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GRACE EXPECTATIONS = GREAT

EXPECTATIONS

Here’s a question for you!  “Should you get your hopes
up?”  Let me tell you how I tend to answer this question. 
I would answer by saying, “Yes, of course!”  I am the
kind of person that tends to get my hopes up.  Case in
point.  Coming to Lethbridge.  A new beginning for me
and Michelle.  Joining you on your journey, God’s dearly
loved Immanuel congregation+ I’m not going to lie!  I
have my hopes up.  How about you?  I do feel like we
live in a world sometimes that is screaming, “Get your
hopes up?  Don’t bother.”  So I feel like God is calling us
to counter that message with the uplifting message of
the Gospel/Good News!

When I experience new beginnings, new relationships,
or new projects, I like to get my hopes up because I see
nothing but potential!  Potential for learning.  Potential
for growth.  Potential for reaching out.  Potential for
blessing others and being blessed ourselves.  Potential
for helping people come to know Jesus for life now and
life eternal.  New beginnings bring along with them new
hope and the opportunity to look forward, not back.  The
past doesn’t seem to matter quite as much when we
have our hopes up.

So, I’m going to be honest with you.  Coming into
Immanuel Lutheran Church, I have great expectations
for us as we partner together in God’s mission!  But
also, let me humbly submit to you the double edge of
GREAT expectations.  Expectations expressed or
unexpressed can be tricky.  Why?  Expectations are
what we hope will happen in the FUTURE.  And I don’t
know about you, I can’t predict the future.  I want
GREAT things for Immanuel, for us, for my family, for
the people of Lethbridge, and for you personally too. 
When we hoist expectations (expressed or
unexpressed) on others, on ourselves, or even on
God+ there are times, we just know from experience,
that we could end up being wildly disappointed.  String
enough of those disappointments together, we can lose

hope and a positive outlook.

Let’s make a deal together.  The deal is this+ During
this new beginning together, let’s take some time to
focus on GRACE expectations rather than simply
GREAT expectations.  Great expectations can be very
subjective anyway and what you think is great and
what I think is great might be totally different things. 
Now, GRACE we can expect to go daily to a common
source to rely on through our ever faithful Heavenly
Father, through Jesus Christ, His Son, our Savior.

2 Timothy 1:9 says, “He [God] has saved us and
called us to a holy life—not because of anything
we have done but because of his own purpose and
grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus
before the beginning of time0”

Even though we do not know the future.  God does. 
And even though we experience disappointments in
our life together as church, God is still ever present
and faithful.  And God is clear that we will require (and
He will supply) His grace now and in the future.  For
when life disappoints, others disappoint, and it’s not “if”
but “when” I end up disappointing you in some way, it
will be by His grace that we survive and thrive.  
Because we know we can EXPECT from God,
something so great+ namely His undeserved blessing
of forgiveness and grace for the living of this life. 
Because of Jesus, I can and I will continue to get my
hopes up!  How about you?!  It turns out in God’s plan
is to deliver not just GREAT EXPECTATIONS but also
GRACE EXPECTATIONS.  



Get your hopes up because of the grace of Jesus. It’s
time. 
Pastor Lee

INSTALLATION

Pastor Lee Loveridge we be installed on June 3 at a
10 a.m. service. There will only be one service this day.
The service will be followed by a pot luck luncheon
with a program. President Schaeffer will lead the service
and Pastor Mohns will also be in attendance. 

SUMMER SCHEDULE

Beginning on June 10th, the hours for the Summer
Services will be Blended Worship at 10:00 a.m.  Holy
Communion will be celebrated on the first and third
Sunday as usual. 

Fathers Day -  In order to honour
the fathers in our congregation,
Gourmet Hot Dogs will be
served following the worship
service.

ANNUAL LADIES SALAD SUPPER

Bring a Friend and a Salad to
our annual Ladies Salad Supper
June 5th at 6:00 p.m. Tickets are
available in the Narthex after the
worship services for $6.00 each.
FaithLife will match funds up to
$300.00 for this event. Proceeds
will be going to Children’s Wish
Foundation of Canada. It has

been tradition that men and youth have helped with the
serving and clean up at this annual event.
Please consider helping out this evening
and place your name on the sign-up sheet
on the bulletin board. Your help is
appreciated. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 

JUNE 3rd NO SUNDAY SCHOOL – Pastor Lee
Installation Service

JUNE 10th  SUNDAY SCHOOL CELEBRATION /
Last day of Sunday School Until Sept. 9th 

Prayer of Thanks for Sunday School Teachers
By Elsie Rempel

God calls us all to grow in knowledge and wisdom;
to go and tell what we have seen, heard and learned.
For the last 40 weeks our congregation has been
blessed by those who were willing to prepare and teach
Sunday school.

As our teachers prepared these sessions, they have

been blessed by their lively encounter with God’s
Word, and your people.  They have been blessed,
and they have been a great blessing.

We thank you God, for these teachers; For good
curriculum, For creativity and patience in the learning
process. Our teachers have helped us all learn to
know you and learn about you.

Bless our teachers, we pray, Infuse them, and us all,
with an eagerness to dwell in you and your Word;
to seek and find you in nature, in quiet reading and
conversations in outdoor activity and in other
experiences where you await us this summer season
while our organized congregational activities take a bit
of a break.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

“For no one can lay any foundation other that the one
that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ” 1
Cor. 3:11

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

CONGREGATION  SUPPORT -- We appreciate your
prayers for Splash Canyon, our Vacation Bible School
being held on July 16- 20th. Ask God to bring children
to our program so they can know and grow in Jesus,
our Savior! Ask God to provide leaders and helpers for
this important mission.  Please speak with Katherine
587-220-1672 or sign up if you can help out.

A donation sheet for VBS Snacks is up on the Bulletin
Board. Please consider helping us by signing up to
bring/donate a snack item or two for VBS July 16-20.
Please have items at church by Friday July 13 or no
later than Sunday morning July 15th.

The VBS Music CD are always a sought after item to
take home from VBS and a wonderful way to keep
Jesus in the lives of children after they leave VBS.  If
you are interested or able to help out with the cost of
these CDs through a donation to the Children’s
Ministry please speak to Katherine 587-220-1672. 

GREETINGS FROM LITTLE LAMBS!

As I write this, it's hard to believe that the school year
is coming to an end. We will be honouring Father's
Day with our Daddy Donut Days on June 6 and 7. The
last day of preschool is on Thursday, June 14th. That
evening we will be concluding our school year with our
Year End Celebration at 5:00 p.m. If anyone is able
to assist in the kitchen between 5-7 p.m., it would
be greatly appreciated.



At this time, we do still have space available at Little
Lambs Christian Preschool for the 2018-2019 school
year. Please spread the word.

On behalf of the Preschool staff and families, we wish
you all a wonderful summer. We will return after the
September long weekend.

God bless,
Teacher Carmen 

PARISH PLANNING COUNCIL

The following individuals were elected to the Parish
Planning Council at our Voter’s meeting on May 27:
Chairman: Tyler Rodgers; Vice-chairman: Baynish
Bassett; Secretary: Dena Michaelis; Treasurer: Chris
Marriner.  Others who were elected to serve on PPC
are: Rita Boltezar, Dick Dunn, Joseph Eufemia, Bob
Hedrich, Kent Karapita, Barclay Lutz, Carole
McDermott, Bruce Mitschke, Glenn Murray and Dieter
Witzke.  New members of Council will assume their
duties in September 2018. 

LAWN MAINTENANCE

Volunteers needed for the
summer to maintain our lawn.
Please sign up now on the sheet
posted on the bulletin board.
  

ADULT SOCIAL

The next adult social event is
happening on Friday, June 15th, at
7:00pm at True North Axe Throwing
(318 17th Street South, Lethbridge,
AB). The event costs $20 per adult.
Instructors will go over safety rules
and teach everyone how to throw an
axe so no experience is necessary.

Then the group will learn the rules of an axe throwing
match and have a tournament. Adults are welcome to
come out for some fun and fellowship with each other.
Spectators are welcome, but all participants must wear
closed-toed shoes. Please sign up on the back bulletin
board so we can reserve the necessary number of
spots. For more information talk to Kristin or Erik Cline
or call us at 403-715-1925

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN FUN GOLF

Our 4th Annual UN-tournament will
be held August 25th  at 2:00 p.m. at
Indian Hill. Stayed tuned for more
information in our July Newsletter.

IMMANUEL LIBRARY’S BOOK OF THE MONTH
FOR JUNE

Baby Alice Irving goes missing from her
maternity crib in hospital in 1970. Forty
two years later a baby's skeleton is
found by workmen on a building site in
Howard Street. Alice's mother, Angela
wants to believe it's Alice; Emma who
was a teenage resident in Howard
Street in the 80's is concerned a long

buried secret could be about to be exposed and Kate
Waters, a newspaper journalist hung up on the
humanity side of the discovery of the bones, is
determined to get to the truth of who the baby is by
befriending both Angela and later Emma. Old
memories resurface and it's not long before long
buried secrets start to invade people's lives. Kate is
drawn into the pasts of the people who once lived in
this neighbourhood. And she soon finds herself the
keeper of unexpected secrets that erupt in the lives of
three women - and torn between what she can and
cannot tell.
Be prepared for startling twists and a stunning
conclusion. 

C 72 members attended the May 27 voters
meeting.... there was unanimous agreement to
have one Worship Service at 10am effective
June 3 

C Pastor Lee’s first Service was May 20.....so
nice to have a settled Pastor!

C Rhonda from the BC Mission Boat will be
attending our June 17 Worship to present
information about this Ministry.

C Annual Fathers Day gourmet hot dog lunch will
feature a bouncy castle for the children

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Financial Statement

MAY 31, 2018

Budgeted Income Disbursements

Year to
Date May 
2018

160,162.92 135,440.61 137,593.76

Month of
May

32,032.58 25,976.99 26,246.42


