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INTENTIONAL INTERIM PASTOR’S REPORT

Dear members I wanted to share some concluding
thoughts as my ministry here comes to a close, and I
begin a new phase of service to the Lord.

We've been through a lot together over the course of
the last 21 months. I want to thank you for welcoming
me into your midst and for being a part of this journey
through the stages of the intentional interim ministry that
we have been on together.

In the months of this interim ministry I have had the
great privilege to have baptized your children, presided
at your weddings and the funerals of your loved ones.
I've visited you in the hospital, and kept you in countless
prayers, both in the struggles and joys of your lives.
Together we have journeyed through the wilderness
stage of the intentional interim ministry, coming to grips
with the past and commending it to the Lord God. We
have reflected upon and studied and come to know
ourselves better. And we have considered our future.
We have prayed for wisdom and clarity to set a new
direction under a new mission, vision and core values.
And now you have called a settled Pastor to serve you.
Wow! What a time it has been!
As I've been a part of your lives, you have been a part
of mine. I count it all sheer joy in Christ and for His
names’ sake to have shared this time with such a
people whom Lord has given not only to receive my
ministry but to minister to me. I give thanks to God for
all of you.
But now it is time for me to depart from you, officially. As
I serve God in a different place, I will draw on the
experiences I've gained here, and I am sure I will
continue to grow. I hope above all that you consider
my leaving you less a matter of losing a pastor, but
more like you are sending a pastor into a pioneering
field of work very much needed in the church today.
As I venture forward into whatever ministry the Lord has
in store for me I know that I will be carried along in your
prayers. That is such comfort! Know also that I will
continue in prayer for you.
At the beginning of my ministry I shared with this

passage from St. Paul’s letter to the Corinthian
congregation: 1 Corinthians 3:5–9 (ESV) 
5 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants
through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to
each. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the
growth. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who waters
is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 

I give thanks to God for calling me into the Intentional
Interim Ministry and for calling me to serve you for the
past 21 months. My work is finished and I pray that
God will produce good fruit from this time together with
you. 

And as He has in the past so He will provide you with
another Pastor to serve you so that what St. Paul
writes remains true: “one plants another waters.” I
would encourage you to continue to pray for the Lord
to bring you the Pastor He has in mind to serve you.
And I would encourage you to prepare yourselves to
begin anew to build a new relationship with your
settled pastor.

I want to end by commending your leadership team
capably led by your executive, Tyler, Rita, Chris and
Dena. They are special gifts that the Lord has lifted up
among you. And I would like to express my sincere
appreciation for the staff members whom I have come
to love as dear sisters, co-workers and friends. Thank
you Irm and Katherine for your patience, humor,
counsel, faithful support and hard work! 
As I indicated in my closing remarks on Sunday, the
Lord has blessed our relationship in such a way that I
can truly say that I consider you to be my dear ones.
So dear ones, go in peace and under the blessing of
our gracious Lord.

In Christ, Pastor Rob

CHAIRMAN REPORT

As we enter into March we enter a new chapter at
Immanuel. One without the Intentional Interim Ministry
and one of a lot of unknowns. The IIM celebration and



Pastor Mohns farewell was an awesome show of the
many good works God has blessed us with. We will use
these tools and lessons learned from the IIM for years
to come. Pictures and official correspondence from this
event will be posted to the website soon.
 
Parish Planning Council is coming up to the time to elect
a new council to take over at the end of the term in
September. Seems like we are just getting underway
with some things, so succession and transition are the
goal. Several existing members have indicated that they
will not be returning to the next term’s council. We thank
them for their service as we are actively seeking new
members to learn the positions and have a successful
transition. 

CALL EXTENDED TO PASTOR LEE LOVERIDGE

At the February 18th call meeting, the congregation
voted to extend a call to Pastor Lee Loveridge. We have
been in contact with Pastor Lee since the meeting. He
and his wife Michelle are interested to come visit
Immanuel to get to know us in helping to decide whether
to accept the call or not. We have scheduled them to
come visit March 17-19th. If you would like to donate to
help cover the cost of this visit please do so by marking
‘call visit’ on your envelop, excess offerings will be put
into the operating budget. Pastor Loveridge will not have
a chance to inform his current congregation of this until
March 4th, so please refrain from spreading the word too
far at this time. The letter from Pastor Loveridge to
Immanuel that was read after service on Feb 25, will be
posted on the website soon. 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Please note the following schedule of special services
during Holy Week.
March 25th Palm Sunday/Passion Sunday worship

at both 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. We are
once again collecting gently used coats,
hoodies, and jackets.  This is to follow
the example of the crowds who
welcomed Jesus by spreading cloaks on
the road.

March 29th 7:00 p.m.  Maundy
Thursday worship with
Holy Communion.

Please join us as we celebrate the
institution of the Lord’s Supper and as
the altar is stripped in preparation for Good Friday.
March 30th Good Friday:  11:00 a.m. In this solemn

service we recall the suffering of our
Saviour on the cross of Calvary, and
rejoice in triumphal statement of Christ,
“It is finished.”  Everything has been
accomplished for our salvation...there is 
nothing that we can add.

April 1st  Easter Sunday 
9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship with Holy
Communion
10:00 a.m. Easter Breakfast - everyone
welcome.

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship with Holy
Communion

A STUDY - “I AM A CHURCH MEMBER”

“I Am A Church Member”  will be offered:
Tuesday March 6th at 1:30 and again at
7:00 p.m., 

March 13th at 1:30 and again at 7:00 p.m. 

March 20 and 21st at 1:30 p.m. Everyone
welcome.  

A REQUEST 

Dear Woman of Faith at Immanuel Lutheran
Church we have a group of women who would dearly
loved to be joined by some mature women - be they
50, 60, 70 , 80 and beyond. Our Younger Women,
Sisters in Christ invite you to please join them any
second or fourth Thursday of the month for Coffee,
Tea , goodies, caring conversation, reading scripture,
talking, praying and blessing each other at our Mom’s
time group. We’d love to have you. Please come and
encourage us in our faith as we journey together in our
lives as women, wives, mothers, grandmothers and
aunts etc. Hope to see some of you Thursday March
8 about 9:30 a.m.!!

MOM’S TIME, SISTERS IN CHRIST 

Join us:  Thursday March.8th and 22th  2018 
We meet 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month
Time:      9:30 – 11:30 a.m. 
Where: The fireside room at Immanuel Lutheran
Church
A place where women gave for caring conversations,
reading scripture, talking, praying and blessing each
other as we journey through life as God’s precious
daughters. Join any time you can. Children welcome.

FAMILY ACTIVITY CORNER

The participation award for January went to Kennedy
Des Roche.  
Feb’s correct answers were: Scene 7– Logan   
Scene 8:  - Madeline
Hurry get your answer sheets
in the box in the foyer on or
before March 11 for the last
Dairy Queen Gift card.  The
Draw sheets for April’s Movie
Mill gift card will be out after
March 11th.

Answers for February:

INITIALS 1. O 2. W 3. F 4. L

5. E 6. O 7. L 8. M

Keep in mind the stories we have discussed the past



5 months have all been about discipleship. Now
unscramble the Letters from each correct answer
(OWFLEOLM) to reveal the 2 word message from
Jesus:  __ __ __ __ __ __    __ __.
Cut this out or grab an entry form in the foyer, complete
and put in the entry box for the draw in April for our
Family Gift Card to the Movie Mill. Remember to put
your name on the entry with the unscrambled message!

SUNDAY SCHOOL

A special Thank you to all the children and their families
for sharing “Jesus Loves Me” song with Pastor on his
last Sunday with us and those who participated in the
video.

Sunday School Lesson for the Month of March

March 4  The Conversion of Paul 
Bible Memory Verse: If anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation. 2 Corinthians 5:17

March 11 Dorcas
Bible Memory Verse: Let your light shine before others,
so that they may see your good works and give glory to
your Father who is in heaven. Matthew 5:16

March 18  Peter and Cornelius
Bible Memory Verse: Everyone who calls on the name
of the Lord will be saved. Romans 10:13

March 25 Palm Sunday Lesson
Bible Memory Verse: Hosanna! Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord! Mark11:9

FRIENDLY HOME VISITATION TEAM

The Board of Nurture Requests Your Prayers for a
Friendly Home Visitation Team. The Board of Nurture is
in the planning and recruitment stage of developing a
Friendly visitor program. Did you know that Immanuel
has more than 50+ members who are shut-in or lonely
and missing the fellowship of their brothers and sisters
in Christ. 

As with any ministry or program in the church, The
Friendly Visitation program succeeds only because of
God’s blessings on it. Therefore prayer support is vital.
Please pray for this ministry. As you pray ask the Holy
Spirit to grant vison, knowledge, wisdom and
discernment as this program is developed and
implemented. Ask that God would bring people with the
passion, gifts and temperament to serve as friendly
visitors. Pray for the members of the Board of Nurture. 

God made humans with a variety of talents. He intended
that humans use these talents together to serve one
another in the body of Christ and to better creation.
Read Roman 12:4-6a. No one person (not even a
pastor) has all the talents, gifts and time to lead or do all
the ministry of the church. The Bible gives several
examples of the need for team ministry. When Moses
tried to lead the Israelites, he soon found that he could
not do it all himself. Exodus 18 describes how Moses’
father-in-law advised that Moses appoint advisers and

judges to share the responsibility. Moses found that by
adding these people to his team, not only did Moses
experience a reduction in stress, but the entire Israelite
nation was also more satisfied with Moses’ ministry.

If you would be interested in becoming a friendly visitor
please speak to Katherine Canfield 587-220-1672; put
you name on the list on the bulletin board and plan to
attend a tentative meeting on Tuesday March 20th at 7
p.m. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

VBS is Scheduled for July 16- 20th.  More
Volunteers are needed.  Life is full of thrills and spills;
we may not know what’s around the bend, but God
does! 

At Splash Canyon, kids discover that Jesus is God’s
promise on life’s wild ride. Please pray for this year’s
upcoming VBS. Ask for God to bless us with
volunteers who are passionate about their Saviour and
sharing the Salvation of Jesus with children. Give
praise and thank giving to our Heaven Father for those
who have already come forward and volunteered;
Walter Egli, Larry Modney, Amber Kisinger, Pat
Wildeman, Joanne Des Roche, Bonnie Anton, and
Joanne Michaelis. We still need more volunteers. If
you are able to help please put your name down on the
sheet on the bulletin board as soon as possible.
Questions please speak to Katherine Canfield Parish
Coordinator 587-220-1672.

Did You Know Something New and Exciting is
Happening?

We Are Building a Healthy Christian Community
Together!

Your Participation Needed!

“Faith is caught not taught!” Heard that before, right.
Perhaps in reality it really needs to be said, “Faith is
not only caught and taught, it is also is nurtured,
investigated, grown, known and supported.”

One of the most important things for Christians to do
is to be continually growing their own relationship with
God. How do you grow your relationship with God?
Ultimately, it’s not what you do, but what you let
God do in you. Below are some ideas that may help
you... 
C Reading the Bible regularly 
C Worshiping and being part of a faith community
C Participating in a small group huddle / bible

study 
C Praying 
C Serving or volunteering at church or in the

wider community 
C Listing to or singing worship music 
C Being involved in a mentoring / mentee

relationship 
C Talking about Jesus and your faith with others

and your children

People who participate in these practices regularly will
find them helpful in building their own faith and will also



be modelling their faith to others. Children can also be
invited to participate in these practices and learn to
incorporate them into their own faith formation and
growth. Below are 6 simple daily practices you can use
each day that Faith may become integrated in to your
personal identity and practices so that your faith in God
can be caught, taught, nurtured, investigated, grown,
known and supported.

1. Caring Conversations  Christian values and faith
are passed on to the next generation through supportive
conversations. Share your highs (something that was
good) or lows (something that was not so good) of the
day with each other. Sharing our time together help us
to express our interest in one another; our hurts, our
joys, our concerns and dreams, our values, our faith.
Caring conversations require time to be available to
listen and speak.

2. Devotions / Daily Read a Bible Verse(s) Our faith
shapes the whole of our lives and involves a lifetime of
Bible study, reflection and prayer. Read your verse
silently and then read it out loud.

3. Talk about the Bible verse(s)  “Wondering” with
others and or your children is a very special and non-
threatening way to begin conversations. First allow a
time for people to wonder in silence and process what
they have heard, then ask a wondering or open ended
question, e.g. “I wonder which part of this story/verse
you like best?” Allow time for people to wonder to
themselves   and do not be afraid of the silence. Invite
them to wonder out loud with another person.  You
could also discuss these ABCD questions:

What is the story About?
What is the Best thing in the story?
What is the most Challenging or Confusing thing in the
Story?
What does God want us to Do and what does God Do
for us?

4. Rituals and Traditions – PRAY  Rituals and
traditions communicate meaning, values and
relationships that exist between people and with God. 
Pray for each other’s highs and lows and for the wider
church community. Conclude by praying The Lord’s
Pray.  We all need help with the language of prayer and
faith in daily life. We encourage families to regularly
include prayer time together in their homes, especially
at meal times and bed times.

5. Rituals and Traditions – BLESS  Bless each other.
We all belong to God. It is great to develop a culture of
blessing each other. Make the sign of the cross on each
other’s forehead or palm and say the words of the
blessing to each other. The blessing could be as simple
as: “May God be with you this day and always” or The
Lord Bless you, ____(name); or use the blessing from
the grow ministry sheet from our web site.

6. Service  Serving others together provides an
opportunity for the children to see their parents’/
grandparents, aunts, uncles and other church members’
gifts, faith and values in action. Many service and

creative response ideas are included on every weekly
grow ministry sheet on the churches website.
The Grow Ministries Tab on our church website
www.immanullutheran.ca has the Growing Faith at
Home resource that can help you encourage your
families to share these keys of faith. Please check it
out. Print it off. Try it this week!

A FAIRY TALE OR NOT?

Once upon a time a friend and I were visiting another
friend’s church, enduring that uncomfortable time after
the service when you stand around, a cup of lukewarm
coffee in one hand and an cookie in the other, feeling
like you have the word ‘visitor’ tattooed across your
forehead and waiting for someone to approach you to
make awkward conversation.

But the woman who approached us quickly put us at
ease. She was white-haired, bright-eyed and
vivacious, and she asked us, “Is this your first time
here?” with sincerity and warmth, as if she really
wanted to know the answer. We basked in her interest.

As we chatted, it became apparent that here was an
older woman who hadn’t lost interest in younger
women. She told us that she went to the young
people’s evening service as well as the morning
service just so she could spend time with young
women and encourage them in their faith.

As my friend and I reflected on the conversation later,
we realized the same thought had run through both our
minds: “She is the woman I want to become”.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Financial Statement
February 28, 2018

Budgeted Income Disbursements

Year to
Date Feb
28, 2018

64,065.17 49,807.28 60,337.51

Month of
February

32,032.58 26,457.07 30,498.26

C We had a wonderful farewell Sunday for Pastor
Mohns on Feb 25th ...he's now gearing up for
his walk on the El Camino trail.

C Pastor Richard Williams, retired Pastor from
Pincher Creek, will be our vacancy Pastor.

C Our very own Pastor Richard Brown will also
pitch in as always, taking a lead in our shut-in
Ministry and following up on visitors.

C Sunday March 11th Immanuel is hosting a
spring Music Concert featuring the U of L
singers and the Bridge Brass Quintet.
Admission is free.


