will
continue be offered on Tuesday
February 6th and 13th at 1:30 pm.
Beginning February 20th we will be
rolling out the study of “I Am A
Church Member”  It will be led by
Linda Egli and will take place in the
Fireside Room.  Everyone welcome. 

BOOK OF THE MONTH

The Red Tent by Anita Diamant  Her
name is Dinah. In the Bible, her life is
only hinted at in a brief and violent detour
within the more familiar chapters of the
Book of Genesis that are about her
father, Jacob, and his dozen sons. Told
in Dinah's voice, this novel reveals the
traditions and turmoils of ancient
womanhood--the world of the red tent. It

begins with the story of her mothers--Leah, Rachel,

Zilpah, and Bilhah--the four wives of Jacob. They love
Dinah and give her gifts that sustain her through a
hard-working youth, a calling to midwifery, and a new
home in a foreign land. Dinah's story reaches out from
a remarkable period of early history and creates an
intimate connection with the past.

C Volunteers provided lunch for 2 funerals in
January

C The Elders are beginning the roll out of the
book 'I am a church member'...stay tuned 

C Weekly attendance continues to grow - good
news.

THROW IT ALL INTO A RIVER 

A preacher, completing a
temperance sermon, spoke
with great fervor! "If I had all
the beer in the world, I'd
throw it all into the river." With
greater emphasis, he said,
"And if I had all the wine in
the world, I'd throw it all into
the river."  And finally he said,
"And if I had all the whiskey in
the world, I'd throw it all into
the river, too!" As he took his chair, the song leader
stood and announced with a smile, "For our closing
hymn, let us sing number 365:"  "Shall We Gather at
the River." 


