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THANK YOU again to The Congregation for your
continued love, support and encouragement. Not only
financially; through your generous free-will donations
and our various fundraisers, but also your verbal
validations. It all means so much to our Youth and adds
to the experience of the Gathering. 

Funds we raise will help offset costs for the trip;
registration, airfare, meals, hotel accommodations and
additional activities while in Minneapolis. Our total
budget is $21,806 and to date we have raised $16,323.
Julia Anton, Kristian Eufemia, Shaylynn Lindemann,
Emma Marriner, Sam Murray, Alex Smith, Dean Smith
and Kelsey Whipple as well as Leaders Pastor Lee and
Michelle Rodgers will be attending the Gathering. This
once every three years gathering is an amazing
opportunity for Youth and Leaders to gather for worship,
relationship and faith building, and for spiritual learning
and growth that is designed just for them! The theme
verse for the gathering is Psalm 46:1 “God is our
refuge and strength, an ever-present help in
trouble.” Here we will learn:

God is REAL. We are real people with real problems.
Real life is at times broken and messy and because
Jesus is real, I can be real.

God is PRESENT. God is present in His Word (Jesus,
The Bible, Baptism, the Lords Supper, Proclamation of
Good News). God is present through His people. God’s
presence is our refuge and strength no matter what
happens in our lives.

God is GOD! And we are not! For this we can be
thankful. God is all powerful and personal. God is for us
in Jesus!

SUNDAY MAY 5
th
 – Breakfast Sandwich

Fund raiser & LIVE AUCTION!

Our next big fund
raiser is Sunday May
5th and once again we
will be selling our
famous breakfast
s a n d w i c h  a n d
beverage of your
choice (coffee, tea/

juice box) for $5! This will be available after both the
9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services. The live auction will
start at approximately 1:00 p.m. 

Come enjoy a breakfast sandwich and the excitement
as we live auction off a variety of items. Including
handmade baked goods & servant opportunities from
our Youth, several items generously donated by
members of Immanuel; including potted flowers,
placemat/napkin set, a scrapbook gift basket, a silk
scarf, a wine basket and a gift card for a Spa Pedicure
at Catwalk Salon. Other items include “Dinner with The
Loveridge’s”, a reserved parking spot and pew of your
choice for this years Christmas Eve Service, and
many, many more items! 

This is a great opportunity to support our Youth
attending the National Youth Gathering and pickup
something special for Mothers day the following
weekend!  

We are also currently doing another bottle drive
collecting recycling up until Sunday May 5th so please
bring in your bottles & cans. We can also arrange to
pickup big orders. Just talk to one us!

OUR MISSION IS RISKY BUSINESS

It struck me once
again as I was
prepar ing  to
preach the Good
News to you for
the message



called “Do You Love Me?” (May 5th).  The mission that
Jesus invites us to share with Him in is risky business. 
You know what I’m talking aboutI the business of
making disciples. The business of baptizing and
teaching in Jesus’ name.  The business of living out our
faith and trust in God as our Heavenly Father, and we
as His children.  
As I examine the Easter aftermath of what happened
after Jesus was crucified, buried, and rose again from
the dead, I am simply amazed at the risks a few took to
take the message of Jesus as Lord and Saviour to the
worldI and because they did, we too are beneficiaries! 

Case in point.  A guy like Peter who denied knowing
Jesus and flat out lied to people (out of fear) that he
WAS NOT one of Jesus’ followersI Peter had no
business being one of the men entrusted with the good
news of Jesus crucified and risen!  But then think about
it.  Jesus offers His grace, His undeserved favour to
Peter.  Amazing grace, isn’t it?  Life changing grace,
isn’t it?  Peter was saved by grace, wasn’t he?!  Once
the risen Jesus gracefully reinstates Peter, Peter takes
Jesus up on His invitation once again to “follow me”
(John 21:19)  He didn’t know if any of his friends would
also follow but compelled by the love of Christ, Peter
was going to follow no matter the cost.  And because
Peter and others were SENT just as the Heavenly
Father SENT Jesus, the life giving, hope inspiring ripple
effects of Easter continue even to this day in my life and
yours.  Because someone took a risk, you and I are
also part of the family of God.  Thank God! Amen? 
Amen!  

I certainly don’t have all the answers about making
disciples in our context here in Lethbridge.  But this is
what I do know.  We are called to trust the one who
does have the answers.  The same one who by grace
reinstated Peter, reinstates us daily by that same grace. 
I trust that our God of grace will lead His church through
His Word of promise and He has and will continue to
blessed us and equip with the time and resources and
an immense love for our neighbour, we too will engage
in the risk taking business of sharing the Good News of
the crucified and risen Savior.  
May the same be said about us and it has been said
about Peter.  Because the people of Immanuel,
compelled by the love of Christ, took risks daily that
others too would have a chance to see and hear about
God’s love for them and through the Holy Spirit believe
the good news message of life and salvation found in
Christ alone. As the Father has sent Jesus, so we too
are sent.  LET’S GO!
Sincerely,
Pastor Lee

The Gift of Baptism - A joy
filled moment on Palm Sunday
(April 14, 2019) – the baptism
of David Kerr (middle)
conducted by Pastor Lee (left). 
David is a good friend and
neighbour of Don Schielke
(right) who stood by David as a

witness to his Baptism.  Jesus said, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me.
19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to
obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the
age.”  Matthew 28:18-20.

THE JOURNEY FROM UNBELIEF TO FAITH –
STARTING Wednesday, May 15th

The passage
from unbelief or
a n t a g o n i s m
toward God to
faith in Christ
as Lord and
Savior is a road
that's different
f o r  e a c h
person. Follow the stories of four individuals from
widely dissimilar pasts that arrived at the same
conviction: Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior and
because He is they must tell others about it. 

This four-session Bible study offers the viewpoints of
four people who have made a remarkable journey.
Theirs has been a pilgrimage from the outer edges of
unbelief and apathy to a place where today Jesus
Christ commands their heartfelt devotion. The road to
faith was not easy for them, and many were the times
when abandoning it seemed the preferred route to
travel. Still, the persistence of the Holy Spirit's work in
their lives brought about a different outcome, with an
eternal transformation. 

Consider their lives. With an upbringing marred by
violence and abuse from her belligerent, alcoholic
father, one woman's journey was set in motion by a
record album. For one young man, an allegiance to
evolutionary theory and science trumped any idea of
the spiritual at work in his life, until he grasped the
nature of faith. For an Orthodox Jew it was a lengthy
apprenticeship-in the back row of a Christian church-
that became for him a brand new kind of life. Finally,
for a New Age stargazer, a woman deep into Eastern
religions who charted other people's futures by
astrology, it was an attempt to get Christianity out of
her system that eventually won her over.
MORNING SESSIONS AND EVENING SESSIONS
AVAILABLE
SIGN UP IN THE CHURCH LOBBY TODAY OR
CALL IN TO THE CHURCH OFFICE TO REGISTER
FOR THIS FREE STUDY

Chair Talk Open House and Town Hall

Last year on Easter Sunday, I read to the congregation
a letter from Pastor Lee accepting the Call we
extended to him. As we are approaching one year into



the ministry together, after 2 years of vacancy and
Interim Ministry, we are seeking the congregation’s
input on areas of our ministry you would like us in
leadership to put energy into. Things are going well at
Immanuel, our attendance is up, participation in
activities outside of Sunday worship is up, financially we
are doing ok and there is an energy in the congregation.
We’re looking to strategies for how to move forward
with our Mission, Vision and Values.  The last few
months has seen growth in many areas, from nurture
and education opportunities, to outreach and even the
amount of facility space we have available for use. Size
wise, our congregation has hit the point where many
resources say we’re maxing out a solo Pastor’s
capabilities to serve in the traditional ways. 

Communication is a core value of ours. Leadership has
strived to make sure the congregation is aware of what
we’re doing, but we have not created a forum for the
congregation to communicate to us. So how do we want
to move forward into the future? Are there concerns you
have? Are there some cool ideas we want to try? Are
there mission opportunities we want to put energy into?
Should we look at additional staff? Can we better
support other congregations in our Synod? We’d like to
hear from you, compile these ideas, then get together
to discuss as a group our strategy for our future
ministries.  

Today, Sunday May 5th, we’ll have an open house style
opportunity to chat about these things. You know I like
chairs, so I’m calling this a ‘chair talk’. Dustin, our vice-
chairman and I will set up between services and for a
few minutes after the 11a.m. service in the narthex. The
idea being for you to bring your ideas to us, chat with
myself and Dustin about what you’d like to see
leadership put energy into. We’ll compile the ideas for
discussion at a ‘town hall’ style meeting held on
Wednesday May 8th, 7pm at
the church. The town hall will
be an opportunity to get
together, discuss a strategy
for our ministry. Everyone is
invited to participate in this
town hall, we look forward to
having an open an honest
conversation of concern and
opportunity we see in our
ministry.

MOM’S TIME AND SPRING TIME

I am taking the theme into the garden today in the
context of planting seeds in our lives. There can be
many new seeds planted at home, at school, at church,
in the community in our ordinary daily routines –
anywhere! There’s a freshness and newness to starting
something new. 
Often, new things start with a seed. Mom’s Time started
as a seed, a thought - that it would nice to create an
opportunity for mothers to be able to meet for
conversation, to learn, grow together and to be
mentored by each other. 

I want to offer you two thought seeds – Time and
Conversation. They do work together very nicely,
especially when you allow the time for conversation
and sometimes the conversation allows the time. They
grow together and produce fruit.
This is what I have witness in Mom’s Time. Women
spending time together, sharing and learning from
each other. As time passes and more conversations
happen, they begin to know each other, the love of
Christ flows through them to each other. They plant
seeds of hope, love and knowledge of Christ.

Moms of All Ages are invited and encouraged to join
us at Mom’s Time for some coffee, snacks, adult “Time
and Conversation”. Child care is provided on site.
Mom’s Time meets the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each
month from 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. Drop in anytime! You
are always welcomed.

Join us. Help cultivate, plants seeds, water with the
love you have been given through Christ our Savior
and nurture with the knowledge you have in Christ and
help us grow as we reach into our community, planting
more seeds of hope, love and knowledge of Christ. 
Happy Gardening!
Katherine Canfield

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

H e l l o  I m m a n u e l
families...Vacation Bible
School will be blasting off
July 15 and continuing
until noon July 19. Our
theme this year is
M i r a c u l o u s
Mission...Jesus Saves 
The World! What a
wonderful opportunity for your children/grandchildren/
neighbors  and friends to hear of the love that Jesus
has for us!   We will provide bible stories, crafts, music
,snacks and recreational activities in a loving caring
environment. Leaders will share stories that will show
of the unending love and grace of our Savior Jesus
Christ.  If you need any more information please
contact Katherine Canfield  or Janet Ainscough.

VISITATION TEAM

Our Visitation Team has made a positive start to
reaching out and visiting with some of our isolated and
shut in members!

March saw 3 couples and 8 individuals visit 14
individuals and 3 couples for a total of 20.75 hrs in
face to face visits and 2.5 hours in phone
conversations.

All April's numbers are not yet in, however so far April
saw 3 couples and 8 individuals visit with 2 couples
and 11 individuals for a total thus far of 11.5 hours of
face to face visits and 1 hour of phone conversations.



Would you consider joining our visitation team? We’d
love to have more members as there are many more
people needing visits. For more information contact
Katherine Canfield at coordinator@immanuellutheran.ca
or 587-220-1672.

LAWN MAINTENANCE

Let it GrowI.
The grass is always greener at
I m m a n u e l  L u t h e r a n
Church! Thank you to past
volunteers for caring for our
outdoor spaces. A grass mowing
sign up sheet is posted in the narthex.

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Our financial situation continues to be positive! 
Donations to March 31st exceed last year by over
$15,000 - or 21%! We know that January to March are
always the lowest months of the year for donations; so
we are very encouraged!  Our expenses continue to be
within budget; and our Pre-School financials are ahead
of budget!
We are always looking at opportunities to be more
efficient; so we will be analysing our photocopy costs to
see if improvements can be made there.  Anyone with
questions, concerns, or suggestions is always welcome
to contact me!
Baynish Bassett, Treasurer 

BOOK OF THE MONTH FOR MAY 2019

Return to Dignity: Stories of Hope,
Faith, Courage and Transformation
by Marilyn B. Skinner. 
Chronicles the life-giving stories of
transformation of African women once
scarred by war, disease, poverty...
Now living a life of hope, dignity and
purpose. This book is filled with 8 short
stories of graduates of the Living Hope
program, at Watoto church in Uganda.

The stories of these women are heartbreaking and
reveal the harsh realities that many women in Uganda
face. There is a lesson for all of us to learn from these
accounts. There is no life too broken, and no hurt too
deep for God to heal. He can restore hope and dignity
in any circumstance.

C Approximately 200 cups of coffee were served
at the ‘Green Shirt’ drive thru event hosted by
our confirmands.

C 131 coats were collected on Palm Sunday and
distributed to local charities.

C Easter Worship attendance was 343.

C 7 ladies met to explore interest in possible
LWML involvement.

C On April 25th Immanuel’s Moms Time Group
hosted a community event with a special
speaker on how outdoor play including outdoor
risky play contributes to raising a healthy and
happy child.  There were 17 women who came
and participated!

A father was approached by  his small son who told
him proudly, "I know what the Bible means!"  His father
smiled and  replied, "What do you mean, you 'know'
what the Bible means?   The son replied, "I do  know!"
"Okay," said his father. "What does the  Bible mean?" 
"That's easy, Daddy..." the young  boy replied
excitedly," It stands for 'Basic  Information Before
Leaving Earth.' 


