
Pastor’s Christmas Message 2017 
As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man 
be lifted up. John 3:14 (ESV)  

Christmas Trees of course have been an institution of the Christmas 
season for many years. I can remember looking forward to my 
father bringing home a tree each year the day before Christmas 
Eve. In the early years it was trimmed with popcorn, homemade 
paper decorations and candles. I wonder now how we didn’t have a 
fire?! This is the first year that I will not be putting up a tree. It is a 

necessity of my moving. 
Still there is something about a tree isn’t there? In a picture produced by the Pierre Subleyras there 
stands, a little right of center, a different tree with a bronze serpent coiled around its trunk. The picture 
is a scene of the people of Israel, a picture of the Old Testament church wandering in the wilderness 
after being released from its Egyptian captivity. Though God led them and nourished them on the way, 
periodically many of them fell into unfaithfulness, immorality, and idolatry. They lost their nerve. They 
disobeyed. They grumbled, grew nostalgic for their slavery in Egypt, and wanted to go back to their 
former lives there. There were leadership conflicts and leadership failures.  Many succumbed to the 
temptation to conform to the practices of the people of the land. To discipline them God sent them 
vipers. Many grew sick, some died. God heard the repentant pleas of His people and provided a 
substitute: a bronze snake raised up on a tree that whoever looked at the bronze serpent would receive 
healing. Nevertheless, practically a whole generation was denied entrance into the Promised Land.  
The Book of Hebrews makes clear, what happened to the followers of Moses can happen to us. We too 
are wandering in a wilderness. We too will be tempted to complain, go back, conform, or switch to gods 
of our own devising.   
Moses himself wasn’t allowed to cross over into the Land of Promise.  The Law can never get us there, 
since we never fulfill it.  The people had to follow Joshua–the name transliterated as “Jesus,” meaning 
“God Saves”–in order to enter the new life that God had promised them.  The same holds true for us 
who are journeying from the wilderness of this life to eternal life. 
God has heard our plea to be saved and provided not a bronze snake, but His own flesh blood raised 
up upon another tree. Yes, His Son. Immanuel, God with us, placed in a hewn, hauled and hacked 
wooden manger and hung upon the tree of crucifixion that whoever would look to Him, to Jesus, might 
have eternal life. 
God remains faithful to the wanderers–giving them the daily bread of manna apart from their own work, 
refreshing them with water from the rock, providing them the sacrifice of the lamb for their 
transgressions–and though he judges their transgressions and cuts off those without faith, He creates a 
mighty miraculous work with His people.  Their very weakness magnifies His work. Just as the Church’s 
and our own personal weaknesses magnify what God does in and through us and His Church. 
 I wonder what it would mean for us to see the church as the tree of God’s creating: hewn, 
hauled and hacked in which He has laid the world’s savior. I wonder what it would mean if we could see 
ourselves and each disciple of Christ as the tree of God’s own creating 
raised up high upon which He has firmly nailed His Christ, for the whole 
world living in darkness to see and to live? Can you? Can I be that kind of 
Christ Mass Tree? 

A blessed and joyous Christmas season and a New Year filled full 
of God’s grace to each of you and to all. Thank you for all your prayers, 
well wishes, Christmas cards and gifts! 

In Christ, Pastor Rob


