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I’m excited to begin 2019 with a special series of
messages called, “Live Your Calling”.

The Bible is filled with the stories of God calling people,
how they answered, and what God’s purpose was for
them.  We all have a calling; a purpose that God has for
our lives.  Your calling is not your job, which is
temporary.  Your calling is a purpose that God gave you
even before you were born!  It is connected to others in
the body of Christ.  It is not something done by your own
power, but through the skills, resources, and power that
God gives you.  Your calling will always glorify God.  

Throughout these six weeks of “Live Your Calling”, I’m
excited to see and hear how our Heavenly Father
speaks to each of you (and to us as the family of faith,
our beloved Immanuel) through His Word of promise. 
Each week we will learn and grow in our understanding
of the call that God has placed on our lives according to
His Word.  Every week you will discover a new angle to
your unique call that perhaps you had not considered
before or maybe you will be strengthened and
encouraged in your faith journey like you’ve never been. 
That’s a win in my books!  So, as we begin the series
(January 6th) we first hear the truth that our loving God
and Father has a calling for every person!  This call is
for you!

Before I shaped you in the womb, I knew all about
you.  

Before you saw the light of day, I had holy plans
for you. Jeremiah 1:5

My prayer is that light will flood your hearts and
that you will understand the hope that was given
to you when God called you. Then you will

discover the glorious blessings that will be yours
together with all of God’s people!” Ephesians

1:18-19

I invite you to pray for these next six weeks together! 

“God, our Creator, you have called each one of us into
your family for a purpose.  We ask that you would
reveal that purpose to every person here.  Give each
of us the courage to respond to your call, to follow your
ways, and to rest in your strength and grace trusting
that you will empower us for the growth and the work
you have called us to do.  May all we do be for your
glory!  In Jesus Name, we ask this.  Amen.

YOUTH BOTTLE DRIVE FUND RAISER

The youth travelling  to
Youth Gathering in
Minneapolis - REAL.
PRESENT. GOD. - in
July continue to raise
f unds  t o  o f f se t
travel/accommodation/
meal costs!  To do this,

they are collecting bottles/cans/refundable containers
this Sunday, January 6 and next Sunday, January
13th. Time to gather up those empty containers after
Christmas and New Years. Thanks for your support.

MEET AND GREET WITH PASTOR LEE

I invite each and everyone of you to join me in a small
group setting at least once through the months of
January and February.  In groups of 8-10 we will spend
an encouraging, engaging, and relationship building
time (about 1.5 hours) in various settings, church,
home, coffee shops etc.  There are opportunities for
you to host or participate by signing up on the bulletin
board.



ADULT SOCIAL EVENT 

“Come join us for the next adult social event at Coulee
Brew Co. (4085 2nd ave. South, Lethbridge) on January
25th (Friday) at 7:00pm. This evening event is meant to
be a causal time of conversation and is a great chance
to meet or catch-up with other members of Immanuel.
The last social event at Theoretically Brewing had a
great turnout of about 20 people and members new and
old shared stories, laughs and pints. Please sign up on
the bulletin board so we can give you a friendly
reminder the day before. Feel free to talk to Kristin or
Erik Cline for more information or call us at (403)715-
1925.”

FROM THE DESK OF THE FINANCIAL
RECORDING SECRETARY

Quite a mouthful isn’t it? Well it is the official job title for
the person who keeps track of your offerings, gets the
donation envelopes out and sees to it that you get an
Official Receipt for Income Tax purpose. My name is
Walter Egli and I have been looking after these
particular duties for the past twenty years. Immanuel
purchased its first computer system and Shepherd Staff
software to be in place for the start of 1999. Prior to
then, like most things in this world, that kind of record
keeping was done by hand and calculator. Immanuel
has evolved greatly since then and of course
bureaucracy has not gotten any less complicated. 
Collecting, sorting, counting your offerings and then
depositing it in the bank are done by the tellers. These
volunteers are on a monthly rotation organized by the
head teller Delores Mueller. This brings me to my
request and reminder. I have issued 114 sets of
numbered offering envelopes for you for 2019. My
request is that you make use of these envelopes, as
it greatly simplifies the work of the tellers. It also makes
my job much faster, by not having to search for your
number in the files in order to make the entry. I will
happily give you a box as I still have a limited number
available.
You may consider having your name added to the list of
the 45 Pre-Authorized-Donation Plan participants.
Then your offering will come directly from your bank
account on the first business day of each month. Or
maybe you like making transactions via your
smartphone. E-transfer is another option for you. Look
for details on the card in the seat pocket in front of you.

You will find your Official Receipt for Income Tax
Purpose sometime in January 2019 in your church mail
slot.
Feel free to contact me for any questions in regards to
this.
On behalf of all offering related volunteers, I thank you
for your co-operation. 
In His service,
Walter Egli.

BOOK OF THE MONTH- “LITTLE PRINCES”

In search of adventure, twenty-nine-
year-old Conor Grennan traded his
day job for a year-long trip around
the globe, a journey that began with
a three-month stint volunteering at
the Little Princes Children's Home,
an orphanage in war-torn Nepal.

Conor was initially reluctant to
volunteer, to get involved in a
developing country in the middle of a
civil war. But he was soon overcome
by the herd of rambunctious, resilient

children who would challenge and reward him in a way
that he had never imagined. When Conor learned the
unthinkable truth about their situation, he was stunned:
The children were not orphans at all. Child traffickers
were promising families in remote villages to protect
their children from the civil war - for a huge fee - by
taking them to safety. They would then abandon the
children far from home, in the chaos of Nepal's capital,
Kathmandu. 

For Conor, what began as a footloose adventure
becomes a commitment to reunite the children he had
grown to love with their families. He would risk his life
on a journey through the legendary mountains of
Nepal, facing the dangers of a bloody civil war and a
debilitating injury. Waiting for Conor back in
Kathmandu, and hopeful he would make it out before
being trapped in by snow, was the woman who would
eventually become his wife and share his life's work.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Financial Statement
December 31, 2018

Year to
Date

Budgeted Actual
Income

Actual
Disbursements

Dec 31,
2018

384,391.00 372,024.46 367,084.72

 

C The free will offering from the German festival
of Lessons and Carols totalled $773.50. This
was matched with a grant from Faith life of
$300. All proceeds went to the Interfaith Food
Bank.

C We had about 18  individuals sing Christmas
Carols at four facilities in Lethbridge.

C Total attendance Dec 23, 24, 25 was 692.
C Our total 2018 income was $5000 more than

the disbursements.


