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INTENTIONAL INTERIM PASTOR REPORT

Eight weeks or less from now the Intentional Interim
Ministry will come to an end (February 28th). In the
remaining time there are at least two tasks that need to
be accomplished. 

The first is to help the congregation be prepared to
receive their settled Pastor. The second is to help the
congregation bring to a good conclusion its time working
through the intentional interim ministry process and
prepare to say farewell to its Intention Interim Pastor.

It is true that we don’t know the “who” or the “when” of
our settled Pastor. That is up to God who already knows
these things and is bringing about His answer to the
congregation’s earnest prayer, “Lord provide for our
need of a shepherd. Help us to know and to call the
man you intend to fill the congregation’s office of Holy
Ministry. And grant us grace to accept and be prepared
to receive this man known to you and who is yet to be
revealed to us.”

Confident that the Lord will provide for our congregation
at a time of His own choosing the question that the
congregation and indeed each member needs to focus
on is how will we/I prepare? There are certainly things
that you and I need to get ready. I would suggest to you
that the first thing that needs our attention is our own
hearts and attitudes towards the incoming Pastor. What
are the barriers, the peaks (unmanageable
expectations) and valleys (my previous negative
experiences and emotional baggage) that need to be
leveled out? This is an important area of self-exploration
and discovery that I encourage you to begin if you have
not already. In this process, prayer and the Word of
God will be useful, both individually but also within small
groups. If you continue to struggle don’t hesitate to talk
to me about that so that the help you need can be
given.

A second and equally important area of self-exploration
is to consider what you can offer to your incoming

Pastor. Think of what you know about yourself that you
consider to be strengths and those things which others
have identified as being helpful. Consider how you
might be able to offer those things to your incoming
Pastor. Again prayer and the Word of God both
individually and in small groups will be most helpful to
you. It would also be helpful if you shared that with
your congregational leadership.

Your congregational leadership is preparing a process
to welcome and integrate the settled Pastor into the
community. There will need to be time for him and you
to get to know one another and what this unique
partnership in the Gospel will look like. That again will
require a significant commitment to building healthy
relationships with one another. Each member should
be about the work of praying for that and working with
the leadership to bring about those preparations.

Israel waited a very long time for the Lord to fulfill His
promise to them. Their time of waiting was measured
not in days or months or even years, but in
generations. At every time the Lord provided His
people with all that they needed. This is true also of
His beloved people of Immanuel. In the current time of
waiting the Lord continues to provide for you and
continues to tell you, “be prepared I am about to fulfill
My promise. Get ready!” Will you hear Him? Will you
commit to preparing?

In my next article I will write to you more about
preparing to say good bye. For now let me plant this
seed: “How you end something is critically important to
how you will begin.” Lets work together to make a
good ending and prepare for a good beginning.

In Christ, 
Pastor Rob

PARISH PLANNING COUNCIL UPDATE

This PPC has been in place for one year, even though
it is a shorter than a normal term, it has been very



productive. We are looking forward to what the new
year has to bring and are preparing to keep this
momentum going with the transition to a new PPC in the
fall. PPC consists of Tyler Rodgers, Rita Boltezar, Dena
Michaelis, Chris Marriner, Joseph Eufemia, Adrien
Corbiere, Lori Friesen, Dick Dunn, Ken Rollag, Bob
Hedrich Dustin Napper, Karen Barby, Marilynne Darroch
and there are currently 4 vacancies. I believe we have
a very competent PPC and hope many of these
members stay on or transition into other roles. 
God Bless, Tyler Rodgers – Chairman

Looking for more Immanuel information?  Meeting
minutes and reports are posted in a binder in the
Narthex the Sunday following each PPC meeting. Talk
to the office or email chairman@immanuellutheran.ca if
you wish to have a copy of anything. 

God bless,
Tyler Rodgers |Chairman

CALLING COMMITTEE

The calling committee, consisting of Joseph Eufemia,
Tyler Rogers, Carol Eldridge, Dena Michaelis, Dieter
Witzke and Pastor Robert Mohns ( advisory) met on
December 18th and again on January 2nd. Both
meetings were very productive. We assessed the
candidates nominated to us by our congregation and
those presented to us by President Glenn Schaeffer
against the personal attributes document prepared for
us by the search committee. We are now at the stage of
contacting a short list of candidates for a pre call
discussion. Once this important task is completed, we
hope to have a slate of candidates prepared for
consideration by our congregation at a congregational
meeting . We wish this meeting to be scheduled late
January of early February. Should you have any
questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact
any member of this committee.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

THANK YOU THANK YOU  to the All the Sunday
School Students and Youth who participated in the
children Service on Dec. 17th, for sharing the message
of the love, salvation and the birth of our Savior. Thank
you to all the Sunday School Teachers and Parents who
helped the children prepare and ALL THOSE who
brought Soup for fellowship afterwards. A Special Thank
You and shout out to Sarah Lindemann for her work
developing the children’s skit and her patience with
additions and reordering til we got to where we were on
Sunday. Thank you all for the blessings you are to all of
us!

Sunday School Lesson for the Month of January
Jan 7 -  Review of Christmas Story Luke 2: 1-20
Bible Memory Verse: For to us a child is born, to us a
son is given. Isaiah 9:6

Jan 14 –  God’s People Go Home--- Ezra1:1-2; 7:11-
28 Nehemiah 2:1-8 12:27-43
Bible Memory Verse: The Lord is good; His steadfast
love endures forever. Psalm 100:5   

Jan 21 –  Esther – Book of Esther
Bible Memory Verse: In You I trustLfor You are the
God of my salvation. Psalm 25:2,5

Jan. 28  –  We begin our new lessons, “The Holy Spirit
Leads the Apostles” with the Bible Story entitled “God
Sends the Holy Spirit” Acts 2:1-21

FAMILY ACTIVITY CORNER

We had no one submit an entry for the December
Family Activity Discipleship Participation Reward.
Please participate in January! 
December’s correct answers were: Scene 3 – Frank  
 Scene 4:  - Lacey
Please join us in this activity, the more participants the
better discussion and fun.

Directions for Participation
Entry forms available on the table in the foyer.
Step 1: Read each scene below and then follow these
directions:

C Choose the child who best shows Christian
discipleship describe in the verse following
each scene.

C Discuss the possible answers as a family.
C Look up the scripture verse at the end of the

scene and discuss it. It gives a clue to the
answer.

C Write the first initial of your answers in the
blanks following the scene.

C Print your family’s name and phone number on
back side of paper and place into the draw box
that will be in the church foyer.

C Each month a draw will be made of the correct
answers and a smaller prize awarded and
announced in the church newsletter.  

C Save and collect all of the correct initials to
unscramble and make a two-word message
about discipleship.  You will have the
opportunity to put your unscrambled
discipleship message in the draw box in March
for an opportunity to win the $20 family movie
mill.

C Each month a draw will be made from the
participation box for a $5.00 gift card to Dairy
Queen. 

C Check the Church Newsletter each month for
the correct answers and who the previous
month winner was!

INITIALS 1. O 2. W 3. F 4. L

5. 6. 7. 9.



Write the first initial of the child who best shows
Christian discipleship in each scene and place your
entry with your family’s name and phone # in the draw
box before Dec. 20th

Scene 5: A new family moved into the neighborhood.
Ethan mowed and trimmed the new family’s lawn the
morning they moved in. Uri  told them about the best
pizza places. Aiden waved every time he saw them (
Ephesians 5:2)

Scene 6: Carson, Matt, Owen and Joshua went fishing.
Carson’s reel broke. Matt said he was sorry it
happened. Owen  let Carson use his pole and looked for
worms instead of fishing. Joshua gave Carson one of
the fish he caught. (Luke 6:31)

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM LITTLE LAMBS!

I want to thank Mavis Davidson, Karen
Barby, Katherine Canfield, Marilynne
Darroch, and Pastor Rob for volunteering
their time at our Christmas Concert. We are
so blessed to have such wonderful people
willing to assist when needed. I also want to

thank the Bridge members and Quilters for allowing us
to practice a few songs/poems in front of them prior to
our concert. The Christmas Concert was a huge
success and it was enjoyed by many of our Preschool
families.

Little Lambs will be accepting Preschool registrations for
the 2018-2019 school year from returning families and
parish families starting January 15th.
If you are interested, registration forms will be available
in the church office and upstairs on the parent table.
Please register before the Open House that is
scheduled for Feb. 7 whereby registration is open to the
public.

Stay warm and God bless,
Teacher Carmen

MOM’S TIME, SISTERS IN CHRIST --- HOLDING
YOUR FAMILY TOGETHER

Join us every second and fourth Thursday from 9:30 -
11:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room. We will meet Jan.11th

& 25th  2018 

We will continue with the sessions from “Holding Your
Family Together”   Come Learn about Faith 5;
Share, Read, Talk, Pray and Bless.

Most parents today would never think of sending their
children to bed without dinner, or without brushing their
teeth, or without doing any of the other nightly routines
to keep their kids healthy. However, these same parents
will often overlook sharing their day together as a family,
or spending time in the Word, or praying together. In
Holding your Family together, we will learn how in just
five minutes each day, parents can instill practices that
will transform their family and enable their children to

grow into faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. Everyone is
welcome to attend. Our Thursday Morning sessions in
January will centre on the faith 5 Pray & Bless.

If you find this intriguing but the time does not work for
you or you want to learn more, please contact
K a t h e r i n e  C a n f i e l d  5 8 7 - 2 2 0 - 1 6 7 2  o r
coordinator@immanuellutheran.ca
Children are welcomed and may play either in the
fireside room with parents or in the nursery.

VOLUNTEER(S) NEEDED PLEASE

Looking for 1 or 2 volunteers 2 Thursday mornings a
month for about 2- 2 ½ hours. You will have the
opportunity to bond with and build relationships with a
handful of wonderful children and possibly their mother
too! You will accomplish this by providing supervision
of children as their mother participate in the course
“Holding Your Family Together”. Please contact
Katherine Canfield 587-220-1672 if you are able to
give any of your time and talent for this.

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 

Membership Meetings begin on Wednesday, January
10th at 7 pm in the fellowship hall. This is a small group
ministry whose goal is to help people who are new to
the congregation come together to learn more about
the congregation, its beliefs, values, practices and to
form relationships with other members (new or old to
the congregation). There is a three week commitment
to this small group. Wednesday Jan 10, 17, and 24th at
7 pm. The sessions are 90 minutes in length. The
learning component is based on the Lutheran Hour
Ministry video sessions available on-line at
lhm.org/godconnects You can go to LHM.org and look
for the God Connects tab. A minimum of 3 participants
are required for the class to go ahead. Please let
Pastor know of your interest or sign up on the board in
near the fellowship hall. Connect with Pastor at 403-
327-4336 or e-mail pastor@immanuellutheran.ca

CONGREGATIONAL SMALL GROUP HUDDLES

The Board of Nurture has set as its goal this year to
begin addressing the need for building a healthy
community of disciples by establishing a small group
ministry at Immanuel. This year’s stated outcome is to
establish four small groups called, “Small Group
Huddles.”  Ideally each group will consist of seven
members. The goal of the small group ministry is to
provide opportunities for community building and
involvement.

Each small group huddle comprises these 5 actions:
C Share your highs and lows.
C Read a Bible verse or story
C Talk about how the Bible reading might relate

to your highs and lows
C Pray for one another’s highs and lows
C Bless one another



 
Larry & Katherine Canfield would like to meet 

you, the young adults of our church 

community. We also want to facilitate an 

opportunity for you to meet other young adults 

 

Small groups are being formed for January meetings.
Please contact Katherine for time and availability. We
are still looking for hosts and also people who would
consider being trained as a small group facilitator.

BIBLE STUDY ON I CORINTHIANS 

The 1Corinthians Bible
Study will resume on
January 9th at 1:30.   This
study is being led by Linda
Egli.
If you have any other topic
you would like for a Bible

Study, please let Pastor Rob know.

JERUSALEM VIGIL
 (Zion Legacy #1)  by Bodie Thoene

A novel of the struggle for
Jerusalem. It is May 14, 1948, in
the world's holiest city: today the
new State of Israel will be
proclaimed and British troops will
hand over the key to Zion Gate
leaving behind hostile Jewish and
Muslim forces poised for battle.
Caught up in this historic moment
are Moshe Sachar, an archaeology
professor who is also a strategist;
his pregnant wife, Rachel, who flees Tel Aviv for
Jerusalem via a perilous route through the Christian
Quarter; and Daoud and Gawan, two orphaned Arab
boys who find a father with an unlikely surname. In this
engrossing page-turner, the Thoenes combine historical
authenticity, unforgettable characters, and gripping
drama to create a saga about a fascinating period in
world history.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Financial Statement
December 31, 2017

Budgeted Income Disbursements

Year to
Date Dec
31, 2017

379,291.00 383,423.65 364,215.05

Month of
December

31,607.62 48,466.25 33,102.11

C Our Voters meeting on Dec 3rd, saw good
congregational participation...all the Chili was
fabulous too!

CCCC It's a Wonderful Life production hosted an
audience of 300 and 350 on the respective
nights of  Dec 6 and 7. 

C The annual German Festival of Carols and
Lessons held on Dec 10th, raised $881 for the
Interfaith food bank; a total of 180 people
attended.

CCCC Christmas Eve Services saw a combined total
of 510 attending.

CCCC Pastor Mohn's farewell will take place on
Sunday Feb 25th. There will be one joint
Worship at 10:00 a.m. with a potluck following. 
If you, or your group would like to participate in
the Program, contact Rita Boltezar
boltezar@shaw.ca or Irm at the office.


