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"ONE DAY AT A TIME"

To pass the time while on a long car trip, it's fun to read
bumper stickers. Some can be amusing. "Remember
you are unique, just like everyone else." "Thou shalt not
weigh more than a refrigerator." "If you don't like the
way I drive, stay off the sidewalk." Every once in a
while, bumper stickers can be thought provoking: "No
one is listening until you make a mistake." "Christians
aren't perfect, just forgiven." "Know Jesus--Know
Peace. No Jesus--No Peace." Sometimes quite clever:
"Triumph is just umph added to try." And once in a great
while you come across a long one with much wisdom:
"Blessed are they who can laugh at themselves for they
shall never cease to be amused." But there is one
bumper sticker I shall never see: "I drive by faith not by
sight."

Second Corinthians 5:7 is a verse that could be made
into a bumper sticker. It's one of those verses that in
just a few short words, summarizes our life as
Christians. "We live by faith, not by sight." 
 
How is God leading you to live by faith and not by sight!
Have you ever been sick and wondered if you'd get
well? Have you ever watched a loved one suffer with an
illness? Or an injury, wondering what the outcome will
be? You learn to trust God and live by faith one day at
a time.
Off to college. Starting a new job. Getting married.
Moving from one place to another. Raising children.
Preparing for retirement. Celebrating a wedding
anniversary or a birthday. Giving thanks on Mother's
Day for your mother. Giving thanks for your father on
Father's Day. You learn to trust God and live by faith
one day at a time.

Sally Naundorf was a 102 years old. She was a member
of Bethany Lutheran Church near Fort Saskatchewan
and lived at Rivercrest Lodge. I visited her every other
week and she told me more than once..."You know,
Pastor, I can't walk. I can't see. I can't hear. But you
expect that when you get to my age. But there is one

thing I haven't lost. And that's my faith in Jesus." And
then she laughs a hearty laugh! She has learned to
live each day by faith and not by sight.
It is an ongoing lesson and a great blessing, day after
day for each of us: living by faith, and not by sight.

It can seem unusual to "surrender" your sense of
sight in favor of the Godly "vision" of faith. But by
God's grace, that's how Christians grow and learn
to live more fully and more joyfully in Christ. 
May God bless you to grow in His kind of vision,
relying on your Savior Jesus at every step of your
journey of faith.

Rev. Richard Williams     
Vacancy Pastor

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Spring Voters’ Meeting is going to be May 27th.
Aside from hearing reports from our boards and
committees, this is an election year where we will be
electing members to serve as officers and on PPC for
the next two year term beginning in September. This
year we will be asking the congregation to elect
members to council specific to the board they intend to
serve on. This will ensure we have an appropriate
balance of talents to serve the range of responsibilities
the PPC covers. We will also be looking at
amendments to our constitution. Updating the
constitution and bylaws was a goal of the IIM that we
were unable to get to, but there is still need to update
them to documents that reflects our current mission. 

Pastor Lee Loveridge we be
installed on June 3 at a 10 a.m.
service. There will only be one
service this day. The service will
be followed by a pot luck
luncheon with a program.

President Schaeffer will lead the service and Pastor
Mohns will also be in attendance. Please mark your
calendar for this special day!



Two services for the summer. PPC has decided to
continue the two Sunday services, traditional and
contemporary, for the summer. Reasoning behind this
stems from strong support for two services, as
discussed by the congregation at last year’s spring
voters meeting, as well as to facilitate the varying styles
of worship during Pastor Lee’s first few months with us.
We will need to adjust to his personal styles as he also
adjusts to ours as we lead people to love God and one
another, build a healthy community of disciples in Christ
Jesus, and serve others.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Our Vacation Bible
School will be held
Monday – Friday, July
16 -20, 2018, 9:00 –
11:55 a.m. Our theme is Rip Roarin’ Raftin’  - Life is full
of thrills and spills; we may not know what’s around the
bend, but God does!  At Splash Canyon, kids discover
that, on life’s wild ride, Jesus is by our side.  God saves
us through Jesus and gives us life and hope every day
and forever.  Would you prayerfully consider serving at
VBS? Sign up today on the sign-up sheet in the foyer
and become part of this important ministry! 

MOM’S TIME 

Woman of all ages are invited to
walk alongside us in our life’s
journey. You are welcome to join at
any time you are able. Mom’s Time
is a group of women who meet

twice per month (on the second and fourth Tuesday of
the month). This group is an opportunity to build a
sense of community within Immanuel, and to reach out
to our community by providing an open, caring and
accepting atmosphere where women can gather
together and share important seasons of life. We
encourage mentoring, where mature women listen,
encourage and offer information and perspectives
gained through experience. Mom’s Time is also a place
for practical instruction. Biblical teaching focuses on
areas of common interest, offering inspiration and
information that is relevant to the life of a
woman/mother. We will meet on May 10th and May 24th. 

GREETINGS FROM LITTLE LAMBS!

Happy Spring to all of you!  The weather is
warming up and we can now take the
preschooler's to the park. It's so wonderful
to be able to get outside and enjoy the
beautiful weather.  The preschooler's will be

celebrating Mother's Day with our annual Mother's Day
Tea on May 9 and 10. 
The preschooler's will be singing songs and serving tea
and cookies to their Mom's. On behalf of Little Lambs I
would like to wish a very Happy Mother's Day to all the
Mother's of Immanuel Lutheran Parish.

God bless,
Teacher Carmen

IMMANUEL LIBRARY’S BOOK OF THE MONTH

Dr. Rainer’s book does not get into the
biblical arguments for church
membership. In fact the book isn’t
concerned much with explaining church
membership at all but it is with explaining
the attitudes that Christians should
exhibit towards church membership.

I Am A Church Member is a very good book that will
challenge how Christians approach attending and
being a part of the Church. Christians come to Church
as consumers and forget that while yes; they need to
be fed from the Word of God; as they are growing in
Christ they also need to serve Christ. This book will
help Christians understand what their role and
responsibilities are within the Church with the intended
goal being that a healthy and functioning members of
local churches help impact their work places and
communities for the Gospel. 

This book contains absolutely pivotal ideas about the
subject of Church Membership. Membership is not
what it was 40 years ago. This book represents a
distillation of rock-solid concepts of what it means to
say, "I belong to the Church." I, personally, found it
very helpful in my thinking and focus about the
direction of helping people understand what it means
to become part of the Church of Jesus Christ.

There are multiple copies available in Immanuel’s
Library.  Please come see me. Bev Dunn

C Pastor Loveridge arrives in Lethbridge on May
16 and will be preaching at both Services
starting May 20.

C We collected 132 coats on Palm Sunday! We
delivered them to the Youth Shelter, Women’s
Shelter, Adult Shelter and Streets Alive
Mission.

C Our Bridge Club saw an astounding 24
participants in attendance.  

C Empty Spools donated 2 Afghans, 2 quilts and
9 blankets to Streets Alive. 

C Thanks to those who painted the nursery and
Little Lambs preschool area. What a
difference!


